WJC ALUMNI:

PREVIEW: WORLD JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP

FROM WIC TO NHL

WILD PLAYERS BOLDY, BUIUM AND FABER RECALL PLAYING IN RECENT WORLD JUNIORS

By Heather Rule
iy eev Buium was on
Z the World Junior
Championship roster
for Team USA a year ago, winning

a gold medal at the tournament in

Ottawa. He went from another successful season
with the University of Denver right to the NHL,
making his debut with the Minnesota Wild in the
first round of the NHL Playoffs last spring.

But he'd love another shot at a WJC gold
medal, especially since this year’s World Junior
Championship is held in the Twin Cities, his new
hockey home.

“Honestly, for it to be here this year, I'm so
jealous,” Buium said. “l wish I had one more year. It's
such an amazing tournament.”

Buium is one of multiple Wild players who
previously suited up for the IIHF World Junior
Championship. While he played in those
tournaments more recently, his Wild teammates
Matt Boldy and Brock Faber also won medals with
Team USA a few years before him.

Like Buium, Faber also played back-to-back
tournaments, in 2021 and 2022 in Edmonton,
though both were slightly different experiences
due to the COVID-19 pandemic precautions and no
fans in the stands; the 2022 tournament was moved
to August because of the pandemic. Faber recorded
five assists in seven games in the 2021 tournament.

Faber was the captain of the 2022 team, which
went undefeated in the preliminary round before
losing to Czechia in the quarterfinals and finished
fifth, or in Faber’s words, results that were “not so
good the next year” after winning gold in 2021.

Still, the tournament holds some of his favorite
memories playing hockey.

“It was one of the coolest tournaments you could
ever play in,” Faber said. “Being able to play for your
country. Just the pride you feel at such a young age
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of being on such a big stage, it's really cool.

Boldy, a 2021 Hobey Baker Award Finalist, was
with Faber to win that gold medal at the WJCiin
2021. He wasn't just a member of the team, but he
contributed on the scoresheet with five goals and
two assists in seven games. Team USA defeated
Canada 2-0 in the gold-medal game.

Team USA was a familiar group to Boldy, with
guys he'd played with or against for multiple
years. Boldy had previously played in the National
Development Program and other prestigious
tournaments, but the WJC “just means so much
more,” he said. At that time, it was the biggest stage
he'd played.

“It's nerve-wracking, but that’s what you want.
You want it to be that way,” Boldy said. “You want
to be in those moments and be the guy that the
people look to to make a difference.”

Besides the win against Canada, which is
obviously a highlight, Boldy recalls the 4-3 semifinal
victory over Finland as a solid, team-oriented game
that was back-and-forth. Team USA took a 3-1 lead
through two periods, with Boldy scoring the third
goal, before Finland tied the game in the third
period in the last five minutes of regulation. But
Team USA took the lead for good with 1 minute,

16 seconds left to seal the victory. It was the way
Team USA played the game that made it such a big
moment, Boldy said.

Buium was a member of the back-to-back gold
medal winners for Team USA at the 2024 and 2025
WIC, playing for head coach David Carle, who was
also his college coach in Denver.

“I think it kind of speaks for itself what the
tournament is,” Buium said. “l was just so fortunate
and grateful to be on both those teams and come
out on top.”

Besides the gold medal, it's the memories and
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The Minnesota Wild's Zeev
Buium was a champion for
last year’s Team USA gold
medal winning World Junior
Championship team.
Rick Olson / MHM Photos



il

WORLD JUNIOR
CHAMPIONSHIP
UNITED STATES
Minnesota

Top: Minnesota Wild star Matt Boldy (12), who
played in the World Junior Championship, agrees that
the Twin Cities will be a great host. Left: Brock Faber
(7) of the Wild was also a former player under Team
USA coach Bob Motzko at the University of Minnesota.
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people Buium met along the way that really stand
out to him the most. His teammates from those
championships will be his friends for life. He hopes
that he and some of the older players shared the
knowledge of what it takes and how hard it is to win
the tournament.

But the biggest thing? Have fun, Buium said.

“l think you dream about being on this stage and
playing in this tournament,” Buium said. “There’s so
many people who would do anything to take your
spot and be on that team.

“l always said, it doesn’t matter what role you're
in, just play it.”

Buium recalled his first World Junior
Championship, when he was the youngest member
of Team USA at 18 years old. He was on the third
defensive pairing and didn't see ice time on the
power play or penalty kill.

“I barely played, but | didn't care,” Buium said.
“Because | was like, 'I’'m going to do whatever | can
to make sure | win. That was the attitude we had
the last two years, and we came out on top.”

Along with the pride and excitement, the
tournament is also a tough one, Faber said, adding
that players need to be on top of their game from
the jump. The tournament brings both a lot of
pressure with the number of eyeballs watching, but
it's also a lot of fun.

As Boldy, Buium and Faber can all attest, this
tournament is also about the future of the NHL,
with some of the best talent in the younger age
group on display in one place. Boldy called it a
stepping stone, with parts of the tournament where
players learn and remember things that will stick
with them forever.

“Incredible tournament. | couldn’t say enough
good things about it,” Buium said.

With the tournament held at Grand Casino Arena,
the home of the Wild, it’s no surprise that the Wild
will have a lengthy road trip of games at the same
time. They'll have to miss out on seeing the games
and festivities in person. While it's a bummer for
these former WJC players, they’ll still monitor the
tournament games as much as they can from afar.

“I know that last year in Ottawa, Brady Tkachuk
and some of the other guys had been there for the
final game,” Buium said. “It would've been cool if it
kind of worked out the same.”

No doubt Faber would also love to be in town
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for the tournament, being a hometown kid out of
Maple Grove, Minn. and playing college hockey for
the Minnesota Gophers under coach Bob Motzko,
who's coaching Team USA this tournament.

Faber is happy for his former coach and
wishes him and the team all the best. Maybe the
tournament could even help recruiting with the
Gophers program, Faber said, acknowledging his
bias as an alum with a smile.

“Hopefully the fans really show out,” Faber said.
“Playing in our country, those kids feel a lot of
pride.”

| think you
dream about
being on this
stage and
playing in this
tournament.
There’s so
many people
who would
do anything
to take your
spot and be on
that team.”
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— Zeev Buium

Boldy agreed that the Twin Cities are going to
“be an awesome place” for the WJC with plenty of
fan excitement.

“They're going to show up, and | think it's going
to be great for the young kids who are young
coming up in hockey and dream of playing in the
NHL and in that tournament,” Boldy said.

“I think it's going to do a lot for that younger
generation and set a lot of goals for them.” Q

DEC. 2025



