
By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

Arguably one of the
most notable areas in
town for pot holes is
Vernon
Avenue
from
Cascade
Street to
Mill Street
in front of
Lake
Region
Healthcare.

“We knew last year
that the street surface was
bad,” said City Engineer
Dan Edwards. “We could
see already that the sur-
face was failing pretty
badly.

“That was the primary
one where they’re having
the biggest problem.”

The plan was to fix up
that area last year, but
Mother Nature got in the
way and the city “simply
ran out of time in the con-
struction season,”
Edwards said. It will be
on the list of projects this
year, as one of the top pri-
orities.

“It’s certainly very
bad, and it gets a lot of

traffic,” Edwards said. 
Right now, they’re

doing some investigation
with the underground util-
ities. They want to make
sure that a pavement
investment is well placed,
Edwards said. Basically,
they don’t want to have to
rip up new pavement in a
year because utilities

would need replacing, as
an example.

The city will also take
a look at a number of
streets for the upcoming
construction season. The
process of determining
whether overlay is  need-
ed or both mill and over-
lay is just getting started,
Edwards said.

Typically, July is a tar-
get start time for a pot
hole project like the one
likely to take place on
Vernon Avenue. They
need to wait until all of
the frost is out of the
ground in order to evalu-
ate the conditions of the
streets to see how they’ve
weathered the winter.

“We can’t do much
other than patch the pot
holes until summer,”
Edwards said.

It’s too soon to put a
price tag on the Vernon
Avenue project, until the
utilities evaluation is
complete, he said. All
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By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

The Razzle Dazzle Revue at the
Center for the Arts has arrived, a
little ahead of schedule.

The seventh annual spring
fundraiser provides audiences with
a musical variety show with
singing and dancing. It’s a
fundraiser with money going
toward the general fund of the
Center.

Razzle Dazzle is at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, March 8 and Saturday,
March 9, and also at 2:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 10. Tickets are $15

both in advance and at the door.
“So we’re really hoping to sell

out all three shows so we can keep
the building running,” Becky
Sonmor said. She and her sister
Jennifer Johnson have directed the
show for five years. MCs for the
show are Scott and Kathy Wagnild,
and Kathy writes the script.

The 62-person cast, many who
are involved with the Center,
ranges in age from third grade to
adults for the singing and dancing
show themed “Random Acts of
Music.” Songs come from
Broadway musicals or famous
movies, Sonmor said.

“This is a family-friendly, fast-
paced, very entertaining show,”
Sonmor said. “Everyone will leave
it liking something.”

Vernon’s potholes run deep

Heather Rule/Daily Journal

A deep pot hole collected water Tuesday on Vernon Avenue near the Cascade Street intersection, just
north of Lake Region Hospital. The pot-hole-filled stretch of road is a top priority this construction sea-
son, according to City Engineer Dan Edwards.

• While a top
priority, the
reconstruction
work can’t
start until July

Edwards

Heather Rule/Daily Journal

A group of girls dance Tuesday evening during dress rehearsal as
part of the Razzle Dazzle Revue at the Center for the Arts. The girls
have all danced with the Fergus Falls School of Dance.

Locals to dazzle 
in Center fundraiser

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

One of the four women
accused of helping to smuggle
heroin into the Fergus Falls
Community Addiction for
Recovery Enterprise was sen-
tenced to four years in prison
Friday in Otter Tail County
District Court.

Rachel Lynn Campbell, 34, of
Fergus Falls, pleaded guilty

Friday to one felony count of sec-
ond degree drug sales. As part of
a disposition, five other felony
charges were dismissed.

According to the criminal
complaint, Campbell provided a
statement to authorities in
December 2011 where she admit-
ted to conspiring with three other
women to have packages with
illegal drugs in them, including
heroin and prescription pills,
shipped to the CARE unit. She

said that more than once she
called suppliers in Minneapolis
who sent the drugs hidden in other
items through the mail, the report
says.

The investigation started in
November 2011. Several pack-
ages with illegal drugs was
reportedly intercepted by the
CARE unit staff during the inves-
tigation.

Tina Marie Bebeau and
Nicole Mae Rindahl were also

charged in connection with the
smuggling case. Another
woman was connected as well,
according to Campbell. On Dec.
15, 2011, while the incidents
were still under investigation,
Trista Marie Cloud and Rindahl
were taken to jail on warrants
issued by Cass County, the
report says. Cloud was found
not breathing at the jail and was
taken to Lake Region Hospital.
It allegedly appeared that her

cardiac arrest stemmed from a
drug overdose.

All four women were patients
at the CARE facility. Campbell
said she had the packages sent to
the three others to avoid suspi-
cion from the CARE staff,
according to the complaint. The
other women allegedly knew
about the drugs, according to
Campbell, and she allegedly gave
a portion of the drugs to them as
payment.

Heroin smuggler sentenced to 4 years in prison

By Darla Ellingson
Daily Journal

White people have cer-
tain advantages over people
of color, and
Amy Buck
wants people
to discuss it.
A talk on
W h i t e
P r i v i l e g e
drew about
40 people to
the Pelican
Rapids Library Tuesday
night.

“I don't want to offend
people,” Buck said.
“However, I do think that
there needs to be more
acknowledgement and edu-
cation about what white
privilege is before our com-
munity can get to a point
where we say that we
embrace all cultures.”

So what is white privi-
lege?

“It is the unearned
advantages of being white,”
Buck said. “The weird thing
is it is so ingrained in our
society and institutions. If a
white person walks into
Kmart at the same time as
an African American mom
who would be followed bySee Potholes — Page 3

Speaker:
White
privilege
present 
in area

Buck

Razzle Dazzle
Revue March 8-10

Daily Journal

One of the two men who
allegedly painted graffiti
around the city in April
2012 has pleaded guilty and
was sentenced Monday.

Zachary Joseph Karels,
24, of Fergus Falls, pleaded
guilty in Otter Tail County
District Court to one count
of third degree damage to
property, a gross misde-
meanor. District Judge
Waldemar Senyk sentenced
him to 180 days in jail, with
170 days stayed for two
years. He also must pay a
$900 fine and $297.90 in
restitution.

Graffiti
‘artist’
sentenced
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