
VASCELLARO POURS IN SEASON-HIGH 24 POINTS IN HOLY ANGELS' ROUT OF
DELASALLE
In addition to Francesca Vascellaro's performance, the Stars got big outings from Kassandra Caron, Grace Massaquoi and Jenna Buer, who had 21, 19 and 16 points, respectively.

Heather Rule, SportsEngine02/19/21, 5:45PM CST
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Holy Angels' Francesca Vascellaro (1) drives toward the basket during the first half of Friday night’s game against DeLaSalle. Vascellaro had a game-high 24 points in the Stars’ 96-69 victory over the
Islanders. Photo by Jeff Lawler, SportsEngine
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Holy Angels actually missed the first three-point attempts it put up to start the game and begin the second half Friday. Other than that, the Stars aligned and used multiple long-range shots to build a
lead and dominate Tri-Metro Conference rival DeLaSalle.

The Stars, ranked No. 2 in Class 3A by Minnesota Basketball News, dominated and beat the No. 8-3A Islanders 96-69 at Academy of Holy Angels in Richfield. It was the third time this season that Holy
Angels (9-1) scored 90-plus points in a game, the first since scoring 99 points against Columbia Heights in the second game of the season.

The three-point shot has been a part of the Holy Angels game plan all season, according to coach Dan Woods.

“This year, we’re fortunate enough to have good shooters,” Woods said. “So we’ve been trying to take advantage of it.”

Holy Angels scored nine of its 11 three-pointers in the first half to help jump out to a lead and distance itself early from the opponent. The first trio of treys came from freshman Jenna Buer, who hit four
of them total from the corners.

“Tonight there was just something different,” said senior Frankie Vascellaro on the team’s three-point shooting. “And Jenna coming right away and hitting all those threes, I think really helped everyone
else on the team, too.”

Buer said how determined she felt and really got into her mindset to shoot the ball.

“Just shoot to make it,” Buer said.

Photo Gallery: DeLaSalle vs. Holy Angels

Buer scored all of her season-high 16 points — doubling her previous season-high mark — in the first half. She came into the game averaging 3.4 points per game with 31 total points in nine games. She
was happy to contribute in such a big way Friday.

“That felt really great, I’m going to be honest,” Buer said.

With the deep lineup, it can be a matter of getting Buer rotated in with the varsity squad, according to Woods.

“But she can play. As you can see,” Woods said.

Junior Kassandra Caron was the other big contributor from beyond the arc for the Stars. She sank five total three-pointers, with three in the first half and the only two threes for her team in the second
half. She reached the 20-point mark for the third time this season with her 21 total points.

The game started out tight, aggressive on defense and close on the scoreboard in the first few minutes. DeLaSalle got off to a good start with a seven-point lead at 15-8. But it was all according to plan
for the Stars, whose goal is to control the tempo of the game with their depth.

Vascellaro drove to the hoop for a bucket with 11:27 left in the first half. Then, junior Grace Massaquoi quickly recorded a steal and a basket only 10 seconds later for a three-point game, causing
DeLaSalle to call a timeout.

It wasn’t long after that when Buer found her hot streak on the floor. She hit her first three-pointer from the corner closet to the stands to tie the game at 17 apiece. Tied again a couple of buckets later,
Buer hit the same shot for the 22-19 lead that Holy Angels wouldn’t relinquish. Then another from the opposite corner for a six-point lead, plus she made a pair of free throws.

DeLaSalle got within two points before the Stars rattled off a 15-0 run. Part of that was another corner three-pointer from Buer and one from Caron. Vascellaro also hit a long-range shot with just under
four minutes to play in the first half for a 44-27 Stars lead that got the crowd of fans to their feet as DeLaSalle called timeout.

Back-to-back threes from Caron increased the lead even more, giving the Stars a comfortable 21-point lead at the half. They kept the pressure on in the second half and didn’t let up. Holy Angels led by
as much as 32 points.

With such an intense rivalry game against a ranked foe in DeLaSalle, a squad which was one game away from a state title last year, Vascellaro was surprised at the results of Friday’s matchup against a
team that’s always been a good opponent, she said.

“To be able to go out there and to beat them almost by 30 and to get on those runs, it was amazing,” Vascellaro said. “I don’t think we’ve ever done that against their team before.”

The big lead allowed Holy Angels to sub in some other players as well, and the depth continued to show for the Stars. Eleven players got on the scoresheet for Holy Angels, proving once again that it’s
not simply one or two players that can score points.

Besides Buer, a couple of Stars reached season-highs in their point totals, including Vascellaro, who led all scorers Friday with 24 points. She started the second half strong, scoring eight of her team’s
first 10 points after the break.

Massaquoi tied her season-high total of 19 points, finding the scoring touch in the lane and underneath the basket throughout the night.

DeLaSalle junior guard I’Tianna Salaam led the Islanders with 20 points, while junior guard Sydney Runsewe scored 16. Savannah White, another junior guard, put up 13 points, though she missed most
of the first half after leaving the court with an apparent injury. She returned with a couple of minutes left in the half.

The loss snapped a six-game winning streak for DeLaSalle (7-3). Two of its three losses this season have come against Holy Angels, which defeated the Islanders 64-52 on Jan. 26.
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Holy Angels' Jenna Buer (35) spots up for a three-point attempt against DeLaSalle Friday night. Buer had 16 points in the Stars’ 96-69 victory over the Islanders in Richfield. Photo by Jeff Lawler,
SportsEngine

First Report
Holy Angels got right back on the winning track with the Stars defeating Tri-Metro Conference rival DeLaSalle 96-69 on Friday at Academy of Holy Angels in Richfield.

Holy Angels, ranked No. 2 in Class 3A by Minnesota Basketball News, used the three-point shot to build a 55-34 halftime lead, led by four three-pointers and 16 points in the first half by freshman Jenna
Buer. 

Senior Frankie Vascellaro scored a season-high 24 points for the Stars. Teammates Kassandra Caron and Grace Massaquoi added 21 and 19 points, respectively.

The Islanders had four players reach double digits in scoring, led by I’Tianna Salaam’s 20 points. Sydney Runsewe dropped 16 points, while Savannah White added 13 points and Isabella Thomas had 10
points.

The Stars (9-1) swept the season series against No. 8-3A DeLaSalle, after also winning 64-52 on Jan. 26 at DeLaSalle (7-3).

Holy Angels got back in the win column after seeing its eight-game winning streak to start the season snapped by Class 4A squad Eden Prairie on Tuesday.



DeLaSalle's Sydney Runsewe (left) tries to dribble around Holy Angels' Rachel Kawiecki during Friday night’s Tri-Metro Conference matchup in Richfield. The Islanders fell to the Stars 96-69. Photo by Jeff
Lawler, SportsEngine

Which team will win?
DeLaSalle

40%

Holy Angels

60%



Total Votes: 5

The MN Girls' Basketball Hub poll is for entertainment purposes only.
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Get to know them: Outstate players to keep an eye on

By Tim Kolehmainen, SportsEngine 01/18/2021, 4:45pm CST
We selected returning girls' basketball players from all four classes from around the state as members of a dream that that are poised to make an impact this season.
Read More

Minnesota high school athlete eligibility rules get fresh scrutiny

By David La Vaque, Star Tribune 06/02/2020, 7:30pm CDT
The Minnesota State High School League is exploring revisions of two contentious league bylaws that help determine student-athlete eligibility.
Read More

2019-2020 MN High School Hubs Photo of the Year winner

By SportsEngine 05/15/2020, 2:00pm CDT
See which picture was voted the best from our coverage this past year.
Read More

Prep basketball teams deprived of tournament get consolation honor

By David La Vaque, Star Tribune 04/27/2020, 3:30pm CDT
All teams in contention for basketball state titles when the COVID-19 pandemic ended play will be known as "finalists'' and receive trophies and medals.
Read More 1 Comment

Forty players selected to the 2019-20 all-state teams

By Paul Patane, SportsEngine 03/16/2020, 3:15pm CDT
Ten players from each class were chosen to their respective all-state team, while the honorable mention lists go quite a bit deeper.
Read More 4 Comments
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Sports
Gophers basketball transfer Both Gach battles through setbacks

By Marcus Fuller02/26/2021, 9:22pm

Mirroring the Gophers' sudden turn in the wrong direction, Both Gach is too injured and too flustered to help turn things around.

Minnesota Twins reliever Hansel Robles COVID victim without getting sick
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By Phil Miller02/26/2021, 8:32pm

The coronavirus pandemic contributed to Hansel Robles' miserable 2020. "It got to me," he said of remaining indoors then worrying about the virus when permitted to leave.

Replacing Malik Beasley will be a team effort for Minnesota Timberwolves

By Kent Youngblood, Star Tribune02/26/2021, 10:04pm

No one player is going to replace the 20.5 points Malik Beasley had before his suspension. Wolves coach Chris Finch said he's expecting everyone to do a little bit more.

Ex-Lynx guard Renee Montgomery becomes part-owner of WNBA's Dream after Kelly Loeffler sells team

By Michael Rand02/26/2021, 1:54pm

The team was sold after former Sen. Kelly Loeffler came under fire from players in the league. Messaging from players played a role in Loeffler's U.S. Senate defeat.

40 years ago, the meek, mild, Minnesota North Stars started the greatest brawl in NHL history

By Jeff Day02/26/2021, 9:39pm

It took seven seconds for the first punch to be thrown and the first period lasted 91 minutes. The North Stars lost the game but, because of what took place that night, won a bigger battle later that
season.
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