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ALLEN PARK, MICH. 
— Balmy temperatures and 
palm trees were nowhere in 
evidence as North Carolina 
football coach Larry Fedora 
and UNC athletic director 

Bubba  Cun -
ningham met 
the press in 
th is  Detro i t 
suburb on Fri-
day.

N o r  w i l l 
there be when 
the Tar Heels 
face Rutgers 
in the Quick 

Lane Bowl on Dec. 26 at 
Detroit’s Ford Field, home of 
the NFL Lions.

But speaking at a news 
conference to promote the 
bowl along with Rutgers 
head coach Kyle Flood and 
Rutgers athletic director Julie 
Hermann, both Fedora and 
Cunningham insisted they 
were still thrilled about being 
invited to participate in the 
inaugural bowl game a day 
after Christmas.

“My experience with the 
bowls, it’s more about the 
people than it is the location,” 
Fedora said. “It’s the people 
and how you are taken care 
of. I know our guys were 
extremely excited. I didn’t 
hear a single comment the 
other way.”

While Detroit doesn’t have 
beaches, Fedora, Cunning-
ham, Flood and Hermann 
pointed out, it does have 
perks other bowls don’t.

One is the chance to play 
in an NFL stadium in a bowl 
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Motown 
welcomes 
Tar Heels

BY KEITH DUNLAP
SPECIAL TO THE HERALD-SUN

Larry  
Fedora

CHAPEL HILL — There 
are a couple of ways to look at 
the shooting slump of North 
Carolina point guard Marcus 
Paige.

It’ll have to be a quick 
look. The Kentucky Wildcats 
are waiting on the Tar Heels. 
Those two meet at Rupp 
Arena in Lexington, Ken-
tucky, today (Noon, CBS). 
When Iowa beat UNC 60-55 
in early December, Paige was 
4 of 16 from the field. Twelve 

of  those at tempts were 
behind the 3-point arc, and he 
made just three of them.

Last season, Paige 
was hi t t ing those 
shots, sometimes with 
a hand in his face. But 
after the Iowa game, 
Paige said he needed 
to stop pulling up for 
those shots until he 
regained his touch.

UNC’s next game 
was  aga ins t  Eas t 
Carolina, and the Tar Heels 
won 108-64 with Paige taking 

fewer shots. He was 3 of 8 
from the field and attempted 
only three shots from behind 

the 3-point line. He 
didn’t make any of 
them.

That’s not a good 
look for the Tar Heels 
when the next squad 
up for No. 21 UNC 
is No. 1 Kentucky, 
because teams are 
making just 28.7 per-
cent of their shots 

against the Wildcats (10-0).
UNC (6-2) was the No. 

6 team in the country until 
Iowa beat them. The Tar 
Heels generally go as Paige 
does, and right now he’s 
not exactly going. Kennedy 
Meeks has been UNC’s only 
reliable scorer.

Meeks is averaging a 
double-double. He’s giving 
UNC coach Roy Williams 13.8 
points per game, and his 10.1 
rebounds every time he’s on 
the court leads the Atlantic 
Coast Conference. He had 
12 points and 11 rebounds 
against ECU.

UNC forwards Brice John-
son and J.P. Tokoto each 
scored 19 points. Johnson 
had a double-double, too, 
with those 17 rebounds.

After the Iowa game, Wil-
liams was on Johnson’s case 
about playing tougher. John-
son even got on his own case 
and said he needed to stop 
playing like a baby, and he 
was much better against 
ECU.

“I t ’ s  s imple ,”  Tokoto 
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UNC hopes PG can turn Paige on shooting slump
BY JOHN MCCANN

JMCCANN@HERALDSUN.COM; 919-419-

Roy  
Williams

MINNEAPOLIS — The 
winning streak continues for 
the No. 7 University of North 
Carolina women’s volleyball 
team.

The Tar Heels (29-2) saw 
their streak reach 20 matches 
Friday as they beat the No. 
10 Oregon Ducks 3-1 (25-23, 
25-22, 23-25, 25-16) in the 
NCAA regional semifinals at 
the University of Minnesota 
Sports Pavilion in Minneapo-
lis.

In the first set, Oregon (23-
10) held the lead early, with 
the largest margin five points, 

but Nor th Carolina rallied 
back with five of its own to tie 
the score at 14 apiece.

Junior Paige Neuenfeldt 
sparked the run for her team, 
as she scored two kills in the 
5-0 run. Turning it into a tight 
first set, the Tar Heels took 
a 22-21 lead, jumping in front 
for the first time since its sec-
ond point of the match. They 
didn’t let go of the lead and 
fought of f a couple Ducks 
points. Neuenfeldt earned 
two more kills on the last two 
points to give her team the 
opening set.

The Tar Heels carried the 
momentum over to the sec-

ond set, as they started on 
a 6-2 run. The Ducks didn’t 
go away and nearly erased 
the deficit, as they trailed by 
just a point a couple of times. 
Nor th Carolina stayed out 
front though for a 25-22 win 
in set No. 2.

Chaniel Nelson led her 
team in the kills department 
with 14 for the match. Her 
powerful strikes proved to be 
huge in key situations, espe-
cially as the Tar Heels closed 
out the second set. She put 
the ball away for a 22-19 lead, 
and then another to put her 
team on the doorstep for a 
24-21 lead. North Carolina 

was left scrambling — and 
behind on the scoreboard — 
early in the third set.

When they trailed 15-10 
at a media timeout, they only 
had four kills to Oregon’s 
nine. But the Tar Heels used 
the mini break to their advan-
tage, stringing together four-
straight points and forcing 
Oregon to take a timeout of 
its own.

The Tar Heels tied the 
score at 15, turning the set 
into an evenly-played match 
once more. Down again, it 
rattled of f two more points 
for a 21-21 tie. The score was 
tied again at 22 and 23 points 

before the Ducks scored 
three final points to take the 
third set 25-23.

There was no letdown to 
kick off the fourth set for the 
Tar Heels. They went on a 
7-1 run to build their lead, 
keeping a nine-point distance 
between their opponents at 
one point.

The Ducks tried to rally 
and get back in it, but the 
deficit was too great in what 
ended up being the final set 
25-16 in favor of the Tar Heels.

North Carolina moves on 
to face No. 2 Texas tonight 
(6:30, ESPNU) in Minneapo-
lis.

No. 7 North Carolina beats Oregon, 3-1
BY HEATHER RULE

SPECIAL TO THE HERALD-SUN

RALEIGH — Fresh-
man Caleb Martin scored 
a season-high 17 points in 
his first start to help North 
Carolina State beat Charles-
ton Southern 86-50 on Fri-
day night.

Martin started in place 
of leading scorer Trevor 
Lacey, who sat out with an 
ankle injury. But the Wolf-
pack (8-1) had no trouble 
winning in the return to 
Reynolds Coliseum — the 
program’s longtime former 
campus home — for a two-
game set this weekend.

Ralston T ur ner a lso 
scored 17 as N.C. State ran 
of f 22 straight points to 
blow the game open early, 
leading 46-20 by halftime 
and cruising in its first 
game since beating Wake 
Forest in an early Atlantic 
Coast Conference opener 
nearly a week earlier.

Cedrick Bowen scored 
14 points to lead the Buc-
caneers (5-3), who hit their 
first shot for a 3-0 lead then 
went scoreless for 7-plus 
minutes to watch this one 
get away quickly.

Charleston Southern had 
as many turnovers (eight) 
as field goals in the opening 
half and finished the game 
shooting 31 percent.

N.C. State shot 51 per-
cent and hit seven 3-point-
ers  in  i t s  dominat ing 
first half and finished at 
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BY AARON BEARD
AP BASKETBALL WRITER

Associated Press
N.C. State’s Abdul-Malik Abu (0) fights for a rebound with Charleston Southern’s Cedrick 
Bowen (24) during the first half of Friday’s game against Charleston Southern at Reynolds Col-
iseum in Raleigh.

Wolfpack dominates
N.C. State rolls 
past Charleston 
Southern, 86-50
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