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By now, the idea of Sumner Elementary School moving to a modified, 45/15 calendar has become a reality.
Kids will file into school bright and early Monday morning.

Information about how the new school year will look has been out in the community. Eliminating the longer
three-month summer break could help kids with their learning retention, school proponents say.

Tthere's one point that principal Sheila Berger would like to get across to the community.

"We do not go to school 52 weeks a year," Berger said. "And we will always have a summer break."

School will be in session for Sumner for four 45-day quarters, with 15 days off in between. Summer break
will be 30 days. That shorter break could be beneficial when it comes to the "summer slide," when students
forget what they learned the previous academic year. It also allows for a different curriculum structure in the
classroom.

During a normal nine-month school year, the first four to six weeks of school is spent reviewing material
students had learned the previous year, Berger said. The 45/15 schedule would allow the school to delve
deeper into curriculum at a faster rate.

"To increase student achievement is always the goal," Berger said.

Enrollment for Sumner this fall didn't see a drastic change. Around 300 students will show up for class
Monday; walk-in registrations have been coming in up until the end of this past week.

Students living within the Sumner school boundaries could opt out of attending with the new schedule this
year, and instead open-enroll in another elementary school within the district. On the opposite side, students
from other schools could decide to open-enroll at Sumner.

However, in both instances, it is still the continued policy that open-enrolled students must find their own
transportation to and from school. It's just not fiscally possible to providing busing for each student going to
schools outside established boundaries, Berger said.

In order to prepare for the 45/15 schedule, Sumner students and staff spent the last two weeks of the last
school year at Riverland Community College so construction of an air conditioning system at Sumner could
be completed on time.

That was "worrisome" for Berger, but the students and staff "had a fantastic time," and everything went
smoothly, Berger said.

"That shocked me," she said.

In addition, the No. 1 concern Berger has heard is families wondering how to juggle their kids at different
schools and different schedules in the district during breaks. Berger also has heard from other schools on the
45/15 schedule that the academic benefits outweigh the scheduling conflicts.
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In those other schools, for example, discipline issues and stress levels were down, there was improved
academic success and parents felt students were rested.

Like many new things, it will take some time to see how the 45/15 schedule will work out for individual
students, families and the school as a whole. You just have to live it, "and then measure, is it worth it?"
Berger said.

"We've really asked our families to take a leap with us," Berger said. "Everyone has really come together as a
community, and we are ready."
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