
“Happy Ramblers,” accord-
ing to Nycklemoe. That 
original sheet music will 
be performed by the Lakes 
Area All-Stars this week-
end during a family-friendly 
street dance from 4-7 p.m. 
for the Imagine Fergus Falls 
Kickoff at the RTC grounds.

Fick put out a call for 
people to donate used in-
struments to his new music 
group. 

The band director, who 
also played the saxophone 
and banjo with the group, 
used grocery-store-donat-
ed apple and banana crates 
to make band stands. They 
were “rather ruff,” Nyck-
lemoe said, “but that’s OK. 
Nobody cared.”

The band formed in 1932 
and consisted of seven to 
nine people playing whatev-
er instruments were donated 
to them, including violins, 
saxophones, drums and the 
piano.

She helped her dad keep 

the sheet music organized.
“I’d file them alphabetical-

ly so that we could get them 
out quickly,” Nycklemoe 
said.

The “Happy Ramblers” 
played in the RTC gym/au-
ditorium every week from 
about 6:30-9 p.m. They 
moved the festivities out to 
the tennis courts during the 
warmer summer months. 

They’d often attract a crowd, 
averaging around 75, accord-
ing to Nycklemoe, and more 
for the outdoor concerts.

“Those that could dance 
would dance,” Nycklemoe 
said. “Those that didn’t 
would hold hands and walk 
around the edge.”

She also danced with 
some of the patients who 
didn’t get asked to dance 

by others. Sometimes, she 
offered her talents on the 
snare drum. She remembers 
popular songs like “You Are 
My Sunshine,” “Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band” and “Mock-
ingbird.”

For many years, Fick vol-
unteered his time as band di-
rector. He later  received $10 
per month for his efforts. 

“The reason why my dad 
enjoyed it so much was it 
was his hobby,” Nycklemoe 
said. “To see them (the pa-
tients) enjoying it, that was 
enough for him, really.”
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LOCAL GRAIN    
Friday, Sept. 27
Corn........................................4.17
Soybeans..............................12.59
Wht. Mill..................................6.74

LOCAL HOGS
    
Friday, Sept. 27
Butchers 50% lean $62.50; Sows: 
$67 to $76; Boars: Call 736-5464 
for price.

OTC FSA PRICES
   
Friday, Sept. 27
Corn........................................3.12
Barley......................................4.40
Oats.........................................3.21
HRS.........................................6.30
HRW........................................6.66
Sun (Oil).................................19.35
Soybeans..............................12.96
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Business new
s?

E-mail
newsroom

@fergus
falls

journal
.com

1 p.m.
• National Public Lands 
Day at the PWLC in 
Fergus Falls, 9 a.m. to 
12 p.m.
• Fall Bazaar at Beth-
el Lutheran Church in 
Fergus Falls, 10 a.m. to 

1 p.m.
• Imagine Fergus Falls 
Kick-Off and Commu-
nity Celebration on the 
grounds of the Kirkbride 
Building, 12 p.m. to 7 
p.m.
• Fall Family Fest at 
Stavanger Church North 
of Fergus Falls, 1 p.m. to 

5 p.m.
• Maloney Twins Benefit 
at the Deer Creek Com-
munity Center, 4 p.m. to 
8 p.m.
• Free dinner and a 
movie at Pebble Lake 
Seventh Day Adventist 
Church in Fergus Falls, 
5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m.

Heather Rule/Daily Journal

This photo was taken July 23, 1963 on the tennis 
courts of the RTC, where the band performed during 
the summer months. Fick is playing the saxaphone.

just north of Main Street 
between 1st Ave. N and the 
post office.

Business and property 
owners in the area are being 
asked to refrain from park-
ing in the lot during con-
struction. Owners can also 
coordinate deliveries with 
the construction contractor 
so access my be scheduled.

Per the city’s contract 
with the contractor, R.L. 
Larson Excavating of St. 
Cloud, Minn., the work 
must be completed by the 
end of October. 

The project was slated 
for construction this year as 
part of Perham’s 2010-2011 
Capital Improvement Plan.

Test score  
improvement talk 
at school board

After statewide stan-
dardize test scores showed 
Pelican Rapids lower than 

state average in reading and 
math, student performance 
dominated a special work 
session on Sept. 16 for 
the Pelican Rapids School 
Board, according to the Pel-
ican Rapids Press.

Administrators were hes-
itant to take a defensive po-
sition about Pelican’s score 
and Superintendent Deb 
Wanek noted that school dis-
tricts in the state nosedived 
on reading scores, which 
were more rigorous and chal-
lenging following statewide 
changes to the tests.

Pelican’s reading scores 
are comparable to other 
school districts with similar 
immigrant populations. 

The student population is 
nearly 40 percent minority.

Intervention with low-
er performing students and 
more emphasis on learning 
during “Power Hour” study 
hall sessions are  among the 
plans. 

Reading coaches and 
intervention staff will con-

centrate on raising scores at 
the elementary level. 

Opening month  
enrollment up  
at Henning School

Enrollment for 2013-14 
has increased at Henning 
School, according to the 
Citizen’s Advocate.

Enrollment stands at 
382 students, according 
to a report giving to the 
school bard. 

After deducting stu-
dents for post secondary 
options, the enrollment at 
the school is 377.75 stu-
dents.

Those numbers are up 
from the end of the 2012-
13 school year in which 
enrollment was 378 stu-
dents before post second-
ary deductions and 376 
after.

The 10th grade class is 
the largest with 38 stu-
dents, The smallest is 
second grade with 16 stu-
dents.

Events: Church bazaars also planned
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CHS pledges  
$3 million toward  
agricultural safety 

MINNEAPOLIS — The 
farmer-owned cooperative 
CHS Inc. has pledged $3 
million toward a national 
agricultural safety initiative.

Carl Casale, president 
and CEO of Arden Hills-
based CHS, made the an-
nouncement Wednesday at 
the North American Agri-
cultural Safety Summit in 
Minneapolis. He says it’s 
focused on college students 
and adults to keep the next 
generation of agricultural 
leaders safe.

— Associated Press


