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EDUCATION / SCHOOL BOARD

New school plans for purchased property south of Ellis

Get this deal at RochesterMN.com/deals
0110645890PUUntil Sold Out.  Restrictions Apply.
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Authorized Stainmaster™ Dealer

“I can bring samples to your home!”

ROB HIGBE
Sales Representative
507-288-1766  Ext. 522

Cell 507-272-3579
rhigbe@hillercarpet.com

0109646434U

2909 South Broadway • Rochester, MN
M.-Th. 8-8 • Fri. 8-5 • Sat. 9-4 • Sun. 12-4

www.hillercarpet.com
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Mike Ruzek
110 First Ave. SE
Austin, MN 55912
Phone: (507)-433-8845
Fax: (507)-433-7998

Authorized Independent Agent for

When buying something this 
important, rely on someone who 
has earned the Blue Partner mark 
of distinction. You’ll get sales and 
service excellence.

Need a health plan? Work with the best.
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Start Right, Start Now, Start Here 

PREPLANNING

For all of your preplanning needs,
contact Mary at 433-5000.

Mary Kittelson
NFDA, Certifi ed Preplanning Consultant

Licensed Agent - Purple Cross Plans 01
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Worlein Funeral Home
1801 4th St. NW • Austin, MN 55912

www.worlein.com • 433-5000

ONE LOW PRICE
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS HERE!
EVERY DAY, MONDAY - SATURDAY

FOR THE ENTIRE MONTH
3.75” x 2” ad $83.70

($3.10 per day based on 12 month commitment)

Call LeAnn Fischer at 434-7342 or Sheri Greer at 434-7347 for details.
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Cell: 1-507-438-1586
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Over 50 years
combined experience

MORGAN BRAATEN
siding, windows, doors
soffi ts, facias & decks

Steve
Brownsdale, MN
507-567-2287
507-440-1399

Licensed (20580405)
Insured

Dean
Grand Meadow, MN

507-754-5682
507-951-3160
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Free in-home estimates 
24 hour furnace repair 

Your Hometown 
Lennox dealer 
for over 40 years

1001 4th St. SE • Austin, MN
507-437-6500

0109646434U

Commercial  Snow Removal, 
Hauling & Salt Sanding

rogerandsonsmn.com
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HIGH TECH HEARING

Don’t miss another 
good conversation.

Hearing for an active life

507-433-6214 or toll-free 877-333-6215

FREE Hearing Tests
Call today!

Austin • Cresco • Albert Lea

Center For Hearing Excellence

0109646434U

good convversation.
See the local professionals at 

Audibel® for a FREE consultation

Rent includes: 
Heat, Washer/Dryer In Each Unit, 

Dishwasher, Microwave, Underground 
Parking & Exercise Room

Contact: Linda 507-433-1867 or 507-271-0015
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Price Reduced!

Austin • 434-3434
SteichenRealEstate.com
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3 BEDROOM 2 BATH SW RANCH...
updated throughout, hard surface countertops and nice large eat-in kitchen. New bay 
window in large living room, hardwood fl oors throughout. Main fl oor laundry appliance 
package included, fi nished basement, large Trex deck, paver stone patio, double garage, and 
permanent exterior. Come see this lovely home!  #4033155 $139,900

0109646434U

1004 17th St. SW1004 17th St. SW

Austin Post-Bulletin

By Heather Rule
hrule@postbulletin.com • (507) 434-7344

The new intermediate school is in 
the thick of the planning and design-
ing stages right now.

“Everything is an idea and a 
concept,” said Mark Stotts, finance 
and operations director for Austin 
Public Schools. “Right now, we’re 
just really continuing the planning 
stages.”

The plan is for the STEAM 
(science, technology, engineering, 
arts and math) school for fifth- and 
sixth-graders to house 884 students 
in a 112,250-square-foot building just 
east of Ellis Middle School.

A purchase agreement was 
approved by the school board in 
September for 13.2 acres south of 

Sixth Avenue South-
east and east of 
15th Street South-
east. This site is 
just south of Ellis, 
and the property 
was owned by First 
United Methodist 
Church.

An old church 
b u i l d i n g  s t i l l 
remains on the 
property, which 
the district closed on recently. 
The district received a check from 
the Hormel Foundation Board for 
$110,000, the total amount for the 
property purchase.

But if the new school building will 
be east of Ellis, where athletic fields 
are now, what will become of this 

property to the south?
“Our intent is we want to locate 

athletic fields where the church 
currently sits,” Stotts said. “We have 
to move the athletic fields to the 
south.”

There isn’t enough room to have 
the new school building on the prop-
erty to the south, and the athletic 
fields already at Ellis will need to be 
replaced.The fields that have been 
discussed for the site include two 
baseball fields, two softball fields 
and then football and soccer fields 
that overlay those.

Five tennis courts currently at 
Ellis will need to be removed to 
make room for the new school. Stotts 
said his feeling is that those need 
to get replaced, not necessarily for 
physical education purposes, but 

because of the space needed for both 
varsity and junior varsity events.

Figuring out the solution to the 
tennis court replacement is still very 
much in the idea stage.

“Our first order of business is to 
get this building designed,” Stotts 
said.

About eight acres of the property 
south of Ellis is wetlands (to the 
west) and about five acres is not. 
Along with athletic fields, there are 
other possibilities for the rest of 
the property that are in the design 
phase, including a physical educa-
tion fitness trail and science outdoor 
learning environment, which can 
be done without disturbing the 
wetlands, Stotts said.

“We’re going to try and use and 

maintain the property,” Stotts said.
The church building will be torn 

down when construction begins on 
the site, which might be in May or 
June. In the meantime, a traffic study 
will be done by an engineering firm 
that will take traffic counts and make 
sure the roads are large enough to 
handle the traffic. That will happen 
within the next month or two, Stotts 
said.

The district will meet with prop-
erty owners in the area of Ellis 
and the new school site at 5:30 p.m. 
Thursday in the district office confer-
ence room, room 164 at Austin High 
School.

“We want to be good neighbors,” 
Stotts said. “We really do.”

 

Stotts

HOME DELIVERY EXPERT!

Tiffany Arett works with 

the Austin Post-Bulletin 

carriers to make sure you 

get same-day delivery of the 

Austin Post-Bulletin with no 

problems. 434-7340 

     To subscribe: 434-7341

Though it’s early, results positive for Sumner
By Heather Rule
hrule@postbulletin.com 
(507) 434-7344

Sumner Elementary School 
principal Sheila Berger said 
she promised the Austin 
School Board an update on 
the modified, 45/15 calendar.

Results and feedback so 
far have pointed to the posi-
tive end of the spectrum, 
but Berger also highlighted 
another word in her presenta-
tion to the board at its Monday 
meeting: Caution.

“You don’t want to make 
a snap judgment,” Berger 
said. “This is early. We will 
definitely want to look at 
things over time and look at 
trends.”

Sumner reached its halfway 
mark on the 45 days on, 15 
days off calendar in Decem-
ber. The school just finished 
mid-year assessments, and 
results look positive, Berger 
said, though state assessment 
data will not be available 

until at least July.
Scantron assessment scores 

are on the upswing. The fall 
assessments for both read-
ing and math show a higher 
average starting score than 
scores of the past two years. 
The mid-year scores show 
similar increases to previous 
years (starting from a higher 
average).

Individual grade levels are 
notching some highlights, 
too. Eighty-three percent of 
first-graders qualified for 
phonics instruction in August, 
but after 12 weeks, only 7 
percent required further 
phonics instruction. One of 
four students moved up four 
or more benchmark levels on 
the reading assessment.

For students in grades three, 
four and five, from August to 
December on the math Scan-
tron, the number of students 
meeting or exceeding grade-
level expectations more than 
doubled.

One other factor to note is 
that the loss of knowledge 
over the summer decreased. 
The review time in the start of 
the school year, which usually 
takes three to four weeks, took 
about two instead.

“Shortening that summer 
break caused our children to 
do better,” Berger said.

Among the feedback Berger 
has heard included families 
enjoying the opportunity to 
recharge students during 
break, parents found remedia-
tion during the school year to 
be more beneficial than wait-
ing for summer school and 
students seem to look forward 
to going back to school after 
the intercessions.

School board member Angie 
Goetz has two boys that attend 
Sumner.

“It has been a very, very 
positive experience for us,” 
Goetz said. “They love it.”

The staff is also well-rested 
following the breaks, Berger 

said, which has also resulted 
in increased morale.

Sumner students return 
from their second interces-
sion Tuesday. School officials 
didn’t notice any kind of lag 
after the first intercession 
in the fall, Berger said. The 
school will have another two 
weeks of intercession at the 
end of March.

With registration for the 
next school year at Sumner 
coming up later this month, 
families in the district with 
students in grades 1-4 will 
receive a reminder letter to 
let them know that Sumner is 
an option for them, said John 
Alberts, educational services 
director for the district.

The school also has confer-
ences coming up, and at that 
time it will survey parents to 
see what is and is not working 
with the modified calendar.

“I’m hearing good things 
from most families,” Berger 
said.


