SATURDAY RECAP

HOST HASTINGS WINS GIRLS' GAME, DROPS BOYS’ GAME IN CLOSE COMPETITION
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Ivan Schmitz finished off the Raptors’ scoring by
sending a shot through traffic that got past Stoffel to
make it 3-1.

Even though the Raiders ended up on the losing
end on HDM, Klein said the day was still a special
one at the new rink,

“This venue isn't just a pop-up tent, it's here to
stay,” he said. “So this was a great showcase of it
and with the weather, we still had a ton of people,
whether they were outside or inside.”

The game was also special to Vogelgesang,
who grew up in Hastings and looked forward to
showcasing the community to his squad.

“I grew up here, and | was part of hockey here
and part of baseball here and football here,” he said.
“The people here and the coaches here made me
the man | am today, so to be able to bring my team
back and share this experience and show them
what an amazing community Hastings is and what
an awesome nonprofit United Heroes League is, is
super special. | think our kids absolutely had a blast.”

— Ryan Stieg

Hastings’ captain Olyvia Erickson (26) pushes the puck up
ice in the third period of Saturday's game.
Tim Kolehmainen / MHM Photos
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BOYS: ST. THOMAS ACADEMY
4, ROCK RIDGE 1

HASTINGS, Minn. --- With the sun starting to
set in the background, St. Thomas Academy and
Rock Ridge took to the ice to close out Hockey Day
Minnesota in Hastings, but in the end, the Cadets
charged to a 4-1 victory. STA also came out on top
on the shot chart, 33-23.

After a 0-0 first period where the Cadets held a
12-5 shot advantage, they scored three goals in the
second to take control of the game.

Peter Murray got things started for the Cadets
at the 1:38 mark when he scored off a faceoff in the
Wolverines zone. Just 21 seconds later, St. Thomas
struck again as Brody Cashill scored to make it
2-0. The Cadets then finished off their scoring in
the period at 10:07 when Maverick McKinnon
smacked a loose puck into the back of the net to
push the lead to 3-0.

The Wolverines had chances to claw back into
the game in the third on two power plays, but they
couldn't capitalize. In the final two minutes, and
while on the power play again, Rock Ridge pulled
goalie Wyatt Jonassen for the extra attacker.
However, the Cadets got a shorthanded empty
netter from Cole Braunshausen to make it 4-0.

Rock Ridge scored a goal on that power play,

a tally from Colton Bialke, but that’s all the
Wolverines could manage.
— Ryan Stieg

NHL: PANTHERS 4, WILD 3

ST. PAUL, Minn. --- The finale of Hockey Day
Minnesota always wraps up in St. Paul with the
Minnesota Wild, who have enjoyed a lot of success
and memorable moments on the unofficial
Minnesota hockey holiday the past 20 years; the
Wild are 14-4-2 on Hockey Day Minnesota.

Despite that success, the Wild lost 4-3 in overtime
to the Florida Panthers, the defending Stanley Cup
Champions. The Wild came back twice to tie the
penalty-filled game in front of a sold-out crowd of
19,103 fans at Grand Casino Arena and possessed
the puck throughout overtime before a turnover led
to the winner for Brad Marchand.

“They are a great team with some great players
out there;’ said Wild winger Matt Boldy.“So,
three-on-three, especially when they got guys like
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[Gustav] Forsling, not a lot opens up.

“They were able to kind of find one on that little
break there. | wish | was able to handle that pass
that Quinn [Hughes] gave me”

Each team went 2-for-6 on the power play in a
game where it was tough to get into a rhythm with
so many whistles and special teams. Florida scored
the only two even-strength goals of the game, on
Sam Reinhart’s goal off a rebound in front for
the 1-0 lead and then the overtime tally off a 2-on-
1 rush that Marchand buried for his second of the
game.

“It was a choppy game, | think, with so many
special teams throughout the game," said Wild
coach John Hynes.“But | thought there’s
different things that they do really well. At times we
handled it well, and there’s things that we tried to
put some pressure on them in certain areas.”

The Wild tied the game at one goal apiece
when Kirill Kaprizov scored his third goal
in two games on a five-hole shot past Sergei
Bobrovsky on the power play. But Marchand put
Florida back in front with 1 minute 40 seconds left
in the first period to go up 2-1.

In the Wild’s previous game two nights earlier
against Detroit, Minnesota responded three times
and never led until winning in overtime. It was a
similar pattern against the Panthers. Joel Eriksson
Ek scored on a backhand rebound shot on the
power play in the first five minutes of the second
period to tie the game.

Boldy, who assisted on Kaprizov’s goal, was
activated from injured reserve earlier Saturday.
Boldy had a welcome-back moment by scoring a
breakaway, shorthanded goal to put the Wild ahead
3-2 with 7:51 left in regulation. It was a pretty move
and got the crowd roaring.

Unfortunately for the Wild and their fans, the
lead didn't last long. Only 1 minute, two seconds
later, Sam Bennett tied the game with the second
power-play goal for the Panthers. That eventually
sent the game to overtime.

The Wild have played a lot of hockey lately, with
the condensed schedule making room for the
upcoming Olympic break. They‘ve also played a lot
of games going beyond 60 minutes. From Dec. 31
through Hockey Day on Jan. 24, the Wild played
seven overtimes in 13 games. The Wild have three
wins, three losses and one shootout loss in those
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St. Thomas Academy goaltender Owen Ryan was sharp in
his team's 4-1 victory over Rock Ridge.
Tim Kolehmainen / MHM Photos

games.

Against Florida, the Wild started with Kaprizov,
Boldy and defenseman Hughes on the ice. They
possessed the puck for the first three minutes but
didn’t generate any real scoring chances or a shot
ongoal.

They nearly turned the puck over a couple of
times before the luck ran out. Boldy's turnover
sprung the odd-man rush for Florida and Marchand
scored to end the game. The Panthers outshot the
Wild 34-21, with Filip Gustavsson taking the loss
in net for the Wild.

“I felt like first period wasn't our best, felt like we
didn’t get what we wanted,” Gustavsson said. “We
came out swinging there in the second period, and
we played much better. Felt like even though it was
a lot of PK and power play, | felt like we had control
of the game a little bit, and we were just driving”’

— Heather Rule
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