FRIDAY RECAP

Rochester's Nik Secen (2) has his breakaway attempt stopped by Granite City goaltender Nathan Mach.

DM 2026 FRIDAY RECAP:

SHOWGASE EVENT

JUNIOR AND MINOR LEAGUE HOCKEY TAKE CENTER STAGE ON FRIDAY NIGHT
NA3HL: LUMBERJACKS 7, GRIZZLIES 2 Playing the outdoor game as part of the Hockey

Day Minnesota festivities was doubly special for
HASTINGS, Minn. — Sawyer Zaruba grew up Zaruba, being a Hastings native. It was his first time

watching Hockey Day Minnesota. playing in Hockey Day Minnesota, and he said it was
“I've always wanted to play in it/ Zaruba said.“I'm  unbelievable. Even with below-zero temperatures.

grateful to finally get the chance to do that” “They had heaters everywhere,” Zaruba said.
Zaruba, a defenseman for the NA3HL Rochester “Ice was phenomenal, with it being this cold out.

Grizzlies, got his chance when the Grizzlies faced the  Everything was just perfect. | wouldn’t want to do it
Granite City Lumberjacks on Friday afternoon atthe  any other way.”’

United Heroes League Complex in Hastings. The only thing that wasn't perfect for Rochester
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was the final score, a 7-2 loss as Granite City took
control with a pair of three-goal periods.

Granite City took a 2-0 lead in the first period
on a pair of goals from Ty Smith less than two
minutes apart, the first coming on the power play.
Baylor Stebbins got Rochester on the board
with a shorthanded goal, but Granite City regained
the two-goal lead before intermission on Jackson
Engberg’s goal with just eight seconds left in the
first period.

Teagan Dodge gave the Lumberjacks a 4-1
lead early in the second period, but the Grizzlies’
Tevin Stukel answered less than a minute later to
make it 4-2.

The Lumberjacks got a shorthanded goal from
Eli Tiernan and Engberg’s second tally of the
game before the period was over, giving them a 6-2
lead through two periods. Micah Saxon added
a power-play goal in the first minute of the third
period. Eleven Granite City players registered a point
in the victory, and goaltender Nathan Mach made
27 saves.

Grizzlies captain Cooper Johnson, a forward
who had an assist in the game, is from Waterloo,
lowa, but he also recognizes the honor it was to
represent Rochester at Hockey Day Minnesota.

“Everyone knows Hockey Day’s a huge thing,”
Johnson said. “I'm from lowa, and | heard about
Hockey Day my entire life. This is the state of hockey.
Everyone knows about it.

“It's just so cool and surreal to play in an
environment like this.”

Grizzlies assistant coach Bob Montrose knew
how excited Zaruba was to play in the game, too.

“It's one thing to come home, it's another thing to
come home on this stage,” Montrose said.“l think he
got to experience that right in his own backyard.”

Said Zaruba: “l wouldn't trade the experience for
the world. I had a ton of fun out here. The only thing
| wish was better was we got the win.

“Loved coming back and playing in front of my
parents and friends. They did an amazing job here!”

— Heather Rule

AHL: ADMIRALS 3, WILD 2

HASTINGS, Minn. --- Hockey Day Minnesota is
frequently played during the coldest time of the
year, but Friday night’s lowa Wild Outdoor Classic
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between lowa and the Milwaukee Admirals was a
record-breaker. The -8 degrees puck drop edged
out the 2022 NHL Winter Classic at Target Field in
Minneapolis for the coldest outdoor professional
hockey game.

During the first two periods, the Wild looked like
the warmer team on the ice at Scheels Rink as they
jumped out to a 2-0 lead, but the Admirals ended
up righting the ship and rallied for a 3-2 overtime
victory.

“It was cold,” Admirals forward Jake Lucchini
said with a laugh. “l got to play one in college (with
Michigan Tech) at Bemidji, which was really cold. So,
I'm kind of used to it, but you can never really get
used to something like this. But it was a lot of fun.
We had a good time, and it was obviously nice to
win!

Former Minnesota State star forward Ryan
Sandelin also got to play on Hockey Day
Minnesota when it was played in Mankato in 2022,
which brought back some fond memories.

“It was a little different,” Sandelin said. “College

Continued on next page

lowa's Ben Jones (18) saucers a centering pass.
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