10/29/2019

Hawks soar past Spartans - Minnesota Hockey Magazine
PRO

DON'T MISS

COLLEGE

PREP

YOUTH

PHOTO GALLERIES



DIGITAL MAGAZINE

Mavericks hope 2020 is their time to shine

Home / Prep / Boys / 2016 Boys' State Tournament / Hawks soar past Spartans

Hawks soar past Spartans
By Heather Rule

Like 11

Tweet

Save

Updated: March 4, 2016

ABOUT HEATHER RULE
Heather's love for watching hockey
started when the Minnesota Wild came
to town in 2000. Before that, she
caught a few Minnesota Moose games as a
youngster, and more recently she's kept up with the
Austin Bruins and Fargo Force. She's a writer,
freelance journalist and blogger who previously
worked as a news reporter in Austin and Fergus
Falls, Minn. She enjoys watching sports and closely
follows the Wild, Minnesota Twins, IndyCar Series,
tennis and prep sports. Heather keeps up her sports
blog Thoughts from the Stands. You can follow her
on Twitter @hlrule.

SUMMER 2019 DA BEAUTY LEAGUE
ISSUE NOW AVAILABLE!
Click on the cover to view and subscribe for
FREE!!

Hermantown junior forward Ryan Sandelin (11 in white) is held up by St. Paul Academy’s Weston
Lombard (6) as he makes his way toward the puck carrier, SPA’s Dev McCabe (9). Sandelin
scored twice in the Hawks’ 7-1 Class 1A Boys’ State Hockey Tournament semiﬁnal win over the
Spartans on Friday afternoon at Xcel Energy Center. (Photo by Tim Kolehmainen / Breakdown
Sports U.S.A.)

Hermantown will try for a state title after a 7-1 semi nal win
St. Paul – Another year, and the script is pretty similar for Class 1A powerhouse Hermantown. A
couple of solid victories in the state quarterﬁnal and semiﬁnal games to land itself, once again, in
the state championship game.
They’ve taken home second place the past six seasons.
“It’s pretty hard to block that out,” coach Bruce Plante said. “It’s on our resume, as we call it.
“This is the ﬁrst year now I’ve talked about it with the team. I’ve just talked about it. The heck with
it. Try something different, hope we have some luck.”
The latest Hawks trip to the ﬁnal game comes after a dominant 7-1 victory, as the top-seeded
Hawks (26-2-1) beat No. 4 seed St. Paul Academy (24-6-0) in the Class 1A semiﬁnal Friday
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afternoon at Xcel Energy Center. Ten Hawks earned points, seven of them had multi-point games
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and ﬁve different players scored goals. Junior center Ryan Sandelin and junior Logan Judnick



each had a pair.
Hermantown’s top line picked up right where it left off after a stellar quarterﬁnal performance
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Wednesday. On the ﬁrst real scoring chance of the game, and just their second shot on goal,
senior Cole Koepke and junior Jesse Jacques assisted to get Sandelin the ﬁrst goal of the game
for a 1-0 lead.
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When Koepke made it 3-1 later in the ﬁrst, Hermantown had just six shots on goal. Similarly, they
had just eight shots when Judnick made it 4-1 in the second. That’s 50 percent as the Hawks
clearly took advantage of their chances.
“They were very opportunistic in the ﬁrst period,” said St. Paul Academy coach Matt Funk, who
added that it was Judnick’s goal at 1:22 of the second period that was the deﬂating tally.
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Though St. Paul Academy, which was on an eight-game win streak, tied the game at 1 on a
power-play goal from junior Will Kelly, it just didn’t have enough to match the Hawks. Hermantown
held a 3-1 lead after the ﬁrst period and took control of the play in the second period, not allowing
much offensive zone time for the Spartans, who took four minutes to register a shot on goal in the
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middle period.
“Ninty-ﬁve percent of games this year we’ve played either tied or ahead,” said SPA senior Justin
Jallen. “So to play from two goals back against a good Hermantown team is tough to do.”

THE TOURNEY 2016 STORIES

Sophomore center Tyler Watkins had a goal and an assist, Jacques had a goal and two assists.
Koepke and Sandelin each have eight points in the tournament, Koepke with ﬁve goals. Those are
just some of the numbers St. Paul Academy was competing with in that 7-1 loss.
Now back to that obvious question: Can Hermantown ﬁnally capture another state title after six
second-place ﬁnishes in St. Paul? We’ll know by Saturday afternoon.
“I think we’re all kind of aware of it,” Koepke said. “I think we’re all excited to play tomorrow and
hopefully get that off our backs.”

Trojan Triumph

Plante tells his players all the time to play their game.

Wayzata comes from behind to beat Eden Prairie for
ﬁrst state title

Hermantown will meet No. 2 seed Breck in the Class 1A title game Saturday afternoon. Breck beat

The Streak is Dead

Hermantown 2-1 for the 2010 championship, the game that started the six-year, Class 1A runner-
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up string for the Hawks.

Trojans take down Ponies
Hawks soar past Spartans

For Plante, he can’t seem to get away from the chatter about the state title drought.
“It doesn’t matter where I go,” he said. “I go to Walmart, some guy, 80 years old comes up to me
and says: ‘When are you going to win that thing?’”
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Hermantown’s only state title came back in 2007 over Marshall School of Duluth. The Hawks went
29-0-1 that season.
There’s also the standby debate that gets going: Should Hermantown move up to play Class 2A
hockey?
St. Paul Academy’s coach doesn’t think so. Funk thinks the decision to move should be up to the
individual school.

Gallery: Eagles vs. Trojans

“The state puts a lot of pressure on Bruce and his program to move up,” Funk said. “I’m glad

Wayzata beats Eden Prairie 5-3 for Class 2A state
championship

Bruce is in Class A.

Gallery: Hawks vs. Mustangs

“We’re in for a great championship game tomorrow.”

Gallery: Eagles vs. Thunderhawks
Gallery: Ponies vs. Trojans
Gallery: Thunderhawks vs. Lumberjacks
Gallery: Eagles vs. Tornadoes
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