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HILL-MURRAY WINS THE CHAMPIONSHIP REMATCH AGAINST EDINA IN DOUBLE OT

By Heather Rule

ore than five minutes
into double overtime,
Edina goaltender

Reese McConnell made a routine
save, stopping play and settingup a
faceoff to her right. The sound system
speakers at Xcel Energy Center blared the
chorus to “All Night Long” by Lionel Ritchie.

It did not turn out to be foreshadowing for
a marathon overtime game.

Hill-Murray scored the championship-
winning goal on the next shift to complete a
comeback and defeat top-seed Edina 5-4 for
the Class 2A girls’ state hockey title on Feb.
22. Pioneers senior Ella Hornung tipped in
sophomore defenseman Addy McClay’s shot
in front at 6:04 of double overtime.

Hornung only remembered “a little bit” of
the sequence.

“All 1 could think of was just screen the
goalie,” Hornung said. “l threw my stick out
there, it hit my backhand. Turn around, puck’s
in the net.

“Then I'm on the ground looking at
teammates.”

Hornung was mobbed by her teammates
near the Edina goal. Once the pile of players
was untangled, they tossed their gear in the
air and skated toward the other end of the ice
to celebrate in front of their student section.

No. 3 seed Hill-Murray (25-6-0) came back
three times in this championship rematch
from a year ago, when Edina won with a 2-0
shutout. Hill-Murray thwarted the Hornets’
attempt to win six girls” hockey titles in nine
years. Instead, the Pioneers won their first
title since going back-to-back in 2014-15. It
was the fourth time a Class 2A girls’ hockey




championship game was decided in overtime
(2003, 2004, 2016, 2025).

It's also the first state championship under
co-head coaches Johnny Pohl and Krissy
Wendell-Pohl, former state champions as
players, and Mr. Hockey and Ms. Hockey
winners.

The title rematch with Edina turned into a
high-scoring affair right from the start; it was
2-2 at the first intermission. Edina scored first,
on junior Cate McCoy'’s first of two goals in
the game. Pioneers senior Regan Berglund
answered to tie it 1-1 on a delayed Edina
penalty and official review. But later Edina
had a 5-on-3 advantage, and junior Lorelai
Nelson converted a wraparound goal.
Berglund added her second goal with 32.2
seconds left in the opening period.
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Top: co-coaches Johnny Pohl and Krissy Wendell-Pohl
guide the Pioneers. Bottom: Sophie Olson celebrates a
goal in the quarterfinals over Andover.
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Freshman Gwynn Skoogman scored an
unassisted goal early in the second period
to give the Pioneers a 3-2 lead. But that lead
lasted only three minutes until McCoy scored
on the power play with a sharp-angle shot to
tie the game again. Hill-Murray wouldn't lead
the game again until the overtime winner was
scored.

It looked like the game would be tied
headed into the third period, but Edina senior
Whitney Horton had one last rush up the ice,
skated around a defender and scored with 1.3
ticks on the clock for a 4-3 Edina edge. Goals
in the final minute of a period - let alone the
last seconds - can be killers. Hill-Murray didn't
let it get them down.

“We always come back to a 0-0 mindset,”
Berglund said. “We always hit the reset button
as the period ends. We're always hyping each
other up on the bench. So, | think that’s what
got us the dub today.”

That 4-3 score held throughout much of the
third period. But Hill-Murray kept pushing. The
Pioneers seemed to have their legs in the third
period. Sophomore Elliana Engelhardt tied
the game on a top-shelf shot from the slot
with 3:41 left in regulation.

The Pioneers got scoring from all three lines
in the game, plus solid contributions once
again from their defensive core. That depth
was key.

“You have to have a team to win at
Double-A,” Pohl said. “You have to. You can’t
have one kid. You can’t have one line. You
need a team. Edina has a team. They could’ve
easily won the game, too.

“We're a team, and we have depth. And we
just got the lucky bounce.”

Coming into the game, neither team had
scored an overtime winner this season. Hill-
Murray didn’t play an overtime game, and
Edina (25-4-1) tied Benilde-St. Margaret’s 0-0
in the regular season. Edina had also defeated
Hill-Murray twice during the regular season,

winning 6-3 and 6-0. But Hornets coach Sami
Cowger said her team “erased both of those
games from our memory” when it comes to
state tournament time.

Cowger liked her team’s energy coming out
of the locker for the second overtime period,
and she thought her team’s championship
experience had a chance to win out.

“The experience being here, you know what
it takes to win and you know what it feels like
to hold that trophy at the end, and you want
that,” Cowger said. “But on the other side, they
(Hill-Murray) knew what it felt like to lose that
game last year.

“So that’s an additional fire under their
butts to come out there and not feel that
again.”

Johnny Pohl talked after the semifinals
about how hard the state tournament is
to win. They learned a year ago that it's
“a physical, mental and emotional grind”
to win three games in three days against
top competition. The Pioneers defeated
Andover, the consolation champions, 5-3 in
the quarterfinals and Rosemount 5-2 in the
semifinals to reach the title game again.

Johnny Pohl praised the leadership of the
team’s seniors — Josie Skoogman, Kasey
Senden, Berglund and Hornung - noting
that it truly takes a team effort to win a
championship. The Pioneers are also still a
very young team, with only six upperclassmen
on the state tournament roster.

“This is an incredibly hard tournament to
win. Period,” Johnny Pohl said. “We got some
breaks, but | think we earned our breaks. We
were down three times in this game and came
back every single time.

“I think that speaks to the leadership and
the resilience of our seniors.” O



