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Dodge County celebrates its Class A championship.
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‘BE LEGENDARY’

DODGE COUNTY WINS THE FIRST GIRLS’ HOCKEY STATE TITLE FOR SOUTHERN MINNESOTA

By Heather Rule

_ {..7.9 he crease was black

' ‘ ! I and blue. The blue paint

on the ice was covered with

black jerseys from three Warroad skaters, and
their goaltender was just to the edge near the
post. So, where was the black hockey puckin
all this chaos with 1 minute, 3 seconds left in
the first overtime period of the Class 1A girls’
state championship game?

No one was more emphatic about that than
Dodge County junior forward Zoe Heimer.

With play stopped, Heimer had snuck a shot
around the side of the cage and ended up
standing behind the net. No signal, no horn.
Just Heimer pointing toward the back of the
goal and then skating toward her bench to
let her team know she scored on a play that

started with sophomore Maysie Koch's shot
hitting the post.

Heimer’s teammate Nora Carstensen was
on the ice and later said she was skeptical.

“l was like, ‘are you sure?”” Carstensen said.
“l was like ‘l don’t know.’ But she seemed
pretty sure. | didn't see it. | saw nothing but
Warroad bodies on the goalie.

“Let’s take Zoe's word for it. She was right.”

Officials at Xcel Energy Center reviewed the
play during the Feb. 22 game and eventually
made the “good goal” call, giving top-seed
Dodge County a 4-3 overtime victory over
three-time defending champion Warroad in a
rematch of last year’s title game that Warroad
on 5-2.

The teams waited at their benches during
the review. As replay angles were shown
on the videoboard, Dodge County fans and




players erupted when they saw a favorable
video that showed the puck over the goal line.

Dodge County senior goaltender Ida Huber
said they were planning their celebration
while waiting for the official call. Carstensen, a
senior, added: “We were wondering if we were
going to go to the student section or not.”
(Spoiler alert: They did.)

But what was coach Jeremy Gunderson
doing?

“l was drawing up the next faceoff play,
saying if we don't get this one, we've got to
score,” Gunderson said.

Once the official made the good-goal
signal, the Wildcats flooded off the bench to
celebrate.

“It felt like ages waiting for the call to
become official,” said senior Hannah
Peterson. “But the second | saw that ref’s
hand drop, it was like ‘oh my gosh.’ Like
waterworks. The second we saw that first
replay when it crossed the goal line, | just felt
like everything we had worked for, finally our
dreams came true.”

It's the first state championship for Dodge
County (24-3-2), in its third year of a Class
1A co-op. The win also marks the first girls’
state hockey championship for a southern
Minnesota school.

“l think it's huge,” Gunderson said. “I think it
puts us on the map.”

They put themselves there by beating a
traditional powerhouse from the north.

Warroad outshot Dodge County 35-23
in the game and took the first lead late in
the first period on a goal from junior Taylor
Reese. But Dodge County responded almost
immediately when Heimer scored her first
goal of the game 33 seconds later as the
Wildcats crashed the net.

Wildcats junior defenseman Kylie Meyer
scored 1 minute, 30 seconds into the second
period from the high slot to give her team the
lead.

At the second intermission, it looked
like the story of the game would be Dodge
County goaltender Huber. She stopped
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Warroad junior Linnea Harren on a point-
blank chance about three minutes into the
period. Halfway through, Warroad sophomore
Karlee Kalbrener had a wide-open net but
couldn’t convert on a juicy rebound. The
Warriors had a 2-on-1 chance with about three
minutes left in the period, and Huber made
the pad save.

The Wildcats held a 2-1 lead through two
periods, but that could have easily been
a multiple-goal deficit had it not been for
Huber’s efforts. The Warriors outshot the
Wildcats 16-4 in the second period.

Dodge County doubled its lead early in
the third period on Carstensen’s 21st goal

Continued on next page

Ida Huber (00) stood tall in goal for the Wildcats.
Tim Kolehmainen / Breakdown.zenfolio.com
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of the season and fourth of the tournament,
capitalizing on a Warroad turnover at center
ice. But halfway through the third period,
Warroad's Vivienne Marcowka turned the
game on its head in blink-and-you’ll-miss-it
fashion.

The junior defenseman scored a pair of
goals, her seventh and eighth tallies of the
season, only 21 seconds apart to tie the game
3-3. Warroad only put three shots on goal in
the third period, and two of them hit the back
of the net. The puck squeezed through Huber
on the first goal, and the second was a shot
through traffic in front.

Huber said she was nervous in the game
but didn’t have doubts.

“I'm just going to tell people | let those
two goals in on purpose just so we could get
the overtime win to make it even more cool,”
Huber said.

No penalties were assessed in the
championship game, marking only the
fourth time that’s happened in a girls’ state
tournament game and the first time in a
championship game.

The Wildcats also made their own kind of
history with a message they've carried with
them all season that's written on their locker
room door: “Be Legendary.” They also added it
to their locker room at Xcel Energy Center on
championship Saturday.

“People will always talk about it,”
Gunderson said of the championship. “It's
going to be a bit of history just like everything
else. There's no better group to have represent
southern Minnesota than this group from
Dodge County.”

Warroad (26-4-0) was attempting to
become the first girls’ hockey program to
win four consecutive state championships.
Instead, the Warriors finished as the state
runner-up for the sixth time in 16 state
tournament trips. Three of those six second-

place finishes were in overtime (2006, 2018
and 2025).

The No. 3-seeded Warriors already needed
triple overtime to reach the title game.
Freshman Lindsey Lorenson scored the
winner to upset No. 2-seed Orono 2-1 in the
semifinals. Orono dominated much of the
overtime play, even outshooting Warroad 15-8
in the second overtime, with 23 combined
shots on goal setting a tournament record in
that overtime frame.

People will always
talk about it. It's
going to be a bit
of history like
everything else.
There’s no better
group to have
represent southern
Minnesota than
this group from
Dodge County.”

(1

— Jeremy Gunderson

Despite the quick turnaround, Warroad
coach David Marvin liked how his team
played in the championship game the next
afternoon, including their quick comeback to
tie the game. They played well and controlled
the game, minus a couple of bounces here or
there, he added.

“Dodge was opportunistic,” Marvin said.
“They beat us. Bummer at the end there. We
were hoping that one wasn't in. Didn't want it
to end that way.

“Good for Dodge. They've been trying
hard, and they got their championship. They
worked hard forit.” &



