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In today’s Journal, Page 2

Responders 
train for  

emergency

Chris Reinoos/Daily Journal

The Fergus Falls Fire Department was among the groups of emergency responders who took part 
in an annual emergency action safety drill at Pisgah Dam Monday evening. The firefighters rescued a 
dummy from a log about 300 yards past the dam and carried it back to waiting vehicles.

By Rian Bosse
Daily Journal

Last Friday could be 
considered a career night 
for Otter Tail Central quar-
terback Andrew Smith. As 
his team looked to go 2-1 
against New York Mills, 
the senior gained nearly 
200 total yards of offense, 
running for 128 yards on 
15 carries and one score. 
He also threw a 47 yard 
touchdown pass in the first 
quarter of the game.

But even more impres-
sive is the weight he carried 
on his shoulders that night.

Just two nights earlier, 
the Henning teen received 
news that his parents, 
Grant and Laura Smith, 

had been in 
a head on 
c o l l i s i o n 
d r i v i n g 
home from 
c h u r c h . 
T h e y 
w o u l d 
spend the 
rest of the 
week recovering from inju-
ries in St. Cloud.

“It’s just a huge shock,” 
Smith said. “That’s the last 
thing you expect. I was just 
sitting at home after a good 
day of practice doing some 
homework and getting 
some supper.”

For the next week, friends 
and neighbors in the com-
munity offered support to 
Smith and his family as his 

parents received care. OTC 
head coach Don Seipkes, 
who coached Smith’s fa-
ther and two older brothers, 
offered his understanding 
that, in a time of tragedy, 
family is more important 
than football.

“I just called up Andrew 
on Thursday and told him, 
you know, you don’t have 
to be at the game and you 
don’t have to be at prac-
tice,” Seipkes said.

But as the team made 
their final preparations for 
the game on Thursday, 
Smith made his way out to 
the practice field.

“He said he had talked to 
his mom and dad and they 

said he was supposed to go 
on,” Seipkes added. “That’s 
the type of people they are. 
Super people. I can’t say 
enough good things about 
(the family).”

In a week suddenly 
turned tragic, football of-
fered solid footing when 
life set him back.

“Just being with your 
teammates, these guys, I 
would trust them with just 
about anything in my life,” 
Smith said. “Just to feel 
back. It’s football practice 
and it’s normal. It’s was 
nice to be back with them.”

Adversity isn’t new to 
this Bulldog team. Already 
supporting running back 
Jake Trosdahl as he deals 
with a foot injury that has 

threatened his season, help-
ing Smith through the dif-
ficult time was another ex-

ample of what teammates 
in a tight-knit community 

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

It’s not too often the 
Fergus Falls City Council 
splits a vote on an issue. 

But it happened Mon-
day evening when it voted 
against using communica-
tion such as Skype (a soft-
ware application that allows 
users to have a spoken con-
versation over the Internet 
often using a webcam) for 
council members to attend 
meetings from a remote 
location if they would be 
unable to be there in person.

“This would be an ex-
ception rather than a regu-
lar practice,” said council 
member Tim Rundquist, 
who requested the city 
make arrangements for 
him to attend meetings via 
Skype.

With a 5-3 vote, the 
council voted down the res-
olution to use interactive 
television technology (such 
as Skype) to allow council 
members to attend meet-
ings. Council members 
Anthony Hicks, Rundquist 
and Ben Schierer voted 
yes, while Jay Cichosz, Jim 
Fish, Scott Rachels, Randy 
Synstelien and Stan Synste-
lien voted no.

The council discussed for 
40 minutes Monday wheth-

er to bring in this technolo-
gy before taking a vote.

“This would be good for 
all of us who are called 
away for business,” Rund-
quist said. “This is not just 
for me. It’s for all of us.”

Rundquist said he 
doesn’t anticipate missing 
council meetings, but was 
more concerned about the 
committee meetings, once a 
month on Wednesdays.

For the past two weeks, 
City Administrator Mark 
Sievert and the city staff had 
a chance to test out how the 
use of Skype would work 
in council chambers. Sound 
system upgrades and wire-
less Internet in the council 
chambers are in the works 
and look to be done some-
time before year’s end.

All council members 
would need to see each 

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

A lawsuit alleging racial 
discrimination under fed-
eral law and the Minnesota 
fair housing law was filed 
last week against three Fer-
gus Falls residents and a 
business.

The complaint alleges 
seven counts including 
violations of federal and 
Minnesota housing dis-
crimination statutes, breach 
of contract under Minneso-
ta law, promissory estop-
pel under Minnesota law, 
wrongful eviction under 
Minnesota law, tortious 
interference with contract 
under Minnesota law, def-
amation under Minneso-

ta law and 
intentional 
infliction of 
e m o t i o n a l 
distress un-
der Minne-
sota law.

F e r g u s 
Falls attor-
ney Timothy Rundquist 
filed the lawsuit Sept. 13 in 
Otter Tail County District 
Court on behalf of Fred 
and Rea Sasseville against 
Richard Herbrandson, 
James Danner, RE/MAX 
Signature Properties and 
Sherrie Rivallier.

The Sassevilles are seek-
ing more than $450,000 to-
tal for actual and punitive 
damages, plus attorney’s 
fees and expenses.

The lawsuit alleges that, 
after entering into a rental 
agreement with Herbrand-
son for a house at 504 East 
Lakeside Drive, until the 
Sassevilles could arrange 
financing for the house and 
purchase it, the agreement 
was wrongfully breached 
due to Fred Sasseville’s Af-
rican-American race.

According to the com-
plaint, the Sassevilles start-
ed moving items into the 
house in late June. During 
this time, Herbrandson 
allegedly asked a Lake-
side Drive resident, and 
acquaintance of the Sas-
sevilles, if he “knew them 
well” and added that he was 
“starting to regret” renting 
to the Sassevilles. On July 

1, as the Sassevilles contin-
ued to move in, a group of 
people, including another 
Realtor and Rivallier, came 
by the house saying they 
had an appointment to look 
at the house to buy it, the 
complaint says.

That night, Herbrandson 
allegedly stopped by the 
house and told Rea Sasse-
ville to stop moving in until 
he had a $5,000 cashier’s 
check for the deposit. She 
reportedly told him the 
check from an estate was 
coming via mail, but she 
hadn’t received it yet.

Rivallier, a former em-
ployee of the Sassevilles 
who was terminated last 
year, allegedly called Her-

Associated Press

ST. PAUL — Minneso-
ta’s topsoil moisture has 
improved, thanks to recent 
rain.

The U.S. Department 
of Agriculture says an av-
erage of 0.95 inch of rain 
fell statewide in the week 
ending Sunday.

Central Minnesota re-
ceived the most rainfall, at 
1.55 inches.

Minnesota’s topsoil 
moisture improved to 36 
percent adequate. However, 

subsoil moisture declined to 
34 percent adequate.

Minnesota farmers have 
nearly finished the small 
grain harvest. The spring 
wheat harvest is slightly 
ahead of normal, at 97 per-
cent complete.

But corn and soybean 
development continues to 
lag behind last year’s pace. 
Corn is 5 percent mature, 
compared with last year’s 
75 percent. Fifty-eight per-
cent of the soybean crop is 
turning yellow, 36 percent-
age points behind last year.

Spartans win
The M State  
Spartans win their 
home golf meet by 
34 strokes Monday, 
see Page 7.
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Rian Bosse/Daily Journal

Otter Tail Central quarterback Andrew Smith (No. 
2) runs the offense for the Bulldogs this year. Smith 
played in Friday night’s game against New York Mills 
despite his parents receiving serious injuries in an au-
tomobile accident last Wednesday night.

Smith

ON THE ROAD

See QB — Page 3

• Tamela Gadow, 54, Fergus 
Falls
• Shirley Hurd, 78, formerly 
of Fergus 
Falls
• Sean Campbell, 34, Deer 
Creek
• Pamella Whyte-Campbell, 
26, Deer Creek


