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HILLSBORO —
Workers who have been
locked out at their jobs at
American Crystal Sugar
for more than a year will
hold a fifth vote on the
company's last contract
offer this month.

Gayln Olson is the pres-
ident of workers' union in
Hillsboro. Olson tells The
Grand Forks Herald the
workers will vote on the
contract on April 13.

The union last voted on
the contract in December.
At that point, 55 percent of
the union workers voted to

reject the contact.
About 1,300 American

Crystal Sugar workers
have been locked out since
August 2011 after they
rejected the company's
contract.

After break, Minn.
lawmakers face
long to-do list

ST. PAUL — For
Minnesota lawmakers,
spring break is over and the
required end of the 2013
legislative session is not far
around the corner.

The Legislature returns
Tuesday with about seven

weeks to finish writing a
new two-year budget,
decide whether to legalize
gay marriage and make any
revisions to state gun laws.

House Speaker Paul
Thissen says lawmakers
should expect the pace to
pick up considerably.
Much of April will be
spent voting on pieces of
the budget.

Leaders say the bill to
allow same-sex marriage
won't come up until budget
bills are voted off the
House and Senate floors.

Also unresolved are
measures to boost the min-
imum wage and to provide

a subsidy toward a planned
Mayo Clinic expansion in
Rochester.

Counselors help 
students deal 
with siblings' death

ZIMMERMAN —
Counselors will be avail-
able at an elementary
school in eastern
Minnesota where students
will deal with the loss of
two classmates.

Students at Zimmerman
Elementary School return
from spring break Tuesday.
They will likely look for
answers as to why 7-year-

old Stephanie Shields and
her 6-year-old brother,
Nolan, were found dead on
Easter Sunday.

The bodies of the chil-
dren and their mother, 35-
year-old Stephanie
Shields, were found in
their home by a family
member. Authorities say

no suspects are being
sought in the deaths, but
declined to explain. They
also won't say how the
three died.

Principal Susan
Johnston tells KMSP-TV
that school officials were
notified Monday of the sib-
lings' deaths. 
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and a group of citizens
started it as a project,”
Kreft said. 

The class has also
worked on the Elbow
Lake Courthouse and does
something in the town’s
library each year. The cur-
rent class project will be
to build a picnic shelter at
Fairhaven beach and the
group is coordinating the
effort with the Elbow
Lake Lions club. 

With each project the
class does, Kreft said stu-
dents have something
around town that they can
take pride in.

“These are things that
can stick with them, that
they can cherish later and
think back to the part they
had in getting it done,”
Kreft said. 

While the class usual
attracts those interested in
careers like carpentry and

construction, the class has
had a wide variety of
appeal over the years and
includes many students
who go on to use the expe-
rience in the future.

“I’ve had at least,
thinking right now off the
top of my head, a half a
dozen, and I’m sure there
are more,” said Kreft.
“They’ve gone on to be
things like architects,
draftsmen and other types
of work like that.”

For principal Nels
Onstad, the class high-
lights the district’s empha-
sis on involvement, but is
also a way to make sure
that students and staff are
recognized for doing the
things that they are pas-
sionate about. 

“Mr. Kreft should be
recognized for taking this
initiative, not only to pro-
vide this type of service to
the community, but the
on-going process between

his commitment to the
school and the communi-
ty,” said Onstad. “We’re
very proud of that group

and what they do. It’s a
great chance to let our stu-
dents shine and that’s
what we’re all about.”

with me on these details,”
Sievert said, of
VanAntwerpen.

The project’s proposal
has 35 photographers shoot-
ing at the RTC from 12 p.m.
to 3 p.m. May 4. The staff
response to the proposal did
not agree with some of the
proposal’s points, creating
the lengthy discussion
Monday.

Council member Jay
Cichosz said clarification
was part of the issue.

“I think we’ve gotten
some different information
at times,” Cichosz said. For
example, the idea that there
were multiple photo ses-
sions instead of just one.
May 3 and May 5 would be
days for standard tours of
the RTC by the Friends of
the Kirkbride.

“I personally don’t have a
problem with getting this
photographed,” Cichosz
said. “What can we do to get
this done?”

Council member Ben
Schierer agreed that there’s
value to the project. The
council approved a security
control outline for the RTC
March 18. It was something
they didn’t want to prevent
beneficial projects, he said.

“I’m afraid that’s what’s
happening here,” Schierer
said.

Initially, the city recom-
mendation for the project
included a $5,000 deposit to

cover for estimated staff
time and electricity.

“I think Christian would
say that would be a deal
breaker,” said the Rev. Jon
Olson, project liaison who
spoke on behalf of the proj-
ect Monday.

Sievert said they could
possibly come up with six
security people, which was
more than the estimates as
part of the city recommen-
dation.

Council member Scott
Rachels said he knows it’s a
good project, but he wanted
VanAntwerpen to come and
present the details to the
council. He also was con-
cerned about straying too
much from the plan of
charging as part of the secu-
rity guidelines.

“He picked a date with-
out even asking us,” Rachels
said. “We have to stick to
our plan.”

Olson said there was
“verbal encouragement that
it would likely happen” back
in January, and that part of
this feels like the rules
changed during the game,
while the guidelines were
being worked out.

The purpose of the proj-
ect is to preserve the memo-
ry of the Kirkbride’s service
as a state hospital before it’s
either re-purposed or demol-
ished. The photos would be
placed on a website where
they would be interactively
viewable to the public.
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‘Students have something they can take pride in’

Rian Bosse/Daily Journal

West Central Area teacher John Kreft helps student
Brady Combs measure out the frame of a dog
house. Kreft’s class helps to construct community
projects that improve the local area. 

Locked-out Crystal workers to vote on contract

LOCAL GRAIN

Monday, April 1
Corn.....................................................6.06
Soybeans..........................................13.56
Wht.mill...............................................7.31

LOCAL HOGS

Monday, April 1
Butchers: 50% lean $53; Sows: $48
to $55; Boars: Call 736-5464 for
price.

OTC FSA PRICES

Monday, April 1
Corn..........................................6.78
Barley........................................4.93
Oats..........................................3.94
HRS..........................................7.62
HRW.........................................6.74
Sun (Oil)..................................22.02
Soybeans................................13.74

LOCAL MARKETS

CLASSIFIEDS
SELL!

 


