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‘Hustle,’ ‘Gravity’ lead Oscars

Associated Press

The Academy Awards
appear to be the three-horse
race many expected it would
be, with “Gravity,” ” Ameri-
can Hustle” and “12 Years a
Slave” all receiving a heap
of nominations.

The nominations for the
86th Academy Awards, an-
nounced Thursday morn-
ing in Beverly Hills, Calif,,
were led by the 3-D space
odyssey “Gravity” and the
con-artist caper “American
Hustle,” both with 10 nom-
inations. The harrowing
historical epic “12 Years a
Slave” trailed closely with
nine nominations.

All were among the nine
films nominated for best pic-
ture. The other nominees are
“Captain Phillips,” “’Dallas
Buyers Club,” “’Her,” “’Ne-
braska,” ’The Wolf of Wall
Street” and “Philomena.”

The most notable omis-
sion by the academy was
Tom Hanks, whose lead
performance in “Captain
Phillips” was widely con-

MN Somali
nominated

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS —
A Somali actor from
Minnesota who made his
acting debut in the Tom
Hanks’ movie “Captain
Phillips” has received
an Oscar nomination for
supporting actor.

Barkhad Abdi and
three other amateur
Somali actors from Min-
nesota portray pirates
who hijack an American
cargo ship off the Horn
of Africa in 2009 and
take its captain, played
by Hanks, hostage. Abdi

actor
for Oscar

is the pirates’ ringleader.

Appearing on NBC’s
Today show Thursday,
Abdi said he was so
excited about the immi-
nent Oscar nominations
that he couldn’t sleep
Wednesday night.

Abdi was also nom-
inated for a Golden
Globe, which was
awarded to Jared Leto
for Dallas Buyers Club.

Captain Phillips has
also received Oscar nom-
inations for best picture,
best adapted screenplay,
film editing, sound edit-
ing and sound mixing.

sidered a shoo-in. It was
a particularly surprising
snub since Hanks is wide-
ly beloved by the academy,

having been nominated five
times previously, winning
for “Forest Gump” and
“Philadelphia.”

Robert Redford, expect-
ed by many to be nominat-
ed for the shipwreck drama
“All Is Lost,” also missed
out on a best actor nod.

The best actor nominees
are Chiwetel Ejiofor (“12
Years a Slave”), Bruce Dern
(“Nebraska”), Leonardo Di-
Caprio (“The Wolf of Wall
Street”), Matthew McCo-
naughey (“Dallas Buyers
Club”) and Christian Bale
(“American Hustle”)

Disney’s making-of
“Mary Poppins” tale “Sav-
ing Mr. Banks” also failed
to land either a best picture
nomination or a best actress
nod for Emma Thompson.

The best actress nominees
are Amy Adams (“Ameri-
can Hustle”), Cate Blanch-
ett (“Blue Jasmine”), San-
dra Bullock (“Gravity”),
Judi Dench (“Philomena”)
and Meryl Streep (“August:
Osage County”).

With her nomination,
Streep pads her record for
most acting nominations.
This is her 18th nod, includ-
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Life-giving donation

Sam Riedel preps Kim Dewey’s arm before giving blood Wednesday during the Red Cross blood drive
at the National Guard Armory in Fergus Falls. Donors braved cold weather to make donations at the

Rian Bosse/Daily Journal

Fees: Could put field plans on hold next summer

From Page 1

fees because of all the fund-
raising that was done for
the ball field.

“It feels like a tax,” Wil-
son said.

They’re  about  half-
way done paying off the
$97,000 of the Farmer’s
Field project, according to
Prischmann, which includ-
ed a grass infield, enclosed
dugouts, fencing, enclosed
batting cages and bullpens.

The city provided a con-

crete slab behind the back-
stop and a larger set of
bleachers.

The newly-converted
baseball field will be ready
to use this spring.

They borrowed about
two-thirds of the $97,000
and are working to pay it
off with fundraisers and
grants. That’s one reason
Prischmann’s  concerned
about the proposed fees.

“By raising these fees
to us ... it’s going to im-
pede and slow down our
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payback process,” he
said. “Our initial plan was
to do this field and then
pay it off and then move
right over to the Legion
field because it needs
some serious help, too.”
Improvements to the
Legion field could run
upwards of $40,000 for
the backstop padding and
infield drainage fixes, ac-
cording to Prischmann.
Adding the lining fees
has put some doubt into

the plan.

“It doesn’t make you
want to pour a lot more
money into a project,” he
said.

Committee member
Ben Schierer saw the
merit in Prischmann’s
comments and wants to
compare costs with other
sports.

The committee will
likely look at that infor-
mation at the next meet-
ing.
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ing three wins, the last for
2011°s “The Iron Lady.”

Martin Scorsese’s “The
Wolf of Wall Street” came
into Thursday as one of the
biggest question marks of
an awards season that has
often left many guessing.
The nearly three-hour Wall
Street extravaganza of mon-
ey, sex and drugs became a
lightning rod of debate, with
many questioning whether
it glamorized the infamous
trader Jordan Belfort.

But “The Wolf of Wall
Street” landed big nomina-
tions: best picture, best ac-
tor (DiCaprio), best director
(Scorsese, his eighth for di-
recting) and best supporting
actor (Jonah Hill).

Also doing well Thurs-
day were Spike Jonze’s
futuristic romance “Her”
(five nominations, includ-
ing best original screenplay
for Jonze), and Alexander
Payne’s  black-and-white
road trip “Nebraska” (six
nominations, including best
director for Payne).

JG Penney
closing

33 stores,

1 is in Minn.
Associated Press

WORTHINGTON
J.C. Penney plans to close
33 stores, including one
in Minnesota, as part of a
cost-cutting initiative.

The Minnesota store
slated for closure is at the
Northland Mall in Worth-
ington.

J.C. Penney announced
Wednesday it will cut 2,000
jobs as the struggling de-
partment-store operator
tries to get back on the path
to profitability.

One of the day’s biggest
winners was the 27-year-old
producer Megan Ellison,
the daughter of billionaire
Larry Ellison. Her Annapur-
na Pictures produced two
of the best-picture nomi-
nees (“American Hustle”
and “Her”) as well as the
Wong Kar-Wai martial arts
drama “The Grandmaster.”
She celebrated by tweeting
“17!” — the total nomina-
tions her films received.

Though historically the
most-nominated films have
taken home best picture,
that’s not been the case in
recent years. Six of the last
10 years the most-nominat-
ed film hasn’t triumphed in
the end, including last year
when Steven pielberg’s
“Lincoln,” with 12 nomi-
nations, was beaten by Ben
Affleck’s “Argo.”

This year’s Oscar tele-
cast on March 2, with Ellen
DeGeneres hosting for the
second time, has particular
pressure on it to live up to
the increasingly popular
Golden Globes.
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Looking for someone to
give you an edge?
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cortinuously for 20 years through many
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