
CENTENNIAL SQUEEZES BY MAPLE GROVE 63-60 IN OVERTIME FINISH
The Cougars had just 14 points at halftime but clawed back with 49 second-half points to get the victory over the Crimson.
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Centennial's Jodi Anderson is fouled by Maple Grove's Sophia Kormann (42) on a drive to the basket. Anderson scored 17 points to lead Centennial. Photo by Mark Hvidsten, SportsEngine
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Teams playing well at the right time near the end of a season can be key. Or at least it makes a good talking point. On a smaller scale, Centennial girls’ basketball picked the exact right
time of the game to play its best basketball against Maple Grove.

Centennial trailed for most of regulation Tuesday until some clutch three-pointers started falling and provided a lead with a little more than 3-1/2 minutes to play.

“We’re never out of the game,” said Centennial senior guard Jodi Anderson. “We’re never going to give up on a game.”

Never giving up served the host Cougars (11-1, 7-0) well as they pulled off the come-from-behind 63-60 victory in overtime against Northwest Suburban Conference rival Maple Grove. The
Cougars didn’t even let a buzzer-beating three-pointer at the end of regulation from Maple Grove sophomore Kennedy Klick stop their momentum.

Photo Gallery: Maple Grove vs Centennial

Centennial, ranked No. 4 in Class 4A by Minnesota Basketball News, led 4-3 early before trailing most of the way, in the neighborhood of 10 points. The Cougars trailed 24-14 at halftime
but were never out of the game and stayed close in the game full of tight defense.

The Cougars were down by eight late in the second half when the ice-cold shots turned red-hot. Anderson hit a pair of three-pointers to get her team within two, the closest the game had
been since the start. After a timeout and a bucket from Maple Grove, Megan Stacy, a Centennial sophomore guard off the bench, drained back-to-back three-pointers about 30 seconds
apart for a 47-45 Centennial lead.

“Those three-shots from Jodi and Megan, the two from Megan, that just really put us ahead and it got us pretty hyped,” said Centennial senior center Jenna Guyer. “We were in the zone.”

Those four long-range shots were quite the contrast to earlier in the game for Centennial. As the Crimson built up a 14-6 lead, the Cougars missed seven three-pointers during that stretch
and missed 10 in the first half. Anderson made the lone triple in the first half but not until there was 1 minute, 22 seconds left until the break to make it a 24-14 game deficit.

Once Centennial took the lead late in the game, it never gave it back.
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“I’m so glad we just kept pushing through,” Anderson said. “Just have to keep shooting. They’ll fall. We’ve just got to keep focusing, that’s going through my head the whole time.”

The tight game grew even tighter down the stretch, where free throws became the key. Centennial junior guard Camille Cummings made her shots from the line with 52.1 seconds left for a
three-point lead. Guyer followed suit with 4.8 seconds left to go up 53-50 before the buzzer-beater sent the game to overtime.

Eight of Centennial’s 10 overtime points came at the free-throw line, capping a 14-for-14 team effort at the line from the second half on. Contrast that to Maple Grove, which went 3-for-8
from the line after giving up the lead late.

“Ice in their veins when it comes to those clutch free throws,” said Centennial coach Jamie Sobolik. “And not a lot of rim on a lot of them either. So that was nice to see, especially when we
struggled with free throws in the first half, too.”

Centennial made 3-of-7 free throws in the first half.

In overtime, Centennial took a four-point lead and Maple Grove didn’t score until there were less than 30 seconds left of the four-minute overtime period. It was a six-point game at the
end, but Klick came through with one more three-pointer with a couple seconds left.

One of those players with “ice in her veins” Tuesday, going 4-for-4 from the line in overtime, was Marisa Frost. She celebrated her 15th birthday Tuesday and finished second in scoring for
Centennial with 11 points.

It’s the third game the freshman guard has started for the Cougars, and Sobolik was impressed with her ability to create openings on offense and also her defense in the latter part of the
second half.

“She might not have got a lot of steals, but she was getting tips,” Sobolik said. “She was able to create a lot for us on offense with her ability to get to the rim.”

For the No. 6-4A Crimson (10-2, 4-1), senior guard Kylie Baranick led the way with 14 points, while junior Ari Gordon added 11 and eighth-grader Jordan Ode scored a season-high 10
points. The Crimson are “still learning what life’s going to look like without (senior) Jordyn Lamker,” said coach Mark Cook. Lamker had knee surgery on Friday and is out for the season,
according to Cook.

The Maple Grove coach said his team “played their hearts out” and did what they wanted to defensively. But the Crimson's shooting grew cold when Centennial’s turned hot.

“That ended up being the difference in the ball game,” Cook said. “They made some plays down the stretch, and we just didn’t.” 

Sophomore Megan Stacy (24) puts up the first of her two three-point baskets late in regulation that gave Centennial its first lead of the game. Photo by Mark Hvidsten, SportsEngine

First Report
A tight, defensive battle throughout, a buzzer-beater and overtime. Just the type of exciting girls’ basketball game one might expect for a couple of closely ranked teams in Class 4A.

Centennial (11-1, 7-0), ranked No. 4 in Class 4A by Minnesota Basketball News, came back from a 24-14 halftime deficit to defeat Northwest Suburban Conference rival and No. 6-
4A Maple Grove 63-60 in overtime Tuesday at Centennial High School.

Centennial trailed for most of regulation until four three-pointers from senior Jodi Anderson and sophomore Megan Stacy gave the Cougars the 47-45 lead with under four minutes to play
in the second half. Maple Grove’s Kennedy Klick hit a buzzer-beater from long range to tie it 53-53 and force overtime.

The Cougars used eight free throws in overtime to help secure the victory. Anderson scored a game-high 19 points. Kylie Baranick led scoring for the Crimson with 14 points.

The victory marked Centennial’s first against Maple Grove since Feb. 11, 2019; the Crimson (10-2, 4-1) won both meetings last season. Tuesday's game is the only regular season meeting
between the two rivals.  



Maple Grove senior Kylie Baranick (12) took the ball to the basket against Centennial's Jenna Guyer in the first half. Baranick led the Crimson with 14 points. Photo by Mark Hvidsten,
SportsEngine

Which team will win?
Maple Grove

20%

Centennial

80%

Total Votes: 5

The MN Girls' Basketball Hub poll is for entertainment purposes only.
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Get to know them: Outstate players to keep an eye on

By Tim Kolehmainen, SportsEngine 01/18/2021, 4:45pm CST
We selected returning girls' basketball players from all four classes from around the state as members of a dream that that are poised to make an impact this season.
Read More

Minnesota high school athlete eligibility rules get fresh scrutiny

By David La Vaque, Star Tribune 06/02/2020, 7:30pm CDT
The Minnesota State High School League is exploring revisions of two contentious league bylaws that help determine student-athlete eligibility.
Read More

2019-2020 MN High School Hubs Photo of the Year winner

By SportsEngine 05/15/2020, 2:00pm CDT
See which picture was voted the best from our coverage this past year.
Read More

Prep basketball teams deprived of tournament get consolation honor

By David La Vaque, Star Tribune 04/27/2020, 3:30pm CDT
All teams in contention for basketball state titles when the COVID-19 pandemic ended play will be known as "finalists'' and receive trophies and medals.
Read More 1 Comment

Forty players selected to the 2019-20 all-state teams

By Paul Patane, SportsEngine 03/16/2020, 3:15pm CDT
Ten players from each class were chosen to their respective all-state team, while the honorable mention lists go quite a bit deeper.
Read More 4 Comments
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Sports
Gophers basketball transfer Both Gach battles through setbacks

By Marcus Fuller02/26/2021, 9:22pm

Mirroring the Gophers' sudden turn in the wrong direction, Both Gach is too injured and too flustered to help turn things around.

Minnesota Twins reliever Hansel Robles COVID victim without getting sick

By Phil Miller02/26/2021, 8:32pm

The coronavirus pandemic contributed to Hansel Robles' miserable 2020. "It got to me," he said of remaining indoors then worrying about the virus when permitted to leave.

Replacing Malik Beasley will be a team effort for Minnesota Timberwolves

By Kent Youngblood, Star Tribune02/26/2021, 10:04pm

No one player is going to replace the 20.5 points Malik Beasley had before his suspension. Wolves coach Chris Finch said he's expecting everyone to do a little bit more.

Ex-Lynx guard Renee Montgomery becomes part-owner of WNBA's Dream after Kelly Loeffler sells team

By Michael Rand02/26/2021, 1:54pm
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The team was sold after former Sen. Kelly Loeffler came under fire from players in the league. Messaging from players played a role in Loeffler's U.S. Senate defeat.

40 years ago, the meek, mild, Minnesota North Stars started the greatest brawl in NHL history

By Jeff Day02/26/2021, 9:39pm

It took seven seconds for the first punch to be thrown and the first period lasted 91 minutes. The North Stars lost the game but, because of what took place that night, won a bigger battle
later that season.
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