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Flowers For Fleury

After the Wild forced overtime and clinched a playoff spot, it was a vintage Fleury EDITION!
show.
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The Minnesota Wild thanked Marc-Andre Fleury at the end of Tuesday's game, an overtime victory, against Anaheim. (MHM Photo /
Heather Rule)

ST. PAUL — The Wild were 22 seconds away from an ending that could have potentially ended its
season, with a regulation loss. Instead, what followed was game-tying goal to clinch a playoff spot
and an overtime period that perhaps created a storybook ending to a hall of fame career.

But Joel Eriksson Ek tied the game 2-2 officially with 22 seconds remaining in regulation Tuesday
night against the Anaheim Ducks at Xcel Energy Center. That goal helped send the Wild to the
playoffs; all they needed was one point in the game, which they achieved when they sent the
game to overtime.

With the playoff spot clinched at the end of regulation, starting goaltender Filip Gustavsson
wanted a word with coach John Hynes at the bench.

“He came to me and just said, ‘We get in, do you think we could put Flower in?"" Hynes said. "l was
like, "Yeah, great idea.”

So, as the teams prepared for the reset before 3-on-3 overtime, backup netminder Marc-Andre
Fleury got off the bench and started stretching on the ice. Fans noticed, and the cheers grew
louder as he took his place in the crease. The 40-year-old goaltender was coming in cold. But the
move was heartwarming.

He was thrown right into the fire, too, as the Wild went on the penalty kill just 18 seconds into

overtime, the only Wild penalty of the night.

No worries. The Flower squeezed a vintage performance into the overtime period that lasted
nearly the full five minutes. Fleury made five saves in his 4:42 of ice time to earn his 575th career
victory. Along the way, he also got some help from his friend, the goal post, with a Ducks shot that
just missed. He made sure to thank the post in his traditional way, by giving it a quick tap with his




glove hand. Fleury also made a sprawling pad save earlier in the sequence.

“That was just an unbelievable regular season
ending to Marc-Andre Fleury's career,” said e f
winger Marcus Foligno. "To come in and get Ille i
awarded a penalty, too, to kill a penalty kill,
we're all looking at each other like are you
kidding me? | can't believe the ref called that to
just throw Flower under the bus like that. And
then to see two poke-check saves and a post
and keep playing the puck, too, it was electric
and it's so fitting for the way you can end that

guv’s regular-season career” playing only the overtime period. (MHM Photo / Rick Ofson)
His saves helped keep overtime alive, and the

Wild eventually won the game 3-2 on a Matt

Boldy goal with 18 seconds left. While it's traditional to mob the player who scored the game
winner, Fleury's teammates mobbed him near center ice.

“I think our fate was winning the game like we did," said Wild defenseman Jake Middleton. “Maybe
it was fate to go to overtime and get Flower in net the way we did, too. What a all-class move by
Gus there, too. Very cool”

A fond memory
Fleury said he was "very surprised,’ plus a little shocked and a little worried when he was called
upon for overtime.

“I'd been sitting there for a few hours,” Fleury said. "A good talk from Gus, and obviously Hynes let
me go in, too. I'm happy | got to go play just a little bit more at home."

He was a much happier hockey player than six days earlier when he stood in front of his locker stall
following another Wild overtime win, but in that topsy-turvy game against San Jose, Fleury
allowed seven goals. That game last Wednesday was set up to be his final home start of the
regular season in his career. Afterward, he could only take solace in the fact that the team got the
important two points, and the emotions of the national anthem, when his three children joined him
in the goal crease.

“I think I'll remember the national anthem and having two points,” Fleury said, after the game
against San Jose.

The Wild had a chance to win-and-get-in in Calgary on Friday, but they lost 4-2 and Fleury saw a
few minutes in net late in the game when Gustavsson was pulled. That meant Fleury didn't start in
Vancouver the next night either, which was a likely plan, but the Wild still needed the valuable
points and went with Gustavsson in net.

It looked like Fleury might not see meaningful minutes or get another shot at a regular-season

sendoff. Until overtime, with the relief of the playoff clinch scenario in the bag.

“I feel lucky to have another chance to play in front of them,” Fleury said, of his family in
attendance and the Wild fans, who went nuts for his entrance into the game and showered him
with "FLEURY! FLEURY!" chants. "Get a win. Not give up seven goals. That was nice, too. Hopefully
they remember that time.

Fleury had tears in his eyes by the end of the postgame media session: "It was fun to go one more
time out there and play the game | love. That was cool.”

After the victory, the Wild players and fans saluted Fleury as he stood at center ice with a graphic
on the videoboard above thanking him: “Merci Fleury."

Flower deserves all his flowers. That seems to be the unanimous opinion among Wild players.

“Every compliment, everything that's been thrown his way, he deserves,” Middleton said. “"He's just

one of the best dudes in hockey.

| | i W 1751 COPE AVE E MAPLEWOOD
\ / i = it \ L7 (651) T70-1344

S o i B | -
’smusnacmgf‘ “

€ ] P ==

ol i Ny SKATES & BICYCLES
RELATED TOPICS ANAHEIM DUCKS FILIP GUSTAVSSON HOME JAKE MIDDLETON JOEL ERIKSSON EK
JOHN HYNES MARC-ANDRE FLEURY MARCUS FOLIGNO MATT BOLDY MINNESOTA WILD

AN  octhorDula




g EuLEr e

tching hockey started w

linnesota Wild came to town in 2000. Before that, she

Heather's love for v

Minnes: ently she's kept up with the Austin Bruins

Moose games as ay

. She's a freelance journalist revious ed as a ne " ter in Austin and Fergus Falls,
ennis and prep
X @hlrule or

atching sports and closely fo

1er keeps up her sports blog Thoughts from the Stands. You can follow her on Tw
nstagram @hlrule.

CLICK TO COMMENT

ALSO0 ON MINNESOTA HOCKEY MAGAZINE

My Friendship Shoulder injuries

Breathe easy this summer in a stylish with Henry nothing to shrug
lininco IETIERl Boucha at

MORE IN COLUMNISTS

RIMDUrTAY

Back-To-Back Champs Winning Frost Wamning lcy Hot

Guerin's To-Do List
Depth shines in overtime as the Taylor Heise's 1st goal of the playoffs The Minnesota Frost have won four of With the Parise/Suter contracts off the
Minnesota Frost defeat Ottawa 3-1in was the series-clinching tally in their last five games and lead the... books, the Wild GM should address 3
the Walter... overtime to... areas...

“ The Minn

Early Exit Frosty Finish

Though this playoff series had a The Minnesota Frost have struggled
different feel, the Wild lost to Vegas in..  with offensive production and are in
danger of missing...

Hockey
olofolole

Privacy Policy ~ Terms and Conditions  About MHM  Advertise with MHM

Copyright © 2017 The League Theme. Theme by M

Monsterlnsights

Contact MHM




