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Rink Rule: Sharks vs. Wild
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Kirill Kaprizov scored a pair of goals, including the overtime winner, against San lose on Wednesday night. (MHM Photo / Rick Olson)

ST. PAUL, MINN. — A Wild game broke out at Xcel Energy Center on Wednesday night. No, really. It
was a wild game in every sense of the word.

Going up against the league's worst team, the 20-win San Jose Sharks, the Wild were hunting two
points in the standings. They got them, but it took an offensive outburst and overcoming defense
lapses to get there with an eventual 8-7 overtime win that also included a combined six goals from
two returning starts.

Here are five rules from the Wild's second overtime victory this week:

1. Kirill Kaprizov returned to the lineup for the first time since Jan. 26 after a lower-body injury,
and he scored a power-play goal.

At the first stoppage of play, Kirill Kaprizov stepped onto the ice for the ensuing faceoff. Downtime
in the game, but the Minnesota fans offered loud cheers for the winger playing in just his fourth
game since Christmas.

Kaprizov scored a power-play goal late in the second period to tie the game 4-4. It was a snipe
from down low after he tried earlier on the man advantage to fire the puck toward the net and
perhaps get a tip from a teammate.

After the game got to overtime, Kaprizov got a feed from Mats Zuccarello and finished the crazy
game with a blast from a similar spot on the ice for his 10th overtime winner. Game over.

“It was not our best defense game,” Kaprizov said. "But it's nice win. We take these two points!

2. Joel Eriksson Ek also returned to the lineup after being out injured since the 4 Nations Face-
Off. He scored a career-high four goals.

loel Eriksson Ek stole the show with a career-high four goals. His first goal was part of a chaotic
couple of minutes in the six-goal second period. Then he scored three consecutive tallies with 11.9
left in the second period and 1 minute, 2 seconds into the third period — both on the power play —
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He added goal No. 4 only 1 minute, 4 seconds later. The first three goals were all classic Eriksson
Ek — rebounds and crashing the net, scoring from around the blue paint. The last one was a feed

from Matt Boldy, who assisted on three of Eriksson Ek's goals, that found him in the slot.

“Good bounces,” Eriksson Ek said. “They chirped me, or Hartzy (Ryan Hartman) did, that they were
all in the crease, so the fourth one was a little bit better”

Eriksson Ek's season goal total went from nine to 13 for the season in 43 games played. He joined
Marian Gaborik as the only two players in franchise history to score four-plus goals in a single

game.
3. Matt Boldy had a four-assist game.

Four assists pushed Boldy's season total to 30 and 71 points. Four helpers in a game also marks a
career-high for the winger, tied for the second-highest single-game total in Wild franchise history.

Kevin Fiala has five assists on April 22, 2022 vs. Seattle.

Boldy played on the top line opposite Marcus Foligno and Eriksson Ek at center. Boldy praised
Foligno's play in the last few games they've been on a line together.

“And then you got Ekky," Boldy said. "I don't think anyone can take the puck from him. He's a
beast”

4, It was Marc-Andre Fleury's night... until it wasn't.

This was supposed to be a celebratory night in a very sentimental way for goaltender Marc-Andre
Fleury and the Wild. He made likely his final start at home in the regular season Wednesday. It
could have been another wonderful moment during his farewell tour. But not all these moments
can have a fairytale ending.

The Wild had a 7-4 lead in the third period before three straight Sharks goals, including one of the
final minute to tie the game and force overtime.

“As a goalie, those aren't the most fun games to play,” Fleury said. "You know, too many goals
going in.

“I think I'll remember the national anthem and having two points.”

The best moment of the night for Fleury was taking his spot in between the pipes prior to the
game. His three children joined him in the crease during the national anthem.

“I think it'll be good memaries for me, for them, right?” Fleury said. “Just to be on the ice and see

what it feels like to be there and having all the people around.
“That was pretty cool”

Fleury made 24 saves in the game, including a vintage windmill save in the second period, which
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generated a few "Fleury! Fleury! Fleury!” chants from the crowd.

After Kaprizov ended the game in overtime, a few Wild players mobbed Fleury near center ice. It
was also the 70th overtime win for Fleury, which passed Martin Brodeur (69) for most in NHL
history. Fleury is 13-9-1 this season, marking his 19th winning season of his career; only Brodeur
has more with 20, according to NHL Stats.

5.5an lose is the worst team in the league, but the Wild engaged in a back-and-forth battle
with the Sharks.

The Wild, which has struggled in recent weeks to put the puck in the net in the opening period,
found itself down 1-0 about 12 minutes into the game. Then the Wild led 2-1, 3-2 and 5-4, taking
one-goal leads into both intermissions. In between, the Wild also trailed 4-3 in the third period
before those two power-play goals from Kaprizov and Eriksson Ek late in the second period.

In the third, the Wild were up 7-4 a couple of minutes into the period on Eriksson Ek's fourth goal
of the night. But the Wild had defensive lapses throughout the game, and the Sharks celebrated a
Macklin Celebrini hat trick and eventually tied the game.

The Wild scored a season-high eight goals, needed every one to get two points.

“lwould say from a defensive standpoint, it was uncharacteristic of us tonight in certain areas,”
said Wild coach John Hynes. "Some of the things, we'll address them and tighten up.”
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