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Minus top defender, Hill-Murray seizes title opportunity in 4-1 win over Eden
Prairie
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MINHES

2024 HOCKEY DAY MN RECAP ISSUE

Click on the cover to view!
SPECIAL |SSUE: HOCKEY DAY MINNESOTA 2026

BRI MIN

VARRORS PRIE

SAINT PAUL — Hill-Murray senior Charlie Strobel recalled hanging out with his teammates at
goaltender Remington Keopple's house last summer.

“We're just like, ‘why don't we become state champions our senior year?" Strobel said.
Why don’t they? Well, they did.

Hill-Murray defeated Eden Prairie 4-1 in the Class 2A championship Saturday night. The Pioneers
pulled off an upset, winning the title as a 5-seed over the 3-seeded Eagles. Strobel had a team-
leading four goals in the tournament, including two in the title game.

“We're 2020 state high school hackey champions,” Strobel said. “And we can live with that for the

rest of our lives. That's the best feeling in the world right now.”

The Pioneers accomplished the

feat with what opponents often SIGN UP HERE TO RECEIVE OUR FREE E-

referred to as their "relentless” EDITION!
play. That offense and defense
started off strong from the drop 4103
of the puck Saturday.
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Hill-Murray took a 1-0 lead in —
the middle of the first period, SELECT MONTH v

capitalizing on the first power-
play opportunity of the game.
Junior defenseman Matthew
Fleischhacker took a shot from
the blue line that found its way
into the net.
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their mindset, too. .

“Gave us a little firepower at the  Hill-Murray senior captain Charlie Strobel (L) and teammate Henry Eischen celebrate
Strobel's second-period goal giving the Pioneers a 3-0/ead over Eden Prairie en route to
a4-1 win over the Eagles in the Class 24 final on Saturday night at Xcel Energy Center.
Fleischhacker said. (MHM Phato / Rick Olson)

beginning of the game,”

The Pioneers extended the lead
to 3-0 by the time the second
period was over. First, they got an early goal from senior Owen Quast when he entered the Eden

Prairie zone and blasted a shot top-shelf over the blacker at the 3:46 mark of the period.

With 1:54 to play in the period, Strobel took the puck into the zone and held his ground while being
defended by Eden Prairie’s Mason Langenbrunner. Strobel went all the way down behind the net

and finished off the play with a textbook wrap-around goal to push the margin to 3-0.

Eden Prairie assistant coach Paul Ranheim pointed to momentum turning just three minutes into
the game, when Jackson Blake stood even with the goal line and sent the puck all the way through
the crease, parallel with the goal line.

“I think the momentum for us changed when we had the great 3-on-2 and Blake didn't score,”

Ranheim said.

Eden Prairie got on
the board with 11:11
remaining in
regulation with Ben
Steeves' 37th goal of
the season when he
picked a corner just
inside the top of the
goal on the blocker
side. The Eagles had
life, cutting into the
deficitfora 3-1
game.

Eden Prairie’s John Mittelstadt (9) and Ben Steeves (6] celebrate Steeves’ third-period goal, cutting the But Strobel took a
Eagles’ deficit to 3-1 on the way to a 4-1 loss to Hill-Murray in Saturday night'’s Class 2A championship divin I3 shotona?2-
game at Xcel Energy Center. (MHM Photo / Rick Olson) N
on-1 play and his
second of the game
seemed to really seal

the deal for the Pioneers, regaining the three-goal lead with 6:01 left in regulation.

Despite Eden Prairie pulling its goaltender not long after that, the Eagles couldn't seem to get
much going offensively in the closing minutes.

"They were getting in shooting lanes,” said Eagles senior John Mittelstadt. “It wasn't easy getting
the puck to the net, obviously.”

The Pioneers were also without one of their top defensemen, Joe Palodichuk, in the game. The
team found out in the middle of the afternoon that the junior would be out after going to the
doctor and being diagnosed with mono.

It created some personnel changes on the fly before the game. With Palodichuk usually running
the power play, the Pioneers stuck Jared Jensen in that spot, while they also rotated five
defensemen throughout the game.

“What was bizarre is we got one power play, | believe, and we scored on it,” said Hill-Murray coach
Bill Lechner.

It's the fourth state title for the Pioneers and second in the two-class format that started in 1994,
with the other title coming in 2008. Hill-Murray also won the title in 1991, when Strobel's father,
Mike, was an assistant captain on the team. His uncle, Mark Strobel, was the tournament's leading

scorer that year, with four goals and three assists.
For Charlie, it's a great feeling knowing that family history.

“Then | came in here and tried to do my best to do the same thing,” Charlie said. “I didn't want to

put too much pressure on myself, because | knew if | did, the outcome probably wouldn't happen!”

Since winning its second state title in 2011, Eden Prairie has finished as a runner-up three times
(2016, 2019, 2020).



“They played like they wanted it more,” Ranheim said, of Hill-Murray. “They came out, their legs
were moving, and we got behind. And chased and chased and couldn't find our momentum.”
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Heather Rule

Heather's love for watching hockey started when the Minnesota Wild came to town in 2000. Befare that, she
caught a few Minnesota Moose games as a youngster, and more recently she's kept up with the Austin Bruins

and Fargo Force. She's a writer, freelance journalist and blogger who previously worked as a news reporter in

Austin and Fergus Falls, Minn. She enjoys watching sports and closely follows the Wild, Minnesota Twins, IndyCar
Series, tennis and prep sports. Heather keeps up her sports blog Thoughts from the Stands. You can follow her on
Twitter/X @hlrule or Instagram @hlrule.
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