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Zephyrs zing top-seed Warriors

Hermantown halt St. Cloud Cathedral’s title defense
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The Zephyrs have just never made it quite this far.

For the first time in its history, Mahtomedi will play for a boys' state hockey championship.

“We've been here mare than a few times and have not been able to break through that threshold,”
said Mahtomedi coach Jeff Poeschl. "And so, it feels great”

The &4-seed Zephyrs got there by bouncing top-seeded Warroad by a 5-1 score in Friday’s second
Class 1A semifinal. Saturday will mark Mahtomedi's first appearance in the title game in 12 state
tournament trips.

Yes, the Zephyrs are no
strangers to the state
semifinal game, which has

provided a couple of

heartbreaking results the SIGN UP HERE TO RECEIVE OUR FREE E-

EDITION!
past couple of years. They
lost in overtime in each of 4103
the past two seasons in
that game, last year ARCHIVES
getting upset as the No. 1 _
seed to Greenway and the SELECT MONTH v

year before to eventual
champion Orono.

The state history for
Mahtomedi includes third-
place finishes in 1994,
2015 and 2018.
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The difference this year was “naming the elephant in the room at the beginning of the season,”
Poeschl said, at their first team meeting.

Friday, they came out prepared and shut down one of the best teams in the state, holding Warroad

to a single goal.

“They did a great job of making it hard on us,” said Warroad coach Jay Hardwick. “We spent a lot of

time in their zone. They had guys draped all over us. They were blocking shots”

Hardwick added that Mahtomedi made the most of its opportunities. That's for sure. The Zephyrs
scored five goals on 12 shots; Warroad finished the game outshooting its opponent 30-18.

Senior Billy Buttermore gave the Zephyrs a 1-0 lead in the first period before senior Colin
Hagstrom scored on the power play in the final minute of the period. Junior Adam Johnson
bookended the scoring for Mahtomedi in their three-goal second period, putting them ahead 3-0
at the 2:37 mark and then the 5-1 lead with 28.8 seconds to play in the period.

The goals looked identical, with snipes in the top, right corner. Johnson said it was fun to joke
about those goals and that particular move on the bench, because “our IV coach actually doesn't

like it very much,” Johnson said.
Going for a state title Saturday should help.

“It feels great,” Johnson said. “And after losing to Greenway last year, it's just been a drive, like a
different type of mentality going into it

Hermantown ousts champs

There was one player St. Cloud Cathedral coach Derrick Brown couldn't stop raving about in the
postgame press conference after his team was upset in the first Class 1A semifinal. And it wasn't
one of his own players.

“It's (Joey) Pierce,” Brown said, of the Hermantown defenseman. “Numerous times he killed us in
the neutral zone. He stepped up, made plays.

“It's loey Pierce that does everything for them. | thought he was the difference. We could not
generate offense when he was out there”

Pierce, a junior defenseman, had a goal and two assists in the 6-2 Hermantown win to send the
Hawks back to the Class 1A championship game. As the 3-seed, Hermantown upset 2-seed and
defending champion Cathedral.

Hermantown took a 3-0
lead in the second period
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from senior Cayden Sunde.
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near the goal line found its
way to the back of the net
for his sixth of the season.
Sunde had jumped up to
the second line after
another player went down
with an injury.

Hermantown defenseman Joey Pierce fires a shot past a diving CJ. Zins of 5t. Cloud Cathedral
Sunde was "kind of the during their Class 1A stafte semifinal contest won by the Hawks 5-2 on Friday afternoon at Xcel
last gUV.' if you will” when Energy Center: (Photo: Tim Kolehmainen / Breakdown Sports USA)
the team was chosen back
in November, said
Hermantown coach Patrick Andrews. The coach talked to Sunde back in the fall, telling him he

wasn't sure how much he was going to play.
“Wow. Did that decision work out, eh Sunde?” Andrews said.

Cathedral got a goal from senior Nate Warner a few minutes later and trailed 3-1 headed into the

final period, but the Crusaders were not deterred.

“I'don't think we had a doubt in our mind coming into the whole third period, being down two,”
Warner said. “We've been down a lot more than that the whole year.

“Everyone had it in the back of their mind that we were going to come back and take this one”

Whenever Cathedral seemed to grab a little momentum, Hermantown made the hill a little bit



more of a steeper climb. Blake Biondi's goal to make it 2-0 with 1 minute, 40 seconds left in the
first period came shortly after Cathedral generated some offensive-zone pressure.

It was a similar situation when Hermantown made it 4-2 on Pierce's goal. On the play, Pierce took
the puck up ice from his own zone, passed the puck to a teammate for the shot on goal, then
picked up the loose puck and scored into a wide-open net with the goalie down having made a
spectacular save on the initial shot.

“loey’s unbelievable,” Andrews said. "He showed today why he's the best defenseman in the state.
Joey was the X factor”

He's a guy you want on your team, Biondi said.

“He's got everything,” Biondi said. "He's a heart-and-soul type of guy, and that's why | think we've
been winning games right now.”

The Hawks had six goal scorers in the game, including Cole Antcliff, Biondi, Sunde, Pierce, Ethan

Lund and Zach Kilen with a short-handed empty-netter.

The game included a physical scrum at the buzzer to end the first period which resulted in full
penalty boxes at the start of the second period. Ten penalties were assessed, including a pair of

10-minute misconducts to a player each from Hermantown and Cathedral.

Hermantown heads back to the title game. It won back-to-back championships in 2016 and 2017.
They'll face a pretty familiar foe in Mahtomedi. Hermantown won the other meeting between the
two this season, 9-2 at home on Dec. 21, a game in which it outshot Mahtomedi 40-15. Pierce had
a four-point game.

Poeschl said he'd like to believe that game result was an anomaly.
“They pounded us,” Poeschl said. “We're a different team.

“Butit's also a kick in the pants. Make sure that our guys are going to be ready to go tomorrow
night.

Mahtomedi lost 4-0 to Hermantown in the 2018 third-place game as well.
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Heather's love for watching hockey started when the Minnesota Wild came to town in 2000. Before that, she
caught a few Minnesota Moose games as a youngster, and more recently she's kept up with the Austin Bruins
and Fargo Force. She's a writer, freelance journalist and blogger wha previously worked as a news reporter in
Austin and Fergus Falls, Minn. She enjoys watching sports and closely follows the Wild, Minnesota Twins, IndyCar
Series, tennis and prep sports. Heather keeps up her sports blog Thoughts from the Stands. You can follow her on
Twitter/X @hlrule or Instagram @hlrule.
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NEW DENTAL IMPLANT PROCEDURE

Integral Hockey 6 years ago=1 comment
New 24 Hour Implants in Minneapolis Gives'Lifeto Denver captures
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Boys Class 2A Coach Mike Randolph  Class 2A: Hornets Weather The Class 1A: Crusaders Are The Down Goes Delano

Sets Milestone Storm Champs Delano squads have struggled to get
Mike Randolph ties State wins record at  Edina goalie makes two admissions St. Cloud Cathedral coach explains how past major hurdles at past state

St. Thomas Academy after decades at after state championship win. his team left the Class 1A field in... tournaments.

Duluth...

Road To State Ends YHH Final Staff Rankings (BOYS):

Motivated to make the state 2023-24

tournament, Rogers falls short in Youth Hockey Hub final staff rankings

section playoffs once again. for boys hockey: Class AA, Class A,
Bantam...
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