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The Minnesota Frost opened their season by raising a championship banner EDITION!
before a 4-3 OT loss.

@ by Heather Rule W December 2, 2024

ARCHIVES

MINNESOTA

INAUGURAL SEASON

WALTER CUP
CHAMPIONS

ST. PAUL — Before the puck dropped on the second PWHL season for the Minnesota Frost, the
home team took care of some celebratory business in front of a packed lower bowl of fans Sunday
evening at Xcel Energy Center.

The Frost roster skated onto the ice wearing new purple sweaters with the frosty "F” on the front.
Player introductions were first, followed by about a 10-minute ceremany to recognize the
inaugural season, 2024 Walter Cup Champion Minnesota team ahead of their season-opening
game — an eventual 4-3 overtime loss — against the New York Sirens.

Along with Jayna Hefford, PWHL senior vice president of hockey operations, and Amy Scheer,
PWHL senior vice president of business operations, joining the ceremony on the purple carpet,
past championship team members were introduced for the celebration, too. Amanda Leveille,
Lauren Bench, Nikki Mightengale and Brittyn Fleming touched the Walter Cup as captain Kendall
Coyne Schofield skated the trophy to a table where the banner would be raised. Sixteen current
Frost players were already on the ice and part of that championship team.

“I think we kind of had a unigue run at the championship,” said forward Grace Zumwinkle,
Minnesota's leading scorer last season, with 11 goals and 19 points in 24 games. "And losing the
last five games of the season and then coming through. | think, a huge testament to the group of
us just flipping the script and turning it around.

“I think that's something our group is so proud of"

After a highlight video showcased the
historic 2024 season, the championship
banner was unveiled. Players greeted
each other and posed for a photo with the ARREEE IR S
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Walter Cup trophy and Walter Cup
Champions 2024 banner (white with the




teamn’s color purple trim and lettering).
Then the banner was raised toward the
rafters above the Minnesota goal, while
the announced crowd of 8,022 cheered
and waved commemorative rally towels.

“It was really exciting to see some of our
teammates be able to come back,” Coyne
Schofield said. “Wish everyone could've
been there for it, of course. But | hope
those that weren't were able to watch
from wherever they were.

"But yeah, just a reflection of so many
people who made that possible. That'll
always be woven within that banner

that's up in the rafters forever!

Frost focused on the season ahead, not

offseason moves

One of the people instrumental in putting together last year's championship roster who was not
there was former Minnesota general manager Natalie Darwitz. Just days after Minnesota
celebrated its Cup-clinching Game 5 victory in Boston, the PWHL announced it had “parted ways”
with Darwitz. The league hired Melissa Caruso as Minnesota's new general manager this summer.

After Darwitz was let go in June, she released a statement to reporters addressing her time with
the organization last season: "As the General Manager of PWHL Minnesota, | gave my heart and
soul to provide a first-class experience to the players, staff and fans.

“l'am very proud of the team and organization that was built and the championship we brought
home to this great State of Hockey."

Training camp last month was the first time many Frost players met with the media in person
since the offseason drama surrounding the team. That included Coyne Schofield, the player
multiple media outlets reported was one of the drivers behind removing Darwitz.

“I think the decisions that are made are not the decisions that are made by us players,” Coyne
Schofield told the media on the first day of training camp Nov. 14. "Those were league decisions.
We're here, and we're here to play hockey. And we're here to defend our title.

“It's never fun to see people writing false narratives about you, false statements, and tearing you
down when they don't know the truth. But, you know, | can't control that. | can control who | am,

K

the way | do things, the way | carry myself, the way | lead this team. And that's what | can contro

A new season means a fresh start, and Minnesota's second-year coach Ken Klee made it clear
from day one of camp that his team is focused on moving forward.

“We're focusing on the future,” Klee said on Nov. 14. "Pro hockey, things happen. It's some
unfortunate things. And some things out of our control. We're looking forward. Excited to get the

season going”

Quick goals bookend the season-opener
scoring

Once the puck dropped Sunday, Minnesota
didn't waste much time picking up where it
left off. Zumwinkle scored the fastest goal
in PWHL history, netting a shot from the
slot on a feed from Kelly Pannek only 21
seconds into the game. Zumwinkle was
also the first Minnesota player to score in

last year's home opener, scoring a hat trick
Le; Steckiein _hajqdfes the L?uck (T‘uri_i?g the season opener for the ina3-0 \rictorv over Montreal.
Minnesota Frost, (MHM Photo / Jeff Wegge)

The Frost dominated play against the

Sirens in the first period Sunday, taking a
2-0 lead and outshooting Mew York by a five-to-one margin. Coyne Schofield scored the second
goal for the Frost, pouncing on a rebound at the goalmouth with two minutes, 14 seconds to play

in the first period.

But the Sirens tied the game in the second period. First, it was a power-play goal from lessie
Eldridge about halfway through the period. Two minutes, 58 seconds later, Blaine native Gabby




Rosenthal fired a sharp-angle shot top-shelf to tie the score, 2-2.

The Sirens made it three straight goals for a 3-2 lead early in the third period. Sarah Fillier, the
2024 No. 1 overall draft pick, got the puck at neutral ice and tossed a beauty of a cross-ice pass to
Alex Carpenter for a goal off the rush.

“When we can get up ice quick and take advantage of odd-man rushes, | think we both want to
bury them,” Fillier said.

Minnesota responded to tie the game and force overtime with rookie Dominique Petrie's first
professional goal with 4:13 left in regulation.

But as quickly as Zumwinkle scored to start
the game, the Sirens finished off overtime by
an even quicker margin. With forwards Coyne
Schofield and Taylor Heise, plus defenseman
Lee Stecklein, on the ice to start the 3-on-3
overtime, Fillier and Carpenter connected
again, with Carpenter scoring the winner only
19 seconds into the extra session.

“I saw Filly get the puck, so | was like ‘get

Blaine native Gabby Roser 15 in white) celebrates her first

(MHM Photo / Jeff

going. Get to the net,” Carpenter said. “Just N Vq--kir-
trying to find a nice seam. She was able to find  Wegge)

it, and then get anything on net.”

The Frost earned a point but lost despite
outshooting the Sirens 38-20. The Frost also went 0-for-2 on the power play, while the penalty kill
went 0-for-1.

“I thought we did a lot of good things,” Klee said. “It was just finishing our chances. That's kind of
the message after that: We played hard, we got a point. And now, we just need to continue to get
better.”
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Heather's love for watching hockey started when the Minnesota Wild came to town in 2000. Befare that, she
caught a few Minnesota Moose games as a youngster, and mare recently she's kept up with the Austin Bruins

y worked asan

and Fargo Force. She's a freelance journalist who previousl
Minn. She enjo
sports. Heather keeps up her sports blog Thoughts from the Stands. You can follow her on Twitter/X @hlrule or

reporter in Austin and Fergus Falls,

ys watching sports and closely follows the Wild, Minnesota Twins, IndyCar Series, tennis and prep

Instagram @hlrule.
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Back-To-Back Champs Gallery: PWHL Finals, Walter Cup Gallery: PWHL Finals Game 4, Winning Frost Warning
Depth shines in overtime as the Championship Celebration Charge vs. Frost Taylor Heise's 1st goal of the playoffs
Minnesota Frost defeat Ottawa 3-1in Minnesota hoists the Walter Cup in Liz Schepers scored the OT winner to was the series-clinching tally in
the Walter... back-to-back seasons as PWHL secure a 2-1, championship victory on overtime to...
Champions. Monday.

Gallery: PWHL Semifinals Game 4, lcy Hot

Sceptres vs. Frost The Minnesota Frost have won four of
An overtime goal gave the Minnesota their last five games and lead the...
Frost a 4-3, series-clinching win over

Toronto.
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