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Ryan Hartman battles with Tomas Hertl in front of the Jesper Wallstadt in the Wild net against the Vegas Golden Knights. (MHM
Photo / Rick Olson)
ST. PAUL — It was another thrilling night for Kirill Kaprizov, but unfortunately the Minnesota Wild
(20-7-4) fell just short of earning back-to-back victories over the weekend at Xcel Energy Center.
The Pacific Division-leading Vegas Golden Knights (20-8-3) got their 20th win this season with a
3-2 decision. Victor Olofsson scored a pair of goals, including the game-winner less than four
minutes into the third period.

Two players also made debuts with the Wild this season. Here are five rules from the one-goal loss
to Vegas:

1. Kirill Kaprizov is thrilling - as always - and is tied for the NHL lead with 22 goals.
Kaprizov is just putting on a show.

He scored both Wild goals Sunday night, his first giving the Wild a 1-0 lead only 1 minute, 30
seconds into the game. His season goal total is now at 22 tallies, tied for the NHL lead with
Edmonton’s Leon Draisaitl. Kaprizov also leads the league with six multi-goal games, although he's
still looking for his first hat trick this season.

Kaprizov has four goals over his last
two games and his 22 goals in 30
games means he has the most goals
by a Wild player through 30 games
played in a season. That's a better
mark than previous Wild stud Marian
Gaborik, who scored 20 goals in 33
games during the 2006-07 season.

On his second goal against llya
Samsonov, a friend of Kaprizov's, the
Wild winger pointed to the puck in the

net after Samsnnnv anneared tn
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freeze in the crease with his g\O\.’E arm The Wild celebrate one of Kirill Kaprizov's goals against Vegas on Dec. 15 at

elevated. On the p\avl Kaprizo\; Xcel Energy Center. Mats Zuccarello (right) assisted on each goal. (MHM Phato
. /Rick Olson)

grabbed the puck out of the air, placed ‘
it on the ice in the circle and fired it

top-shelf, over Samsonzov's shoulder.

“ljust saw it was in,” Kaprizov said, even though he didn't see any fans immediately jumping for

joy. It was just a delayed reaction.
2. Peanut butter and jelly combine for a pair of goals.

With Mats Zuccarello back from injury this weekend, he's reunited on the right wing with his buddy
Kaprizov on the opposite wing. Zuccarello assisted on both of Kaprizov's goals against Vegas. The
first one took some work as Zuccarello wrestled the puck below the goal line and fed it to Kaprizov
who was all alone in front of the net.

“It's nice for Zuccy,” said Kaprizov, who added that Zuccarello didn't play for a month but played
well right away upon his return. "He did a great job. I'm happy for him”

It's fun seeing these two play together, said winger Marcus Foligno.

“It's good for our team,” Foligno said. "It's the way they play. They think so much alike. And it's a
special duo for sure”

Zuccarello, who missed 13 games due to injury, notched his 37th multi-assist game wearing a
Wild sweater. That passed Pierre-Marc Bouchard's 36 multi-goal games for fifth in franchise
history.

3. Jesper Wallstadt made 24 saves in his season debut with the Wild.

Goaltender Jesper Wallstadt got the nod in net
after he was called up Saturday under
emergency conditions. Marc-Andre Fleury
started against Philadelphia that afternoon,
and Filip Gustavsson is dealing with an injury
that Wild coach John Hynes said isn't anything
major.

Wallstadt allowed three goals on 27 shots
against Vegas, taking the one-goal loss.
Hynes said Wallstadt, who's had a rough
season with the lowa Wild, “looked
comfortable in net”

"I think both teams battled,” Hynes said. “They

Jesper Wallstadt had a quick turnaround getting to 5t. Paul to make
(Vegas) were fortunate to get one more than

his season debut with the Wild. It's the fourth regular-season start
for him with Minnesota. (MHM Photo / Rick Olson) we th.u
It marked Wallstedt's fourth career start with
the Wild but first at Xcel Energy Center during
the regular season. He has a 3.05 goals-against average and .895 save percentage in four starts
with the Wild.

“lwas in the rink for a game less than 24 hours after | knew | was getting called up,” Wallstedt said.
“"So, it was quick, but fun being back and playing. But obviously | would have wanted the win.

4. Travis Dermott registers 2 shots, 1 takeaway in his Wild debut.

The dawn of a new day lately seems to bring a new Wild player dealing with an injury. After
defenseman Jake Middleton left Thursday's game against Edmonton only 37 seconds into the
contest with an upper-body injury, the Wild picked up Travis Dermott off waivers on Friday.

Dermott, who was with Edmonton, didn't get left behind last week and instead dealt with a frantic
travel schedule to reach Minnesota — again — and suit up for his new team. He said after Sunday's
game against Vegas that the quick turnaround was better for him, so he didn't "overthink

anything”

He dressed with the Wild as the seventh defenseman as part of the Wild's 11 forwards, seven
defensemen lineup. He played 10 shifts in 7 minutes, 47 seconds of ice time against Vegas, his
first game since Nov. 19 after a bunch of healthy scratches.

“The first (period) felt like | was gripping my stick a little tight, but as the game went along, you
kind of sink into your natural activities,” Dermott said. "I've been playing hockey my whole life, so |




think it comes back to you quick and it helps even more that these guys are so accommodating”
Dermott put up two shots and a takeaway on the stats sheet against Vegas.
5. Hockey Hall of Famers say “Let’'s Play Hockey!”

Wrapping up the end of the Wild's recognition of Girls' Hockey Weekend, the organization brought
in Natalie Darwitz and Krissy Wendell-Pohl to lead fans in the “Let's Play Hockey!" call at the start
of Sunday's game.

Darwitz and Wendell-Pohl, longtime friends and former hockey teammates at various levels, were
inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame in Toronto together last month.

The Wild also hosted girls” hockey clinics on the Xcel Energy Center ice following the Wild vs. Flyers
game on Saturday afternoon.
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Heather Rule

/ild came to town in 2000. Before that, she

Heather's love for watching hockey started when the Minnesota W

caught a few Minnesota Moose games as a youngster, and mare recently she's kept up with the Austin Bruins

and Fargo Force. She's a freelance journalist who previously worked as a news reporter in Austin and Fergus Falls,

Minn. She enjoys watching sports and closely follows the Wild, Minnesota Twins, IndyCar Series, tennis and prep
sports. Heather keeps up her sports blog Thoughts from the Stands. You can follow her on Twitter/X @hlrule or
Instagram @hlrule.
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