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New month, same results for Wild

e by Heather Rule ™ November 3, 2019
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Wild forward Mats Zuccarello scored his second goal of the season in Minnesota’s 4-3 overtime

loss to the St. Louis Blues on Saturday night at Xcel Energy Center. (MHM Photo / Rick Olsan)

New month, same results for Wild

It's pretty easy to say that the Wild were eager to turn the calendar to November. They finished
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road-heavy schedule with just four wins — one on the road — and a start to the season that rivals M__A

that of their inaugural season back in 2000-01.

Unfortunately for the Wild, their first game post-Halloween was still a scary affair, even if it wasn't

all of their own doing (see: "Refs, you suck!" chant from the home fans). The Wild lost 4-3 in

overtime to St. Louis on Saturday night at Xcel Energy Center, although the Wild did put the puck in

the net four times. One of them just didn't count.

“I thought we were playing well," said forward Luke Kunin. “Just an unfortunate couple of plays
there. Unfortunately, we didn't get the job done”

After falling behind 2-1 through the first 20 minutes, the Wild took a 3-2 lead in the second period

on goals from Kevin Fiala, his first of the season, and Mats Zuccarello, his second of the season
and in as many games.

It looked like the Wild (4-9-1) added a two-goal cushion when Mikko Koivu's shot hit the back of

the net with 5 minutes, 29 seconds left in the second period. But St. Louis challenged the good-
goal call and successfully had the goal overturned. Zach Parise was the one in front of the creas
deemed to have kept Blues goaltender Jake Allen from doing his job.

“They said his elbow touched his (Allen’'s) head, inside the blue,” Boudreau said. "But to me... he
was moving into Zach.”

Boudreau bluntly said after the game
that "it wasn't” goaltender interference.
Parise said he didn't agree with the call
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either, adding that he was a “good foot
outside the crease!” Wild goaltender
Devan Dubnyk had the most to say
about the call, having been on the other
side of these things a time or two. He
called it a joke.

"You just never know what you're
getting,” Dubnyk said, of the goal
reviews. “That's probably the worst I've
seen since they brought the review in”

With just a one-goal lead to cling to, the
Wild didn't generate much the rest of
the game. The Blues outshot the Wild
22-13in the final two periods.

The Blues tied the game at three goals Wild forward Kevin Fiala scored his first goal of the season in Minnesota's 4-3
overtime loss to the St. Louis Blues on Saturday night at Xcel Energy Center.

apiece on another questionable {MHM Photo / Rick Olson)

sequence. S5t. Louis’ Sammy Blais

blatantly tripped Kunin, who was going

for the puck in the Wild's zone. Play

went on but quickly ended when Blais went to the side of the net and scored his fifth of the season
with 13:55 left to play in regulation. That earned the Wild a bench minor when Boudreau offered
his protests.

In overtime, the Blues took control throughout, ending it with 2 Ryan O'Reilly goal with 2:27 left to
give St. Louis a second victory over the Wild this week. The Blues (3-3-3) defeated the Wild 2-1 in
St. Louis on Wednesday.

Losses are still losses, of course, although the Wild does earn a point in that third column for the
overtime game. Of the Wild's 14 games this season, just three have been one-goal games: A 4-3
home victory over Montreal on Oct. 20 and the last two games to the Blues.

While the Wild's schedule is arguably one of the most unbalanced they've had in recent memory,
it's also showed some trends for home versus road games. Yes, the sample sizes are noticeably
different. The Wild went 1-8 on the road in October and 3-1 at home before Saturday. The road
struggles were real as the Wild were outscored 14-34 in those nine games, giving up four-or-more
goals in seven of those nine games.

The Wild faltered in their home opener with a 7-4 showing against Pittsburgh to complete their 0-
4 skid to start the season. The Wild were outscored 21-10 overall through those first four
contests. Boudreau acknowledged after that game that goal scoring is not going to be this team's
forte; it's going to be defense.

At home, the Wild seem to have responded well, or at least slightly better, even if it's just going by
the small sample size of games in St. Paul. They have a 4-3 victory over Montreal, 2 3-0 shutout of
Connor McDavid and the Pacific-Division leading Edmonton Qilers, plus a 5-1 win over the lowly
Los Angeles Kings on home ice.

Overall, the Wild have been outscored 33-49 this season, with a glaring margin coming in the third
period, allowing 21 goals in the final 20 minutes; and they've allowed 19 in the second.

Both Zuccarello and Parise talked after Saturday's game about needing to generate more chances.
The Wild just don't spend enough time in the offensive zone, according to Parise.

“You can't rely on one iffy play to win or lose the game," Parise said.
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e Heather Rule

Heather's love for watching hockey started when the Minnesota Wild came to town in 2000. Before that, she
caught a few Minnesota Moose games as a youngster, and more recently she's kept up with the Austin Bruins
and Fargo Force. She's a writer, freelance journalist and blogger who previously worked as a news reporter in
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Austin and Fergus Falls, Minn. She enjoys watching sports and closely follows the Wild, Minnesota Twins, IndyCar

Serias, tennis and prep sports. Heather keeps up her sports blog Thoughts from the Stands. You can follow her on
Twitter/X @hlrule or Instagram @hlrule.
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NEW DENTAL IMPLANT PROCEDURE 6 years ago -
New 24 Hour Implants in Minneapolis T o ment A Pain in'the
Nuvia Dental Implant Center Close TO HOlTIe Neck

MORE IN NHL

Eye On The Future Wallstedt Gets A Boost Sweet For Shaw Wild Questions

Marc-Andre Fleury's return puts future Three manths after a rough NHL debut,  Wild forward Mason Shaw scored his Zulgad: The Minnesota Wild will enter
Hall of Fame goalie in position to Wallstedt gets a second chance with first goal in more than a year. the offseason with many questions.
develop Jesper... the...

Wild Trades Back In The Mix
Wild GM eliminated his chance to make Wild's playoff run ultimately might be
impact maoves at deadline. counterproductive.
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