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Wild shift the script

Determined Wild stop the bleeding, top Canadiens for first home win

e by Heather Rule W October 20,2019

Minnesota forwards Zach Parise and Mikko Koivu watch Parise’s game-winning shot hit the back

of the net in the third period of the Wild’s 4-3 win over the Montreal Canadiens on Sunday night at
Xcel Energy Center. (MHM Photo / Rick Olson)

Determined Wild stop the bleeding, top Canadiens for first home win

ST. PAUL — For the first couple weeks of the season, the Minnesota Wild had played by the same
script. Give up multiple goals in a short span of time, get down on the scoreboard and get down on
themselves en route to a checkmark in the loss column. Rinse and repeat.

That pattern ballooned into a 1-6-0 start which prompted a players-only meeting following a
shutout loss in Montreal.

As the team returned to St. Paul for their second home game of the season on Sunday, also
against the Montreal Canadiens, the Wild seemed to repeat the pattern with a 2-1 deficit in the
second period thanks to goals 16 seconds apart.

But the Wild weren't deterred.

“It was a different feel of the game for us,” said forward Jason Zucker. "It wasn't like we were
playing poorly, and it was just a matter of time until they scored. We were playing really well.

“We just stuck withit”

The Wild started doing things they hadn't this season, in a good way. They didn't collapse after the
quick goals. They entered the third period in a tie game. They scored four goals for the second time
this season (the other was the 7-4 loss to Pittsburgh in the home opener). They even scored off
the rush for a highlight-reel game-winner off Zach Parise's stick.

All these things helped lift the Wild to a 4-3 victory over Montreal at home for their second victory
of the season. Perhaps most importantly, aside from the win, was stopping the bleeding after
those two quick goals against. It's something that's happened in nearly every game, and coach
Bruce Boudreau has talked about it with his team.
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“So when they (Montreal) scored the second goal, | think determination was there that this isn't
going to happen again,” Boudreau said. "We're not going to let it happen again. And they fought
back. It was huge to get that goal at the end of the period.”

That was Marcus Foligno's goal with 12.9 seconds left in the second period to tie the game, 2-2.

The Wild faced a second deficit when the Canadiens came out strong to start the third period in
the 2-2 game. After a 5-0 shots-on-goal advantage in the first three minutes, Phillip Danault put

Montreal in front again with his second goal of the game for a 3-2 lead.
The Wild didn't let the floodgates open again. They didn't sulk, Parise said.

“We still liked the way we were playing, and it was still a game," Parise said. “The game wasn't

over.”

Through the first seven games, the Wild consistently scored two goals a game while giving up an
average of four goals per game. For a win this time, their offense needed to keep the pressure on
and score. That was part of the script that changed, too.

Though the Wild only registered 5 of their 33 shots in the final 20 minutes, they made the most of
opportunities. Already with a power-play goal in the game thanks to Zucker giving the Wild a 1-0
lead, the Wild had the man advantage with 11:29 remaining in regulation. Brad Hunt blasted a
slapshot from the circle into the net to tie the game up at 3 a mere 6 seconds into the power play
in the third.

Boudreau said he loves seeing the emotion on the faces of his players, "especially when it's good
emotion.

“When everybody was going over to Huntsy after he scored that goal, you could see that they
were pumped up about that,” Boudreau said.

The Wild stayed focused on breaking the tie, responding with Parise’s goal a few minutes later.

The play started with a clean exit from
the Wild's own zone, according to
Parise, something he acknowledged
they haven't done a lot of this season,
which would explain the lack of scoring
chances off the rush. Zucker, skating on
a line with Parise and Mikko Koivu, said
he had time to make a play and either
feed the puck to Hunt or try to feed it
through.

Zucker fired a pass across the ice Zach Parise, Mildo Koivu and Jason Zucker celebrate Parise’s winning goal.
. (MHM Photo / Rick Olson)

toward Parise as he enclosed on the

net. Parise deflected the puck into the

net for the 4-3 lead. That pass through

the zone was probably the hardest, in terms of speed, that Zucker said he's ever made.

“I still don't know how he did it Zucker said, of Parise finishing the play. "I need to watch the
replay, but that was impressive. | had to rip that pass to get it through!”

The relief and excitement washed all over Parise as he celebrated with his teammates on the ice.

“The way things have been going, the time of the game, a lot of losses, a lot of frustration piling
up,” Parise said.

His goal ended up as the game-winner and reflected a better trend when it comes to tallying the
time between goals. The Wild erased the deficit with a pair of goals in 4 minutes, 17 seconds with
7:06 to play in regulation.

Perhaps it was some hard studying that paid off after the Wild studied video the day before,
focusing on their turnovers and bad passes. The Zucker-to-Parise play certainly was the opposite
of what the team has seen and done so far.

Boudreau called that pass "tremendous.”

“Tape-to-tape passes create speed,” Boudreau said. "If you can pass tape-to-tape, it has the
illusion that you're skating a lot faster because I've never seen a guy skate faster than a puck”

With so much not going right for the Wild to start this season, one game is still just one game in
the first couple weeks of an 82-game season. The question on the minds of many Wild fans after



Sunday's victory might be: How can the team sustain this glimmer of success they had against one

opponent to earn one important, confidence-boosting win?

“We need to remember this feeling,” Zucker said. “This feels great. It's awesome to have a win”
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/ild came to town in 2000. Before that, she

Heather's love for watching hockey started when the Minnesota W

caught a few Minnesota Moose games as a youngster, and more recently she's kept up with the Austin Bruins

and Fargo Force. She's a writer, freelance journalist and blogger who previously worked as a news reporter in
Austin and Fergus Falls, Minn. She enjoys watching sports and closely follows the Wild, Minnesota Twins, IndyCar
Series, tennis and prep sports. Heather keeps up her sports blog Thoughts from the Stands. You can follow her on

Twitter/X @hlrule or Instagram @hlrule.
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Eye On The Future Wallstedt Gets A Boost Sweet For Shaw Wild Questions

Marc-Andre Fleury's return puts future Three months after a rough MHL debut,  Wild forward Mason Shaw scored his Zulgad: The Minnesota Wild will enter
Hall of Fame goalie in position to Wallstedt gets a second chance with first goal in more than a year. the offseason with many questions.
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Wild Trades Back In The Mix
Wild GM eliminated his chance to make Wild's playoff run ultimately might be
impact maoves at deadline. counterproductive.
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