m CONNECT WITH US n , @ Q

g PRO- COLLEGE- PREP YOUTH- ADULT PHOTOGALLERIES DIGITAL MAGAZINE- COLUMNISTS-

COLUMNISTS

Rink Rule: Kraken vs. Wild
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Five rules from the Wild's 5-4 shootout loss to the Seattle Kraken. EDITION!
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Frederick Gaudreau goes for the puck in a scramble of players in the Wild's end during the game against Seattle on Ocf (MHM
Photo / Rick Olson)
ST. PAUL — The Minnesota Wild earned three out of a possible four points in their first two games
at Xcel Energy Center to open the season. After a 3-2 victory against the Columbus Blue Jackets in
the season opener, the Wild fell 5-4 in a shootout to the Seattle Kraken on Saturday night. Here
are five rules recapping Saturday's game.

1. It was a night to celebrate round-number milestones.

Once the puck dropped between Seattle and Minnesota, multiple players checked off round-
number milestones. Wild forward Joel Erikssan Ek played in his 500th NHL game, though he was
limited to 11 shifts and 11:44 of ice time (more on that later). Wild winger Marcus Foligno laced up
his skates for game No. 800. Both were recognized at the first TV timeout with graphics on the

videoboard and applause from the crowd.

Marc-Andre Fleury started in net for the Wild, marking his 21st season in the NHL. According to
Minnesota Wild PR, Fleury is tied for second all-time in seasons played by a goaltender. Only
Martin Brodeur played more (22 seasons).

The first goal for each team on Saturday marked milestones, too. Mats Zuccarello scored his 200th
NHL goal, and Seattle’s Jordan Eberle scored No. 300; he later scored No. 301.

2. Matt Boldy has no-look-pass skills.

Matt Boldy scored a career-high 65 points last season, a year after he put up a career-high 31
goals in 2022-23. Boldy's production can be streaky at times, but when he’s on, he's one of the
most skilled and talented forwards on the Wild's roster.

The 23-year-old dazzled with a beautiful no-look pass in the third period against Seattle in what

the Wild hoped would stand as the game-winning goal. With Ryan Hartman coming into the slot,

Boldy was behind the net with the puck. He fed the puck behind his back out front to Hartman for
the quick goal.

In a similar flashy fashion, Boldy also scored the first goal of the 2024-25 Wild season late in the
first period against Columbus on Thursday night. He turned and fired the puck from the circles for a
blind shot. Boldy, who missed all the preseason games with an injury, skates on the second line




with Johansson and Eriksson Ek.
After the season opener, Johansson spoke highly of Boldy's talents.

“I think he's got everything,” Johansson said. “"He's got the work ethic and skill. The compete. He's
just got everything. He's a goal scorer, he's a passer. Like | said, there's no ceiling for that guy. He
can be as good as he wants”

3. The middle of the second period included an elbow to the face (no penalty) and a

questionable tripping penalty which led to a power-play goal for Seattle.

The Wild had a 2-1 lead early in the second period. But close to the midway point in the contest,
things shifted and turned into a back-and-forth affair. First, Eriksson Ek was blatantly elbowed in
the face along the glass by Adam Larsson. No whistle, no penalty. Seconds later, defenseman
Jonas Brodin and Brandon Tanev got tangled up near the benches. Brodin went down on what
appeared to be a trip by Tanev. Instead, officials called Brodin for a tripping penalty. The Wild — and
their fans — were not pleased.

The irate vibes continued when the
Kraken tied the game 2-2 on the
ensuing power play. A long shot from
Andre Burakowvsky deflected in off of
Eberle’s leg for a backdoor goal. Officials
looked at the video to see if he kicked
the puck into the net but determined it
was a good goal.

From there, the hits started flying, too,
as physical play turned up a notch.
Johansson was hit at center ice and
hobbled toward the bench and down
the tunnel. But he returned soon after
and played the rest of the game.

Meanwhile, Foligno and Yakov Trenin

started cracki ng hits on the Kraken. Marcus Foligno drives the net against Seattle Kraken goaltender Joey
Daccord on Oct. 12, (MHM Phaoto / Rick Olson)

Foligno finished with a game-high
seven hits, while Trenin registered
three.

“Unfortunately, that swing in the game right there allowed them to get back into it," said Wild
coach lohn Hynes, of Seattle tying the game. “l liked the way that we responded back from that. |
thought when things got a little bit physical, | really liked our response to that”

Eriksson Ek left the ice and returned briefly in the third period wearing a full face shield. But he
essentially missed the rest of the game. Sunday ahead of the team’s game in Winnipeg, the Wild
announced that Eriksson Ek didn't travel with the team and sustained a broken nose in Saturday's
game. He's expected to be back for Tuesday's game in St. Louis.

4, Kirill Kaprizov registers his first multi-point game of the season.

On opening night when the Wild's top line was relatively quiet, Kirill Kaprizov recorded an assist on
the team’s third goal. But Saturday? Kaprizov had a three-point night — and nearly made it four
points if his buzzer-beater attempt at the end of the first period had gotten to the net a tad
SOOner.

To start, Kaprizov had a perfect feed from
behind the net out front to his buddy
Zuccarello streaking to the slot. That made it
1-0 Wild. With 14 seconds to play in the first
period, with the same score, Kaprizov drew a
tripping penalty behind the Kraken net. With
only a few seconds on the power play before

intermission, Kaprizov took a shot that found

the back of the net as time expired. It looked

Kirill Kaprizov had a three-point night against Seattle. (MHM Photo like I-(aprizc:u knew that the pud( was on "':" d

/Rick Olson) second late. Video replays confirmed that the
puck didn't cross the goal line until after the

period ended.

A buzz-kill instead of a buzzer-beater. But the Wild scored on that same power play anyway, early
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Kaprizov's first goal of the season gave the Wild a 3-2 lead early in the third period when he tipped
in a Marco Rossi long-range shot in front of the net.

Kaprizov scored at least three points in 11 games last season on his way to 46 goals and 96

points.
5. Wild couldn‘t hold three leads.

The Wild held a 2-0 lead 66 seconds into the second period. But from there, Seattle always had a
response, and it usually didn't take long. Just 40 seconds after that Boldy power-play goal for the
two-goal lead, the Kraken crashed the net and jammed away at the puck in the crease until it

snuck by Fleury. Eberle got credit for the 300th goal of his NHL career.

Seattle tied the game three times to eventually force overtime and a shootout. Kaprizov gave the
Wild a 3-2 lead early in the third period, but the Kraken again answered quickly with a goal from
Tye Kartye one minute, six seconds later. Boldy's no-look pass to Hartman put the Wild ahead
again, a lead they held onto for a few minutes before the Kraken buried a puck on a delayed

penalty to tie the game 4-4 with 3:26 remaining in regulation.

The Wild had their chances in overtime, too. Boldy just missed a shot in tight near the goal. Rossi

went to the net and was denied. In the shootout, Zuccarello scared first, but Kaprizov hit the pipe

and Boldy fired the puck over the top of the net, which sealed the victory for Seattle, who went 2-
for-2 in the shootout with Oliver Bjorkstrand and Eberle scoring.

The Wild never trailed in Saturday’s game against the Kraken, until the final shootout goal scored
by Eberle, the third time on the night when he put the puck in the net.
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6 Heather Rule

Heather's love for watching hockey started when the Minnesota Wild came to town in 2000. Before that, she
caught a few Minnesota Moose games as a youngster, and more recently she's kept up with the Austin Bruins
and Fargo Force. She's a freelance journalist who previously worked as a news reporter in Austin and Fergus Falls,
Minn. She enjoys watching sports and closely follows the Wild, Minnesota Twins, IndyCar Series, tennis and prep
sports. Heather keeps up her sports blog Thoughts from the Stands. You can follow her on Twitter/X @hlrule ar
Instagram @hlrule.
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Wild Need A Thrilling Kirill



Ihough this playott series had a Ihe Minnesota Frost have struggled Wild and Vegas tied 2-2 in hard-tought In order to beat Vegas in a playott
different feel, the Wild lost to Vegas in..  with offensive production and are in series. round, Kirill Kaprizov will need to...
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Flowers For Fleury Rink Rule: Sharks vs. Wild

After the Wild forced overtime and Five rules from the Wild's 8-7 OT win
clinched a playoff spot, it was a over the Sharks.
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