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Sumner Elementary School principal Sheila Berger said she promised the Austin School Board an update on
the modified, 45/15 calendar.

Results and feedback so far have pointed to the positive end of the spectrum, but Berger also highlighted
another word in her presentation to the board at its Monday meeting: Caution.

"You don't want to make a snap judgment," Berger said. "This is early. We will definitely want to look at
things over time and look at trends."

Sumner reached its halfway mark on the 45 days on, 15 days off calendar in December. The school just
finished mid-year assessments, and results look positive, Berger said, though state assessment data will not
be available until at least July.

Scantron assessment scores are on the upswing. The fall assessments for both reading and math show a
higher average starting score than scores of the past two years. The mid-year scores show similar increases to
previous years (starting from a higher average).

Individual grade levels are notching some highlights, too. Eighty-three percent of first-graders qualified for
phonics instruction in August, but after 12 weeks, only 7 percent required further phonics instruction. One of
four students moved up four or more benchmark levels on the reading assessment.

For students in grades three, four and five, from August to December on the math Scantron, the number of
students meeting or exceeding grade-level expectations more than doubled.

One other factor to note is that the loss of knowledge over the summer decreased. The review time in the start
of the school year, which usually takes three to four weeks, took about two instead.

"Shortening that summer break caused our children to do better," Berger said.

Among the feedback Berger has heard included families enjoying the opportunity to recharge students during
break, parents found remediation during the school year to be more beneficial than waiting for summer
school and students seem to look forward to going back to school after the intercessions.

School board member Angie Goetz has two boys that attend Sumner.

"It has been a very, very positive experience for us," Goetz said. "They love it."

The staff is also well-rested following the breaks, Berger said, which has also resulted in increased morale.

Sumner students return from their second intercession Tuesday. School officials didn't notice any kind of lag
after the first intercession in the fall, Berger said. The school will have another two weeks of intercession at
the end of March.

With registration for the next school year at Sumner coming up later this month, families in the district with
students in grades 1-4 will receive a reminder letter to let them know that Sumner is an option for them, said
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John Alberts, educational services director for the district.

The school also has conferences coming up, and at that time it will survey parents to see what is and is not
working with the modified calendar.

"I'm hearing good things from most families," Berger said.
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