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In today’s Journal, Page 2

• Beverly Booen, 81, Hewitt
• Eleanor Hegseth, 97, Fergus 
Falls
• Barbara Eiden-Molinaro, 62, 
Athens, Ohio
• Dale Smith, 77, Breckenridge
• LaVonne Apland, 68, New 
York Mills
• Mark McNelly, 63, Battle 
Lake
• Gary Ness, 61, Ashby
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Heather Rule/Daily Journal

Justin Retzlaff, left, Dan Olson and Ryan Carlson are the directors of the Space Station, a new production 
studio in Fergus Falls, located at 1221 N. Union Ave.

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

Even with a little melting this week, the winter 
chill is still in the air and there’s plenty of the cold 
white stuff on the ground. 

But that hasn’t stopped Lake Region Takes Root 
from planning for its second season of plantings  
for the community garden, even if they don’t ex-
pect planting to start until mid-May.

The group is looking to multiply, in many as-
pects. It wants to use 10 times more land and pro-
vide 10 times the amount of food it did during its 
inaugural season last summer. 

“Our goal for next year is to ramp up our pro-
duction,” said Jason Bergstrand, gardening coor-
dinator for Lake Region Takes Root.

The community garden, located at 260 Kennedy 
Park Circle, is a Lake Region Healthcare initiative 
developed to grow fresh fruits and vegetables in 
hopes of improving the health of LRH employees 
and the residents they serve.

The garden, on just 5 percent of the land, pro-
duced 1,600 pounds of food last year which affect-
ed 300 families in Otter Tail County through pro-
grams like Women, Infant and Children Families; 
Fergus Falls Area Food Shelf; A Place to Belong; 
and The Matthew House. This year, Bergstrand 
said they hope to use 50 percent of the land and 
to provide a more consistent amount of food for 
those families on a weekly basis.

Lake Region Takes Root will look for more help 
from the community and service groups to make 

Community 
garden looks 
to expand

City Cab Service license suspended
By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

The license of operation of City 
Cab Service in Fergus Falls was 
suspended Tuesday due a viola-
tion of city code, according to a 
letter from City Administrator 
Mark Sievert. 

The city received a notice of 
cancellation from AMP Insur-

ance stating that the insurance for 
City Cab Service was canceled 
due to lack of payment as of Feb. 
10.  

Monte Nelson, of City Cab 
Service, is out of compliance with 
the city because operating a taxi-
cab business without insurance is 
a violation of city code. 

A letter from Sievert, dated 

Feb. 18, was sent to 
Nelson stating that 
City Cab drivers 
must cease taxicab 
operations imme-
diately and remove 
the City Cab Ser-
vice signs from 
their vehicles.

An employee of City Cab Ser-

vice is also not in compliance with 
city code, according to the letter. 

The employee hasn’t provided 
the city with an updated medical 
examiner’s certificate, which ex-
pired Dec. 28. 

Until the certificate has been 
renewed by a medical examiner, 
the employee will not be able to 
drive for any taxicab company.

Nelson has 30 days to request 
a hearing before the city admin-
istrator or to bring the license 
requirements into compliance, 
according to city code. 

The letter informed Nelson that 
should the business continue to 
operate, he would be subject to 
criminal charges and administra-
tive fines. 

By Chris Reinoos
Daily Journal

Many mission trips focus on building 
hospitals, working on projects or just 
generally helping people who may be in 
need.

While there will be some of this on 
First Lutheran Church’s fifth youth 
mission trip to Tanzania, the Rev. Saul 
Stensvaag said. However, First Luther-
an’s trips are aimed more at giving kids 
a new and different look at the world.

“We feel that one of the important 
things we can do is show our partner-
ship with them and to show them that 
we see them as equals in the gospel with 
us,” Stensvaag said. “We’re going there 
mainly for these young people to learn 
that there are Christians, even Luther-
ans, in another part of the world and to 
see how they live their life.”

This year’s mission group, made up 
of six kids and four adult chaperones, 
is in the process of fundraising for their 

Tanzania trip. The trip is set for July 14-
26 and there is a lot of work to be done 
before that time.

So far, the group has hosted two fund-

raisers at Pizza Ranch, which Youth Di-
rector Adriel Muehlbrad said brought in 

Chris Reinoos/Daily Journal

Sarah Taylor, Emma Clark and Brittany Kollman are three of the kids going 
on First Lutheran Church’s trip to Tanzania this July. “I’m excited to learn 
because I feel they have a lot to teach us,” Taylor said.

CHURCH

For The Journal

Fishing guide and Daily Journal outdoor con-
tributor, Mike Frisch, will be appearing on a 
feature segment 
of “Fishing the 
Midwest with Bob 
Jensen,”  television 
show the week-
end of Feb. 22-23.  
Frisch and Jensen 
fished together last 
summer on a Fer-
gus Falls-Elbow 
Lake area lake to 
shoot a smallmouth 
bass fishing seg-
ment. 

“We love com-
ing to the Elbow 
Lake-Fergus Falls 
area because the 
fishing is out-
standing,” Jensen 
said. “And, we fish 
with lots of guides and Mike is one of the best, he 
always has us on fish.” 

Frisch is a professional angler residing in Elbow 
Lake.

This weekend’s show is available to viewers on 
Fox Sports North at 11 a.m. Saturday as well as on 
several other networks across the Midwest.  

A complete listing of Fishing the Midwest’s tele-
vision schedule and other fishing information can 
be seen by visiting the website, fishingthemid-
west.com

Frisch’s website is available at fishinwithfrisch.
com

Fishing guide Frisch  
on Midwest TV  
show this weekend

First Lutheran 
raising money 
for Tanzania trip
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Photo provided

Mike Frisch holds up 
a smallmouth bass he 
caught recently.

See Church — Page 3

Space Station offers unique outlet for artists 

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

Fergus Falls has a new hub for live 
music: The Space Station. 

It’s a newly-renovated production 
studio located at 1221 N. Union 
Avenue, just a couple doors down 
from Falls Baking Company. The 
goal for Space Station directors 
Ryan Carlson, Dan Olson and Justin 

Retzlaff is to “provide a resource for 
kids growing up here,” Olson said. 

“It’s kind of about community 
building,” Carlson said. “(It’s about) 
getting to know other artists and 
helping each other. It’s kind of just 
about having equipment that’s nice 
enough to have a recordable product. 
Here’s a place where you can do that 
affordably.”

What inspired the idea for the 
Space Station, with its recording and 
performance in front of audiences, 
was variety shows in the 1970s, ac-
cording to Olson. Those were filmed 
in front of live studio audiences.

“It’s a unique thing that we’re 

doing,” Olson said. 
It’s forward thinking, “and it’s not 

a bar atmosphere,” Retzlaff said.
“The thing that’s unique about it is 

being in a studio and recording but 
also you’re playing live,” Carlson 
said. 

Each performance will have a host 
to control the mood of the room, 
and the room will be catered to each 
artist.

They’ve been in the new recording 
studio since October and hope to 
open to the public in late March or 
early April. The studio space used 

See Space — Page 2

Musicians can  
record in front  
of studio audience


