
PENGUINS GIRLS HAVE UNFINISHED BUSINESS AT NATIONALS
By Heather Rule - Special to USAHockey.com, 04/02/16, 9:45AM MDT

Share

Pittsburgh Elite 14U team sees expectations rise after 2015 runner-up performance

Date & Time Venue Away Home Status

Thu Mar 31 @ 08:20 AM Schwans National Sports Center
Rink 2 Anaheim Lady Ducks 0 Pittsburgh Pens Elite 2

Fri Apr 1 @ 04:20 PM Schwans National Sports Center
Rink 2 Pittsburgh Pens Elite 1 St Louis Blues 3

Sat Apr 2 @ 12:20 PM Schwans National Sports Center
Rink 2 Chicago Young Americans 2 Pittsburgh Pens Elite 3

Sun Apr 3 @ 08:20 AM Schwans National Sports Center
Rink 4 Pittsburgh Pens Elite 3 Chicago Mission 4

BLAINE, Minn. -- A year ago, the Pittsburgh Penguins Elite 14U girls’ hockey team accomplished something they dubbed #ShockTheNation.

They’re hoping the shock hasn’t worn off quite yet.

“We really shocked the nation by going to the championship game,” said forward Lora Clarke. “It was an amazing experience.”

The Penguins team finished as the runner-up to the Boston Jr. Eagles at last year’s nationals. Taking the title back to Pittsburgh is the goal this weekend at the Toyota-USA Hockey Girls Tier I 14U
National Championships in Minnesota.  

“Last year, we didn’t have a lot of expectations coming in,” said coach Kate Binnie. “We were sort of very much the underdogs, and I think shocked a lot of people.”

So shocking, that it spurred a personal hashtag for the team, #ShockTheNation. They slapped the slogan on some T-shirts that they’ve worn throughout this season.

“It’s a nice reminder, nice motivation,” said defenseman Chayla Edwards.

That motivation is to win it all this year.

Both Edwards and Clarke acknowledged the excitement of that championship game, even if the result wasn’t what they wanted.

“It was fun to play in that championship game, and it really sucked losing,” Clarke said.

Their defensive play hit the spotlight, as they didn’t give up a goal all tournament — that is, until the final period of the championship game. They lost 2-1.

So far, the 2016 tournament was off to a similar start for them. The Penguins beat the Anaheim Lady Ducks 2-0 Thursday morning. Their top line of Hannah Bilka, Kaitlyn O’Donohoe and Clarke came up
with the offense. O’Donohoe scored just 3:51 into the game on the power play. They held that lead with dominant offensive zone play, and Clarke iced the victory with 47 seconds left in the third. Bilka
tallied the assists on each goal.

Holding a 1-0 lead throughout the game wasn’t exactly the game plan; they wanted more production from the offense, Binnie said.

“We had a lot of chances, we just couldn’t finish,” she said.

Even in the third period, the Penguins didn’t get that last goal until the very end. But they buzzed around the Lady Ducks’ zone for most of that period trying hard to extend the lead.

Focusing on that game-long intensity is something they need to keep working on, so that they play hard the entire game, Clarke said.

“We try to work together as much as we can,” Edwards said. “Not too much individual work.”

Binnie was pleased with the team’s defense and hopes to “clean up” the offensive zone play to generate more traffic and more rebounds.
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They are a team with speed and can feed off their top-line’s offense. It all starts in a team’s own end though.

“Our D can rush the puck and can transition us up the ice,” Binnie said. “We’ve really relied on them as a unit this year. They start our offense.”

Arriving at the national championships with about half of its roster from the runner-up team, Pittsburgh knows there’s more pressure to perform, advance and do well.

“They’re going to have to rise to that expectation,” Binnie said. “I think they’re excited to do it.

“How they’re going to deal with that, we’ll see. So far, so good.”

They know it’s not going to be easy, Edwards said. She and Clarke have tried to keep their teammates in check, however. The girls like to goof around when they’re not on the ice, and sometimes that
carries over to the rink, too, Clarke said.

“We had to tell them: This is nationals. You can’t fool around,” Clarke said.

The Penguins may have shocked the nation last year. But things change quickly.

“This year, we’re, in a way, expected to win,” Clarke said.
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Youth Tier II 16U Notebook: Close Finishes Characterize Exciting Sunday Action

By Stephen Hunt 04/11/2019, 2:15pm MDT
Three overtime games headline strong Sunday slate to set up championship Monday
Read More

Girls Tier II 16U Notebook: BlackCats Persevere Through Tough Schedule to Title Game

By Russell Jaslow 04/11/2019, 8:15am MDT
Champs Vermont Shamrocks ride defense and goaltending to title
Read More

Youth Tier II 18U Notebook: Minnesota Moose’s Joshua Eernisse Records Tournament-Best 10 Goals

By Braden Cartwright 04/10/2019, 2:00pm MDT
Other standout performances included Delaware Ducks’ Zach Swift in 1A
Read More

Girls Tier II 19U Notebook: Jr. Eagles and Capitals Reach Final Via Shutout

By Russell Jaslow 04/10/2019, 8:00am MDT
Both teams had several players among tournament stats leaders as well
Read More

2019 Chipotle-USA Hockey National Championships Crowned

By USA Hockey 04/09/2019, 11:20am MDT
Nation's best cap season in Youth, Girls and Women's Classifications
Read More
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