
For FF veteran,
Pearl Harbor
attack still
vivid memory
By Rian Bosse
Daily Journal

Fergus Falls veteran Gene Davis
has a lot to remember on Memorial
Day.

Davis, who grew
up in San Diego,
boarded the USS
California in
Bremerton, Wash.
before the country’s
involvement in
WWII. He was 20
years old when the
ship left port and
traveled to Pearl Harbor.

“At the time I went aboard I was

just a young man,” Davis said. “I was
just learning to be a sailor.”

Davis was setting up chairs for a
church service around 9 a.m. the
morning of December 7, 1941. After

he had finished, he went below to tell
the men in his division to get ready
for church. When he returned to the
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• Reuben Anderson 85, New
York Mills
• Loretta Benke, 72, Dent
• Jacob Pierce, 26, Vergas
• Jim Ray, 68, Sturgeon
Lake

INDEX

OBITUARIES

TODAY:

FRIDAY:
HIGH: 64 LOW: 46
PRECIPITATION: .14

HIGH: 63 LOW: 54

SUNSET TONIGHT: 9:03 p.m.
SUNRISE TOMORROW: 5:39 a.m.

Comics...........................12
Forecasts ..........................2
Lifestyles....................9-11
Lottery .............................2
Opinion............................4
Sports...............................8
Want ads ........................9-11

c m y k

MAILING LABEL

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

It was one year ago, May 26,
2012, that the Otter Tail County
Sheriff’s Office began a missing
person investigation for 33-year-
old Scott Burris. His body was
found less than a month later in
the Otter Tail River near Orwell
Dam. 

Though the
investigation into
the death of the
Ottertail resident
remains active,
authorities have
nothing new to
report. The sher-
iff’s office has not
released the cause of death,
autopsy results or the reasons

behind his death and have not
made any arrests.

“It’s still under investigation,”
Lieutenant Matt McGuire said.
“We’re still working on the case.
At this point, we’re not comfort-
able with releasing any details of
the investigation.”

McGuire previously said the
sheriff’s office believes the case
is drug-related, that foul play was

involved and it is treating it like a
homicide investigation.

Burris’s abandoned van was
found on private property off of
310th Street, northeast of
Elizabeth in May 2012, the week
of his disappearance. The loca-
tion of the van was about 15
miles from where the body was
found by swimmers and tubers
June 15, 2012. It was first taken

to Lake Region Hospital and then
to the Midwest Medical
Examiner’s Office in Anoka
County for an autopsy.

Sheriff’s deputies, Fergus
Falls police and personnel with
the Bureau of Criminal
Apprehension executed a search
warrant in July 2012 on a home
on North Oak Street related to the
investigation.

Burris

One year later, Burris murder remains unsolved

Rian Bosse/Daily Journal

Gene Davis, resident at the Minnesota Veterans Home in Fergus Falls,
was aboard the USS California when Pearl Harbor was attacked in
1941. On Memorial Day, Davis remembers all those he served with and
lost their lives during the attack.

LEGISLATIVE WRAP-UP

State GOP:
Residents
will pay
By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

Minnesota lawmakers
ended the legislative ses-
sion Monday, May 20.
They pro-
duced a
$38.3 billion
t w o - y e a r
s p e n d i n g
plan that
hikes taxes
on top
income earn-
ers, on ciga-
rettes, and
d i s t r ibu tes
s p e n d i n g
increases to
p u b l i c
schools, and
f r e e z e s
tuition at
state colleges. There were
also a few policy issues to
consider.

Republican Senate
Minority Leader David

Hann (R-Eden Prairie),
Senator and Assistant
Minority Leader Bill
Ingebrigtsen (R-
Alexandria), and Senator
Torrey Westrom (R-Elbow
Lake) stopped by the Daily
Journal office recently to
share their thoughts on how
the latest session will affect
folks locally.

FYI: A
Memorial
Day service
will be 
at 10 a.m.
Monday at
Veterans
Park in FF.

Due to the
Memorial Day holiday,
The Daily Journal will
not publish a newspa-
per Monday. The office
also will close
Monday, and will
resume business hours
Tuesday.

No Journal
Monday

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

A few past and present
day care providers in
Fergus Falls haven’t neces-
sarily followed all the
progress of the day care
union bill that was passed
by the Minnesota
Legislature last week and
signed by Gov. Mark
Dayton Friday.

But they know enough to
say that they’re against it.

“I was never in favor of

it,” Pam Muxfeldt said. She
was a day care provider in
town for 15 years. “I was
out there to do the job for
myself.”

She doesn’t think a
union is necessary.

Kay Evavold, a day care
provider for 22 years,
agrees.

“I know that I don’t want
it,” said Evavold, adding
that most of the people
she’s talked with feel the

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

One of four women
believed to have smuggled
drugs into the Fergus Falls
Community Addiction for
Recovery Enterprise unit
was sentenced to jail time
and probation Wednesday,
May 22 in Otter Tail

County District Court.
Nicole Mae Rindahl, 27,

of Brainerd, was sentenced
to 48 months in prison, to
be stayed for 10 years; 365
days in jail; and 10 years of
supervised probation for
felony causing great bodily
harm due to drugs. She
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See Davis — Page 7

FF daycare providers
say union unnecessary

Nornes

Ingebrigtsen

Second woman sentenced
in drug smuggling case
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Broen Home residents recently enjoyed a concert performed by the Red River Valley Veterans Concert
Band. The group played old favorites and honored those in the audience with fight songs from each
branch of the military.

Concert
honors

local 
veterans
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