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By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

A historic hotel, a few
new restaurants, dozens of
apartments and various
other amenities are part of
the latest plan for the
Regional Treatment
Center.

Historic Properties Inc.,
a private real estate devel-
opment company out of

Georgia, shared its plan to
redevelop the RTC grounds
with the Fergus Falls City
Council Monday.

Ray Willey, chief exec-
utive officer of Historic
Properties, first came
across the RTC while flip-
ping through a magazine.
He said he was simply
amazed at the building.

“I thought, ‘how could
this possibly be a potential

to be torn
down?’”
W i l l e y
said.

T h e
s o l u t i o n
f r o m
H i s t o r i c
Properties would include
the conversion of the left
wing of the RTC into about
50 apartments. The admin-
istration building would

become a hotel/boutique
and the existing dining hall
would house five or six
food venues, like a sports
bar, coffee shop and pizza
place.

Shared amenities
between the apartments
and hotel would include a
pool, spa, health club and
gymnasium.

“Almost like a park-like
setting,” Willey said. “I

think the Kirkbride would
lend itself to a develop-
ment like this.”

A hotel on the RTC
grounds would also fit
nicely on the list of
Historic Hotels of America,
Willey said.

Historic Properties
would not operate the
hotel, but Willey said they
have been in contact with
an experienced hotel opera-

tor who is interested in a
hotel at the RTC. If the
process moved forward
without a hotel operator,
Historic Properties would
get everything else up and
running, maintain the
potential hotel area, and
hope to get an operator
later, according to Willey.

Historic Properties visited

New RTC plan calls for hotel, restaurants

By Rian Bosse
Daily Journal

“There ain’t bait,” said
Bill Ring, owner of
Pebble Lake Take 5 in
Fergus Falls.

That has been the trou-
ble for many bait shop
and convenience store
owners in the area. With
ice still on many of the
area lakes and ponds, the
harvest of shiners, suck-
ers and leeches has been
limited. As the fishing

opener approaches, that
means bait shops will
have to improvise.

“I’ll probably have
extra crappies and fat
heads. Right now, I’ll just
take what I can get,” Ring
said. “What else can you
do if the ice isn’t open or
they aren’t running?”

For those who provide
the supply, the shortage is
especially troubling.
Travis Kort, who traps

Marie Noplos/Daily Journal

Bill Ring, owner of Pebble Lake Take 5, scoops a net full of crappies. There will be a limited number of
leaches, suckers, shiners and very few minnows will be available for the fishing opener. With ice still on
most areas lake and ponds, trappers have been limited in what they can harvest.  

Late spring means 
trouble for bait shops

For The Journal

Commencement cere-
monies will mark the
graduation of nearly 1,450
students from the four
campuses of Minnesota
State Community and
Technical College
Thursday and Friday. 

In Fergus Falls, M-State
students may participate in
spring graduation events
beginning at 3 p.m.
Thursday, in the campus
gymnasium. 

A reception is planned
following the ceremony in
Legacy Hall. 

AnnaLisa Brown, who is
graduating with an associ-
ate of arts degree, is the stu-
dent speaker and alumnus
David Ellis is the keynote

speaker. 
Graduation events are

open to the public.
On Saturday, Lutheran

Brethren Seminary com-
mencement is planned at 1
p.m. at Bethel Lutheran
Church, 702 W. Alcott
Avenue in Fergus Falls.   

Of the two graduates,
one will receive the three-
year master of divinity
degree and one the certifi-
cate of theological studies
in Bible and theology.  

The Rev. Bill Helland
of Borup will give the
commencement address.

A reception honoring the
students follow in the
church fellowship hall. 

The public is invited to
attend.

Rian Bosse/Daily Journal

A lone goose stands in an openning of water on
Pebble Lake. As of May 6, many lakes in the area
still had ice floating in the water. 

Commencement set
at M State, Seminary

Associated Press

MINNEAPOLIS — FBI
officials said Monday that
they foiled a terrorism attack
that was
b e i n g
planned in
a small
w e s t e r n
Minnesota
town, but
they offered no details about
the exact targets of the attack
— or the motive of the man
accused of having a cache of
explosives and weapons in a
mobile home.

The FBI said "the lives of
several local residents were
potentially saved" with the
arrest of Buford Rogers, 24,
who made his first appear-
ance Monday in U.S. District
Court in St. Paul on one

count of being a felon in pos-
session of a firearm.

Rogers, of Montevideo,
was arrested Friday after
authorities searched a mobile
home he's associated with
and found Molotov cocktails,
suspected pipe bombs and
firearms, according to a court
affidavit.

"The FBI believed there
was a terror attack in its plan-
ning stages, and we believe
there would have been a
localized terror attack, and
that's why law enforcement
moved quickly to execute the
search warrant on Friday to
arrest Mr. Rogers," FBI
spokesman Kyle Loven said
Monday.

He said the investigation
is ongoing, and agents are
looking at the case as one of
domestic terrorism.

Minnesota raid disrupts
planned terror attack

See Bait — Page 3

By Rian Bosse
Daily Journal

When the Elbow Lake
campus of the Prairie Ridge
Hospital and Health
Services moved to its cur-
rent facility in the 1960s,
some community members
helped make the push for
the new facility. Now, 50
years later, some of those
same people are witnessing

another move.
Prairie Ridge is in the

middle of a $22 million
project, building its new
hospital on 24 acres along
State Highway 79. More
space and state-of-the-art
facilities to offer expanded

POLICE BEAT Prairie Ridge 
Hospital expansion
making headwayBy Heather Rule

Daily Journal

A survey conducted at
three locations in Fergus
Falls by police officers and
Noon Rotary members
indicates that of the 300
vehicles observed, 74 per-
cent of motorists are wear-
ing a seat belt. 

Another survey will be
done later in the year for

comparison. The police
department would like to
thank Noon Rotary mem-
bers for their help with the
project.

ON THE ROAD

Rian Bosse/Daily Journal

Construction of the new Prairie Ridge Hospital and
Health Services building began in October and will
be completed in 2014. See Hospital — Page 8

See RTC — Page 3

Survey says: Majority  
of drivers wear seatbelts
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