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In today’s Journal, Page 2

• David Lehn, 68, Erhard
• Verena Burr, 104, Henning
• Dennis Hedstrom, 95, for-
merly of Hoffman
• Dale Monson, 90, Perham
• Cornelia Patrias, 92, 
Hutchinson

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

A majority of local busi-
ness owners and members of 
the Fergus Falls Chamber of 
Commerce support the proposal 
to increase minimum wage to 
match the federal level, but are 

opposed to the proposed $9.50 
per hour rate, according to Car-
ol Juul, board president of the 
Fergus Falls chamber.

In a recent survey the cham-
ber conducted of its members, 
76 percent of them supported 
the minimum wage being 
increased to the federal rate of 

$7.25 per hour.
“With the Fergus Falls Cham-

ber, we obviously represent our 
members,” Juul said. “We’ll 
support the majority of our 
constituents. Overall (they) 
indicated they would support an 
increase but just at the federal 
level.”

Negotiations for raising 
Minnesota’s minimum wage 
started up again this past 
week after a two-week break, 
although there’s still no agree-
ment on future, automatic 
increases. 
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A lot is happening at the Minnesota Legislature this session that directly impacts Fergus Falls and Otter Tail County. Look for 
full coverage below, and on Pages 6 and 7.

Session heats up

Many local businesses support $7.25 minimum wage, but no higher

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

With a good musical ear, Lorie 
Line listened to the radio on her 
way in to work. Then she played 
what she heard on the piano at 
Dayton’s department store in the 
Twin Cities, serenading custom-
ers for 28 hours a week from 
1988-1993.

Customers listened and took 
notice of her repertoire, and the 
pianist ended up with quite the 
following. 

“They started memorizing my 
schedule,” Line said. “My career 

started to really take off.”
She received hundreds of re-

quests from Dayton’s shoppers 
to record her own albums. From 
there, Lorie Line Music was born, 
where she and her husband, Tim, 
manage her career of composing, 
producing, recording and arrang-
ing music.

Fast forward through years of 
concerts, recording albums and 
publishing music books, and 
you’ll find Line celebrating 25 
years of touring. She’ll kick off 
her latest 20-city tour, the 2014 
Intimate Evening Series, April 10 
in Fergus Falls.

This will be Line’s third concert 
here, having previously stopped 
in 2008 and 2010. The show is at 
7:30 p.m. April 10 at A Center for 
the Arts.

“The thing that I enjoy most is 
having a crowd,” she said. “It’s 
my opening night. They get the 
first look at the show.”

The audience will hear some 
classic music like “Over the 
Rainbow,” and also newer ar-
rangements that she hasn’t played 
before, like Canon in D and “Let 
It Go” from the movie “Frozen.”

Lorie Line performing in Fergus Falls
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Lorie Line is a classically-trained pianist who has been tickling the 
ivories since she was 5 years old. She is celebrating 25 years of 
touring this year, and will perform April 10 in Fergus Falls.

Pianist to kick off ‘Intimate Evenings’ tour here

See Lorie Line — Page 3

MNsure 
signup 
period 
to expire 
Monday
FF insurance 
agent expecting 
a last-day rush
By Chris Reinoos    
and wire services

With the deadline to sign up for 
MNsure fast approaching, Eric 
Shelstad, owner of Shelstad Fi-
nancial Services in Fergus Falls, 
has seen increased traffic through 
his doors.

“The procrastinators are coming 
up,” Shelstad said with a chuckle.

Monday is the last day people 
will be able to sign up for MNsure. 
In anticipation of high demand 
for coverage, the MNsure contact 
center will be open Saturday and 
Sunday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
and on Monday from 8 a.m. to 
midnight.

Shelstad has seen a wide range 
of people signing up for the insur-
ance program, from early retirees 
to younger people. His agency 
has been much busier the past few 
weeks and he expects Monday to 
be one of the more hectic signup 
days yet.

With the state’s health insurance 
exchange now enrolling about 
2,000 people daily, its website ex-
perienced five days of unplanned 
downtime during the first 25 days 
of March, the MNsure board was 
told Wednesday.

And, board members learned, a 
software update at the beginning 
of the month caused the number of 
pending applications in the MN-
sure system to more than double.

The problems were being ad-
dressed and haven’t stopped MN-
sure from picking up the pace of 
enrollment, said Scott Leitz, MN-
sure’s interim chief executive of-
ficer.

The problems aren’t nearly as 
bad, officials said, as software is-
sues in December that led to mass 
frustration and an overwhelmed 
MNsure call center.

See MNsure — Page 3

INSIDE:
Nornes against legalizing 
medical marijuana, P. 6

Otter Tail projects still in 
play for state funds, P. 7
Tax bill provides 
$443M of relief, P. 6

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

Sunday liquor sales in Minne-
sota is one step closer to reality. 

The Senate Commerce 
Committee this week passed a 
bill including three proposals to 
expand liquor sales to Sundays 
across the state. The proposals 
would allow taprooms to make 
Sunday sales, craft-beer brew-
ers to sell 64-ounce containers 
called “growlers,” and allow 
small brewers and brewpubs to 
refill any growler.

The bill does not include full 
retail sales of alcohol on Sun-
days, however.

That’s what local store man-
agers, like Brian Olson of the 
Fergus Falls Liquor Store, are 
against. 

“The way it looks like now, 
there will not be Sunday liquor 
sales as you think about it,” said 
State Rep. Bud Nornes, R-Fergus 
Falls. “But there might be some 
limited sales available.”

Sunday liquor sales still on the table
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A proposal in the State Senate would allow certain liquor 
sales on Sundays, but not for most retailers. See Liquor — Page 7

See Wage — Page 7


