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Hannah Brandt joins Wild practice, does her best
Mikael Granlund impression

 By Heather Rule (/author/heather-rule/) Dec 14, 2018

Minnesota Wild  head coach  Bruce Boudreau  was a little  confused before  Friday’s  practice.

He  saw  a light-haired  player suited up  in  skates   and a red practice jersey and assumed it was
forward Mikael Granlund.

Wrong. It was Minnesota Whitecaps forward Hannah Brandt, who skated with the Wild at
TRIA Rink as part of the third annual Girls’ Hockey Weekend.

“We should sign her,” Boudreau said. “We could use a righty.”
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It’s true the differences between those two players can be subtle — look for the stud earrings
and ponytail that hung down below the helmet on Brandt — even catching some of the
players doing a double-take when seeing the players from behind. As Wild forward Zach
Parise also pointed out, “Granny’s hair is kind of long.” The height isn’t too much different
either — with Brandt listed at 5-foot-6 and Granlund at 5-foot-10.

“She looked like a mini-Granny out there,” Boudreau said.

That seemed fine with Brandt.

“I’ll take that,” she said. “Granny’s an awesome player.”
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Brandt skated with the Wild to help kick off the Girls’ Hockey Weekend festivities. Her red
sweater matched with the Jason Zucker-Eric Staal-Granlund line, hence the confusion, and
she wore a No. 20 green helmet to represent her number with the Whitecaps.

She participated in drills with the Wild, watched from the bench and talked with some of the
guys. She seemed to fit right in. Fellow Minnesotan Parise enjoyed having Brandt at practice,
and even wanted her to get a little more involved.

“I talked with her a couple times, tried to get her to take my spot in a couple drills, but she
didn’t want to,” Parise said, with a smile. “I saw she hopped in with the red line a few times.”

Brandt grew up in Vadnais Heights and played for Hill-Murray before going on to a four-year
career with the University of Minnesota, winning three NCAA championships. She won a
gold medal with the U.S. Olympic women’s team in Pyeongchang last winter.

This is her first season of professional hockey with the Whitecaps, and she has three goals
and three assists in eight games. TRIA Rink is home for the Whitecaps, where they’ve sold
out their first six home games this season. They’re 6-2 halfway through their first season,

Hannah Brandt, in action at Wild practice.
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sitting atop the five-team NWHL standings tied with Boston.

The 25-year-old has played on some of the world’s biggest stages, but sharing a sheet of ice
with NHL players she watched as a young Wild fan still generated butterflies for her.

“Yeah, I definitely was probably gripping my stick a little tighter than normal,” Brandt said. “I
didn’t want to mess up their practice. But I had a lot of fun with it, and they were awesome.”

She participated in drills, talked with coaches and chatted up some of the players. She kept
the pace with her skating and shooting the puck and you could see why she’s had so much
success, according to center Mikko Koivu.

On the bench, fellow Team USA member Jordan Greenway asked Brandt about the gold-
medal-winning team’s experience after the 2018 Olympics, and she told him about some of
the traveling the team did after the big win in Pyeongchang.

But she couldn’t resist giving him grief about his swollen, stitched-up lip following an
inadvertent stick to the face in Thursday’s game via teammate Joel Eriksson Ek.

“I was making fun of him for his lip a little,” Brandt said. “I don’t know if you saw that, but it
didn’t look pretty, for sure.”

Said Greenway: “Yeah, she was giving it to me a little bit. That’s alright. I like that.”

In addition to the practice, several elements of the Wild’s game against Calgary on Saturday
afternoon at Xcel Energy Center will be geared toward girls’ hockey, including the “Let’s Play
Hockey!” call before the start of the game and various intermission activities. The Whitecaps
will be on hand to help with fundraising; proceeds from the “Split the Pot Raffle” and
program sales will go toward the Whitecaps.
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On Friday and Saturday, Whitecaps and WCHA players will help lead on-ice and dry-land
clinics for 12U, 10U and 8U girls’ hockey teams. Whitecaps founding team member Winny
Brodt Brown will also host her Girls Outdoor Classic on Saturday at the John Rose Oval in
Roseville.

This marks the first year the event can boast a professional women’s hockey team from
Minnesota. Parise said it’s good for everybody to have two teams like the Wild and
Whitecaps rooting for each other. It’s cool to see how much the game has grown in
opportunity for girls and to finally have a pro team in town, Parise said.

“Now I’m going to the rinks with my son, and you see all the girls playing hockey,” Parise
said. “When I was growing up there was maybe one on a boys’ team, so it’s great to see how
far it’s come.”

Hannah Brandt has three goals and three assists for the Whitecaps so far this season. (Kirsten Burton / Courtesy Minnesota Whitecaps)
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What did you think of this story?

MEH SOLID AWESOME

Brandt said she played her first year of mites with boys but after that played with girls’ teams.
But she also knows a lot of girls who had to play with boys growing up because there weren’t
any girls’ teams in their area.

From playing youth hockey to the Gophers, Olympics and now professionally with the
Whitecaps, Brandt still remembers her roots growing up as a Wild fan. She even recalls going
to a game the first couple of seasons with her dad, who was the one-millionth fan to enter
Xcel Energy Center.

“I remember being 5 years old, and I knew every single player on the team,” Brandt said. “I
think even Mikko Koivu was one of my favorites growing up, so it’s kind of crazy that he’s still
on the team and I was out there practicing with him today.”

And yes, Koivu also jumped on the “mini-Granny” bandwagon.

“I saw her going, I said ‘Granny,’” Koivu said. “I don’t think Granny liked that too much.”

(Top photo of Hannah Brandt: Katlyn Gambill / Minnesota Wild)
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