
know other people who’ve
traveled to other states to
marry. 

They haven’t decided yet
if they will tie the knot,
should it become legal in
Minnesota. 

It’s something they will
have to sit down and discuss,
Messenger said.

“After 31 years, you’re
pretty much there already,”
Messenger said. “You just
don’t have the paper.”

Martz wouldn’t rush into
anything, and it might just be

a matter of going to the jus-
tice of the peace, he said.

Unlike many other same-
sex couples out there, Martz
and Messenger have enjoyed
support and acceptance from
those around them in Fergus
Falls. 

Messenger said he feels
lucky to have that, and it’s
too bad that others have a
harder time. It may be a
minority, but “all minorities
have the right to be accept-
ed,” he said.

“That’s an important
issue, too, just being accept-

ed for who you are,”
Messenger said. “It’s the per-
son that’s the important part.”

For those who oppose gay
marriage, Messenger said it
might be that they need to
examine their own lives. 

A lot of people don’t real-
ize it right away, but they

might have a family member
who is gay, Messenger said.

“And you just don’t
decide to be gay or straight, it
just happens,” Martz said.
“We pay as many taxes as
everybody else and therefore,
we should be treated equal-
ly.” 

said. “It will certainly be
more convenient.”

M State approached the
Workforce Center about a
year ago with an idea to
move the center to the library
wing of the campus.

“We put our heads
together and we came up
with this plan,” Kennedy
said. “We just thought that
this was a way that we could
combine the resources and
positively impact whoever
was in need of our services.”

The workforce center and
its partners found that it
would be feasible to change
locations, but the college
would need to complete

some renovations in the
library wing in order for that
to happen, Sachs said. 

They’re looking at creat-
ing the Center for Student
Workforce Success, where
Fergus Falls workforce and
its partners would provide the
same services, “but we’d be
providing them out on cam-
pus,” Sachs said. “And the
feeling is we’d be able to
reach more people who could
use our services.”

At the college, the work-
force center would actually
have about 1,700 square feet
less compared to the down-
town center, according to
Sachs, but they would gain
flexible spaces to use, like

conference rooms, cafeteria
space and a computer lab.
On the other hand, the move
would save them some
green.

“It would definitely be a
significant savings to the
workforce center system,”
Sachs said. 

The project would update
and repurpose the existing
library, meeting and class-
room spaces that are under-
used and in need of equip-
ment upgrades. The space
hasn’t been renovated since
the early 1970s.

The renovations would
cost about $1.5 million,
according to Kennedy.

“We hope that we can get

half of that from the state and
that we could raise the other
half,” Kennedy said.

M State submitted the
project for a 2014 capital
budget request of $750,000.
It would be part of a bonding
bill with M State. The Fergus
Area College Foundation is
prepared to raise money for
the project as part of the cap-
ital campaign.

“It’s one of our priori-
ties,” Kennedy said. “It’s
very highly thought of by the
people that rated it.”

They hope to find out this
spring or summer whether
they received funding for the
project, and Kennedy is
“highly optimistic.”
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like looking at a screen
watching TV together.”

Ekelund won’t be riding
with her kids to school
everyday now that the week
is over, but she is excited to
see how her family has taken
to outdoor activity. This
summer, they plan to
include her husband, Adam,
on new trips.

“It’s going to be up to
them, but if they want to I’m
going to jump at the oppor-
tunity,” Ekelund said. “This
is definitely going to get us
on our bikes some more this
summer.”

Ekelund will also contin-
ue a past tradition this sum-
mer by taking her kids to a
park each day. On days the
park is close enough, the
family will take their bikes. 

Ekelund hopes members
of the community will join
as well, at the park and on

their rides.
“I would love it if some

people would join us,”
Ekelund said. “It would be
such a great community
activity to get together and
ride this summer.”

Bikes:
From Page 1

Week was encouraging

Rian Bosse/Daily Journal

Two of the Ekelund kids
start their morning ride to
school Thursday. 

Marie Noplos/Daily Journal

Three-year-old Claire Duffy shows her grandma, Beth Duffy, of Bloomington,
a sticker for her Mother’s Day card during the second annual Mad Hatter
Mother's Day Tea Party Saturday at the Fergus Falls Public Library.

Making a card for Grandma

Couple:
From Page 1

Says marriage license is the only thing missing

Move:
From Page 1

Would save money, allow resource sharing

Associated Press

BEMIDJI — The
Minnesota Department of
Natural Resources blames
the cool spring for slow fish-
ing license sales heading
into Saturday's walleye
opener.

Fishing license sales are
down by about a third.

Jenifer Wical of the
DNR's Fish and Wildlife
Division tells Minnesota
Public Radio News that
around 250,000 to 300,000
fishing licenses usually are
sold by this time. But she
says just under 200,000 have
been sold so far.

The DNR has several
new license options avail-
able this year. Anglers who
want to fish only for a week-
end can buy a 72-hour
license for $12, which is less
than half the cost of a full
season license.

Cool weather
slows fishing
license sales

said. “They always had
teepees around the trading
post.”

People can go inside
the teepee, which is sur-
rounded by lots of land-
scaping rock and a couple
of large, log benches. 

The teepee comple-
ments the log cabin next to
it, an information center
marking the Continental
Divide, along with the
monument. 

“It’s a welcome to
Fergus Falls,” Tuel said.
“We got registration from
all over the world, to tell
you the truth.”

The teepee is just
something else for people
to see, Tuel said. Last
year, he noticed a lot of
people stopped and want-
ed their pictures taken
walking out of the teepee
or standing in front of it. 

People have already
stopped to do that again

with the new teepee.
“Very seldom do I drive

by there and there’s
nobody there,” Tuel said.

Rian Bosse/Daily Journal

The teepee became a permanent fixture at the
Continental Divide this week.

Teepee:
From Page 1

Always people there

 


