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By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

Dennis Martz and Dave
Messenger, both of Fergus
Falls, have been a couple
for 31 years. They own a
home and work together at
Flamingo Glass.

Though the life they
share without a piece of
paper proclaiming a mar-

riage between them has
become the norm for the
pair, they think it’s a good
thing that gay marriage in
Minnesota took another
step toward becoming a
reality Thursday.

“Slavery was a bad
thing and we had to get
over it,” Martz said. “You
just have to treat people
like people. What they do
in their bedroom doesn’t
matter.”

The Minnesota House
passed a measure in sup-
port of gay marriage with a
75-59 vote Thursday,

which would allow same-
sex weddings starting Aug.
1. The state Senate is
scheduled to vote on the
bill Monday, and leaders
expect it to pas there, too.
Gov. Mark Dayton has
pledged to sign it into law
as well.

Final passage of the bill
would make Minnesota the
12th state in the country to
allow gay couples to marry.
It would be the first in the
Midwest to pass such a law
in its Legislature.

Even though the House
vote Thursday was a step in

the right direction for gay
marriage supporters,
Messenger was still cau-
tious.

“I guess until it goes
through completely, I’m
not getting my hopes up,”
Messenger said. “If it
would go through and peo-
ple can actually get mar-
ried, I just hope that other
rights come with it.”

He referred to rights for
gay couples at the federal
level, for things like insur-
ance, retirement and taxes.
Both men said their insur-
ance company and invest-

ment broker considers
them a couple, however.

Martz agreed with the
federal rights issue. While
he’s absolutely glad the bill
cleared the hurdle in the
House, there’s still work to
be done.

“I think it’s absolutely
wonderful, other than it
doesn’t mean a lot until it
gets through federal,”
Martz said. “The Supreme
Court really needs to do
their job.”

Martz and Messenger

Couple hopes to see equal treatment

Marie Noplos/Daily Journal

Kyle Wilks, of Alexandria, pulls a smallmouth bass out of the chilly Otter Tail River water at Orwell Dam
Saturday during the Minnesota Fishing Opener. With ice still on many of the larger area lakes, many fish-
ermen who braved the cooler temperatures and strong winds found luck fishing from shore.

Fishing opener a chilly keeper 

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

Plans are in the works
for the Minesota Workforce
Center-Fergus Falls to
move from
its down-
town loca-
tion to the
M State-
Fergus Falls
campus. If
the planning
stages move
forward, the
center would make the
move during the summer of
2014.

“We’re in some initial
stages,” said Julie Sachs,
center operations manager
with Rural Minnesota CEP.
“It’s still up in the air. I
don’t want people to think
we’re moving out this July.”

The move will require
completion of a 12,443-
square-foot renovation at M
State. The merge of the two
entities would combine the
college’s access, career and
transfer services with the
services offered by the
Rural Minnesota CEP
Regional Workforce Center.

“There’s all kinds of
advantages for having a
one-stop shop,” M State
President Peggy KennedyBy Rian Bosse

Daily Journal

With spring finally here,
Bike or Walk to Work or
School Week could not
have come at a better time
for Rebekah Ekelund.

This past week, families
and employees of the
Fergus Falls Public School
District, Lake Region
Healthcare, and M State
were invited to participate
in a friendly competition to
get the most participants in
the event. As a chemistry
instructor at the college
with three kids in public
school, Ekelund figured
she needed to participate.

“I wasn’t exactly sure
what team I should sign up
for,” Ekelund joked. “I fig-
ured we had a two out of
three shot at being a win-
ner.”

After signing up, how-

ever, Ekelund decided to
do a little bit more for the
event with her family.

Ekelund took all five of
her kids, ages one to nine,
to school each morning on
their bikes. She document-
ed the rides on her
Facebook page with pho-
tos, comments and shout-
outs to friends and neigh-
bors they saw each day. 

“At first I saw it as a
competition or a chal-
lenge,” Ekelund said. “But
the most important thing is
that it has brought my fam-
ily together.”

When they began
Monday, Ekelund said she
didn’t know what to
expect. Her kids were late
to school and she was
drained of energy that
afternoon after the trip
from their home on

Channing to Adams,
Cleveland and McKinley
School.

But by Tuesday, every-
thing had changed. They
were better prepared, wak-
ing up earlier and taking
extra water bottles, and the
exercise had brought a sur-
prising amount of energy.

While she was a little
nervous about her young

kids going so far, she real-
ized quickly what the
week-long event had
brought her family.

“It really was an adven-
ture everyday,” Ekelund
said. “When you’re outside
you notice things. It was so
refreshing to be out there
and not doing something

Workforce Center
looks to move 
to M State campus

Morning rides with
kids a week of health,
bonding for local mom

NEIGHBORS

Rian Bosse/Daily Journal

The Ekelunds, Timothy, left, Hannah, Caleb, Sarah,
Joshua and their mom, Rebekah, get ready for the
bike ride to the three elementary schools one morn-
ing during Bike or Walk to Work or School Week.
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By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

A permanent teepee
joined the monument and
log cabin at the Continental
Divide near the Interstate
94 and U.S. Hwy. 59 inter-
change.

“It was up last year,”
Dennis Tuel Sr. said. “But it
was rather temporary.”

Tuel put up the teepee
for the summer and then
took it down for the winter.
Now, the teepee poles will
be up year-round, and only
the cover will come off for
the winter season.

The wind wasn’t a friend

to the temporary teepee last
year; it kept blowing it
down, Tuel said. So, that
was a big reason why he
decided to put the poles in
place permanently, using
concrete. The teepee was
recently completed, and it
only took a couple days for
Marc Jacobs of North
Country Lawns to get it all
set up, Tuel said.

Adding the teepee goes
along with the theme of the
Continental Divide, Tuel
said.

“It’s part of the decorat-
ing scheme there,” Tuel

I-94 Teepee marking
Continental Divide done

See Bikes — Page 3 See Teepee — Page 3

Kennedy

Though passage 
of gay marrage bill
won’t change their
lives much at all

Photo provided

Dennis Martz, left, and Dave
Messenger say the gay
marriage bill won’t change
anything for them.

3-year-olds
trampled 
by buffalo
By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

Two 3-year-old boys
were trampled by sev-
eral buffalo in Battle
Lake Friday morning,
according to a news
release from the
Sheriff’s Office.

The condition of the
boys was not known
Friday afternoon, but
the children were con-
scious when authorities
arrived. One of the
boys was transported to
Fargo by Life-Flight.

The boys wandered
from their home into a
secured, fenced-in area
where buffalo were
kept around 10 a.m.
Friday at 34761
County Hwy. 74,
according to the news
release. The mother
found the boys, but not
before they were tram-
pled by the buffalo.

Battle Lake Rescue
and Ringdahl
Ambulance responded.

       


