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• Allen Hanson, 82, Tennessee
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• Karin Simonich, 65, Mora
• Pamela Hoffman, 65, Deer
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• Grace Hokanson, 91, Barrett
• Arthur Wait, 76, formerly of
Henning
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Top: Rorik Crepps tries some food at Meadow Farms Foods during Monday’s Earth Day celebration.
Children and adults tried different samples and learned about the economic and health benefits of local
food production. Bottom: Eli and Hattie Fullhart try samples of local foods. The store hosted a variety of
activities and local vendors to promote local foods.

Earth Day
a celebration 
of local foods

By Rian Bosse
Daily Journal

The peas and carrots on
the trays of Fergus Falls
Public School students just
got a little more expensive
in the hope that they will
become a bit more nutri-
tious as well.

The School Board
passed a resolution Monday

to raise lunch prices for K-
12 students, following man-
dates from amendments in
the federal government’s
Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids
Act of 2010.

In the elementary K-5
schools, lunches will be
$1.95 per meal for the 2013-
2014 year, and 6-12 second-
ary school prices will be
$2.10 per meal – an increase
of 10 cents for both from the
previous year.

To encourage healthier
school lunch programs, the
federal government has
mandated an increase in
lunch prices, with a set goal
of an average $2.59 per

meal. 
Schools are allowed to

increase the prices incre-
mentally, meaning more
price hikes are to follow. 

Board member Matthew
Lemke pointed out that,
because the school’s lunch
program has broken even
financially to date, there
would be a surplus in the
future. 

Superintendent Jerry
Ness explained that the
increases are most likely an
attempt to get more fresh
fruits and vegetables on
school menus, and to
enhance the quality of
equipment to prepare foods

more nutritiously.
The resolution did not

pass unanimously, despite
the regulation being part of
federal law.

“This is really an
increase of several hundred
dollars for some families,”
said Darrel Tungseth, the
only board member to vote
against the measure. 

“I realize we have to do
it, but we have people get-
ting wound up about little
tax increases. I’d like to see
them getting wound up
about this and contact their
congressman and senators
to see if we can’t get some
sense into the program.”

Board hikes school lunch prices

Associated Press

FARGO — The flood
fight is kicking into high
gear in southeastern North
Dakota, where residents are
preparing for what could be
the fourth major flood in
five years.

The National Weather
Service has warned resi-
dents in Fargo and Cass
County to prepare for
record amounts of high
water from the Red River
and its tributaries.
Forecasters say the river has
a 40 percent chance of top-
ping the 2009 record of
nearly 41 feet.

On Monday, the NWS
said the Red River at Fargo
is forecast to rise to 32 feet
by next Monday, 2 feet
above major flood stage.
Currently, it's at about 16
feet, and flood stage begins
at 18 feet; major flood stage
is 30 feet.

The forecast doesn't say
when the Red River will
crest in Fargo. That predic-
tion is expected to be issued
later this week.

Cass County officials
were starting sandbagging
operations Monday in out-
lying areas of Fargo, where
County Commissioner Ken

Pawluk said residents in
rural subdivisions should
prepare for record flooding
from the Sheyenne River
and other Red River tribu-
taries.

Sandbags will be deliv-
ered to city residents begin-
ning Tuesday. High school
students will help place the
bags on Thursday and
Friday, and early next week
if necessary.

Some neighborhoods
began seeing action
Sunday, as crews blocked
off several areas with signs
and barricades to make
room for trucks hauling
sandbags and clay for lev-
ees.

In some neighborhoods,
residents are getting used to
finding alternate routes
home.

"It might add an extra
five, 10 minutes to your
drive," Aaron Yaggie told
WDAY-TV. "But I mean, it
works out if it's what's best
for the city."

Signs blocked off half of
Erik Holder's street, but he
said he doesn't mind.

"It's actually cutting
down the traffic a little bit,
so it's kind of nice and

Fargo area 
begins
sandbagging
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By Rian Bosse
Daily Journal

The city of Perham will
be benefiting from an influx
of garbage within the next
two years.

Otter Tail, Becker,
Wadena and Todd counties
and a state grant have con-
tributed $28 million to
expansion of the Perham
incinerator, and according to
county solid waste director
Mike Hanan, all that trash is
going to mean a lot for
Perham residents and the rest
of the county.

“That’s competitive ener-
gy that will be coming from

the site; energy that is cheap-
er than what local factories
like Tuffy’s and Bongards’
could make on their own,”
Hanan said. “It also means
that in the next year and a
half there will be a lot of con-
tractors in the area who will
need gas and places to eat
and stay.”

In late February, the proj-
ect passed an environmental
impact statement with the
county board and, just last
week, received its permits for
construction and operation.
With all the hurdles passed,
Hanan said they are hoping

to be breaking ground as
soon as the weather allows.

The facility was built in
1986 and was privately run
until 1998. With an abun-

dance of environmental
rule changes in the late
1990s, it was passed on to

Incinerator expansion
boon for Perham,
Otter Tail County By Heather Rule

Daily Journal

The two suspects who
allegedly robbed the
General Nutrition Center
in Fergus
Falls over
the week-
end were
located in
Nebraska
and
arrested
after a
chase
Monday night, according
to Fergus Falls police.

Jarrod Birch, 24, and
Alyssa Beard, 19, both
originally from the state

of
Virginia,
allegedly
commit-
ted rob-
beries in
Virginia,
Missouri,
South
Dakota
and Minnesota from
April 16 to April 20. 
When interviewed by
authorities, Birch report-
edly admitted to five rob-
beries besides the one in
Fergus Falls at
WestRidge Mall Saturday
afternoon.

Alleged GNC thieves
nabbed in Nebraska

Extra revenue 
will fund cost 
of healthier
food items

Daily Journal

It’s a yearly occur-
rence, but one that
Superintendent Jerry
Ness expressed is a
financial necessity.

The school board
approved notices of termi-
nation and non-renewal
for 11 probationary teach-
ers and placed seven on
an unrequested leave of
absence on Monday
night. Despite the cuts,
superintendent Ness con-
tinued to be optimistic that

the teachers would be
hired back next year.

“Like years past, hope-
fully things will turn out
right,” Ness said. “Then
we can hire these posi-
tions back for the appro-
priate hours.”

Last year, the board
cut 21 teachers in the
spring, according to dis-
trict Administrative
Assistant Elaine Jahnke.
All were hired back, how-
ever, unless they had
already taken a different
position.

18 teachers to lose positions

Rian Bosse/Daily Journal

Otter Tail and three other counties will put forward
$28 million for the expansion of the incinerator in
Perham. The addition will allow for the county to take
care of more of its waste locally and have a positive
impact on the local economy. 
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