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• Janet Petterson, 73, Fergus
Falls
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By Rian Bosse
Daily Journal

For two students at Hillcrest
Lutheran Academy, a passion for
music has brought
one of the highest
recognitions high
school musicians
in the state can
earn.

Senior Jordan
Konynenbelt and
junior Brandon
Doering represent-
ed Hillcrest at the Minnesota Music
Educators Association All-State

Band performance Feb. 16 at
Bethel College. The honor comes
after a live audition last year and
three to four months of practice and
music memorization.

But for two students so dedicat-
ed to music, the extra effort defines
their high school experience.

Konynenbelt, who has played
trumpet since the seventh grade and
was also selected for the All-State

Band last year, said music has been
his one constant throughout his
time in high school.

“Band has been one thing that
I’ve done every year, so it’s some-
thing that unifies my whole experi-
ence here,” he said.

Konynenbelt also sings for the
Hillcrest Choir and, as a PSEO stu-
dent, has participated in the M
State-Fergus Falls band program.
His favorite style and group to play
with has been the college’s jazz
band, he said.

Participating in the All-State

Rian Bosse/Daily Journal

Brandon Doering (left) and Jordan Konynenbelt (right) have each dedicated over five years playing
music at Hillcrest Lutheran Academy. This year, both students represented their school in the
Minnesota All-State Band performance at Bethel College on Feb. 16.

FF musicians make state

FF advances to section semis
Luke Schwarz/
Daily Journal

Fergus Falls’
Bailey Strand (22)
locks down on an
East Grand Forks
player. The Otters
cruised past the
Green Wave into
the Section 8AAA
semi-finals with a
68-34 win. For
the game story,
see page 8.

Former students
remember FF 
business teacher

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

Grace Halcrow didn’t
just teach her students
about bookkeeping. She
included her passion and
made it fun. 

“She got
people inter-
ested in the
n u m b e r s ,”
said Stuart
Klovstad, a
former stu-
dent of
Halcrow’s at Fergus Falls
High School who graduated
in 1976. “She came to class
every day with spirit and
passion. As a student,
sometimes you don’t real-
ize how tough that is. She
brought it every day.”

Halcrow, a longtime
bookkeeping teacher at
Fergus Falls High School,
died Sunday at Broen
Home in Fergus Falls. She
was 95.

Her influence on her stu-
dents stuck around even

after her retirement. Take
Klovstad for example. He
had Halcrow for two years
of bookkeeping. He’s now
spent the past 33 years with
Otter Tail Power as the
manager of financial report-
ing.

“Grace encouraged me,
like several others, to go
into accounting,” said
Klovstad, who added that
she was equal to any
teacher he had in college. “I
think a lot of people went
into accounting because of
her.”

Debbie Wilke, VP of
accounting tax and report-
ing at Otter Tail Power, is
one of those people. Wilke
said she had considered
teaching as a career, but it
was Halcrow’s encourage-
ment during those two
years of bookkeeping class-
es that gave her the
accounting bug.

“She changed my direc-
tion into a career that I real-
ly didn’t know that much
about,” Wilke said. “There
was something about her.
Somehow she was able to

Halcrow

Halcrow dies 
at age of 95

For The Journal 

The Otter Tail County
Recycling Center recently
had an employee who was
punctured by a needle that
mistakenly came across the
recycling line. This
employee went to the emer-
gency room and was tested
for any blood-borne dis-
eases. This is a scary and
unfortunate event for any
individual who is acciden-
tally punctured by a needle.

“We have seen an
increase in needles and
other medical waste coming
across the recycling line
recently,” said Otter Tail
County Recycling

Manager, Rick Denzel.
“First and foremost, we
need to protect our employ-
ees so we ask our citizens’
help by properly disposing
of their needles and
sharps.”

Needles — also known
as sharps — are something
that should never be put in
with recycling. 

According to Zach
Fjestad, Public Information
and Education Officer for
the OTC Solid Waste
Department, there are two
ways to properly dispose of
needles or sharps. Some
pharmacies sell red home

Hillcrest’s Doering,
Konynenbelt 
to perform Feb. 16

INSIDE:
Applications
accepted
for Rohde
scholarship.
See Page 9.

For The Journal

It took 26 rounds and a
demonstration of impres-
sive spelling skill before
Emma Greenlee, an eighth-
grader from Mesabi East-
Aurora, captured the title of

champion by correctly
spelling “emblema.”  

Greenlee was also the
2012 Multi-Region State
Bee champion. Millie
Piper, an eighth-grader
from Fulda School, was
named first runner-up.  

The bee began with 21
spellers, including eighth
grader Jenn Kaminski-
Horak of Fergus Falls. It
took eight rounds of chal-
lenging words to narrow
the field to eight spellers.
The event was held at

Lakes Country Service
Cooperative.

By round 16, only
Greenlee and Piper
remained. Between rounds
16 and 26, both girls

Needle hurt county
recycling employee

See Halcrow — Page 3

Greenlee wins multi-region spelling bee in FF

OTC officials urge residents not 
to put needles, sharps in recycling

See Needles — Page 3See Bee — Page 3

See Musicians — Page 3

By Heather Rule
Daily Journal

Charges are pending for
a 19-year-old Dent man
after a total of six horses
were found dead Tuesday
in rural Dent.

Following the execution
of a search warrant at a
home along 430th Street in
rural Dent, sheriff’s
deputies and State Humane

Society officials found
eleven additional adult
horses of various breeds,
color, gender and ages; two
adult llamas and one juve-
nile llama were also taken
due to inhumane conditions
and poor health, according
to a news release.

The animals were trans-
ferred to Hawley-based
High Tail Horse Ranch and
Rescue.

The Sheriff’s Office did
not release the name of the
suspect until charges are filed.

The Sheriff’s Office ini-
tially had reported Tuesday
that two horses had died,
but found four more had
died following a more
extensive search.

Property owners Bill
and Penny Fick were out of
town at the time the inci-
dent was reported Sunday.

6 horses found
dead near Dent 

       


