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LOCAL GRAIN    
Wednesday, Oct. 23
Corn .......................................4.04
Soybeans .............................12.43
Wht. Mill .................................7.07

LOCAL HOGS    
Wednesday, Oct. 23
Butchers 50% lean $63.25; Sows: 
$56 to $60; Boars: Call 736-5464 
for price.

OTC FSA PRICES   
Wednesday, Oct. 23
Corn .......................................4.20
Barley .....................................3.01
Oats ........................................3.59
HRS ........................................6.81
HRW .......................................7.25
Sun (Oil) ................................18.87
Soybeans .............................12.46
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ceed that finish this year.
The team has been work-

ing hard, but for Doric, in 
her first year on a robotics 
team, it hasn’t felt much 
like work.

“It’s a fun atmosphere,” 
she said. “You feel like 
you are a part of helping 
and doing something that is 
productive.”

WestRidge Mall donated 
the empty store space to the 
team after Grotberg con-
tacted them. He wanted to 
use the mall because more 

members of this team live 
in Fergus Falls.

Taking part in the com-
petition has been quite the 
time commitment. Grot-
berg is at the mall six days a 
week, about six hours a day 
during the week and eight 
hours on Saturday. Doric 
estimated she spends about 
15 hours with the team each 
week and Sandahl shows up 
on Saturdays and weekdays 
when she doesn’t work.

But after weeks of hard 
work, the competition is 
drawing near. The robot is 

95 percent done, according 
to David Grotberg, and the 
last few days before the 
competition will be mostly 
spent on test runs and final 
preparations.

There is one more thing 
the team needs for the com-
petition: loud support.

“The judges will look at 
how many people we have 
in our stands cheering for 
us,” David Grotberg said. 
“The more people that 
make it down to the com-
petition to cheer for us, the 
better.”

Whistle 
blower says 
she ‘didn’t  
do enough’
Associated Press

ST. PAUL — After she 
made her First Communion 
as a little girl, Jennifer Hasel-
berger was distraught to learn 
the Catholic church had no 
saint Jennifer, and she had no 
saint to call her own. So her 
mom opened up a book and 
pointed to Joan of Arc.

“There. That’s yours,” she 
said.

Years later, Haselberger 
is in a fight of her own after 
going public with claims that 
archdiocese leaders in St. 
Paul mishandled allegations 
of clergy sexual misconduct. 
Turns out, Haselberger may 
have borrowed a little bravery 
from the headstrong French 
heroine she has long admired.

Haselberger, a former 
canon lawyer for the archdi-
ocese, took on leaders of the 
church she loves after she felt 
her warnings about troubled 
priests were being ignored, 
setting off a firestorm in the 
local church.

Fire deaths have 
dropped in Minnesota

ST. PAUL — A report 
from the state Fire Marshal 
Division shows the number 
of fatalities caused by fire has 
decreased over the past 40 
years.

State Fire Marshal Jerry 
Rosendahl says officials are 
proud of the progress Minne-
sota has made.

According to the report 
announced this week, Minne-
sota has the 10th-lowest rate 
of fire deaths per capita in the 
United States — at .93 deaths 
per 100,000 people.

State officials say devic-
es such as smoke alarms 
and sprinkler systems have 
helped lower the number of 
deaths. Inspection and code 
enforcement programs target-
ing hotels, schools and other 
facilities have also helped.

The report says a total of 
50 people died in Minneso-
ta fires in 2012, compared 
with 56 a year earlier. Cook-
ing continues to be the No. 1 
cause of structure fires.

Fines reach  
nearly $3K in  
sunfish over-limit case

ST. PAUL — Little sun-
fish can be expensive — for 
anglers who keep more than 
their limits.

The Minnesota Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
says four men recently plead-
ed guilty and paid fines of 
about $740 each for sunfish 
over-limits.

Conservation officers 
checked the men while pa-
trolling Deer Lake near Ef-
fie in northern Minnesota. 
The officers later searched 
freezers at various locations. 
They found bags of most-
ly frozen sunfish from Deer 
and four other lakes. Three of 
the five lakes have a 10-sun-
fish-per-person daily limit, 
compared with a daily limit 
on most Minnesota lakes of 
20.

The sunfish were seized 
and the men were charged 
with 84 sunfish over the legal 
limit.
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Robotics: Project hasn’t felt like work 
From Page 1

Family: ‘It hurts us so much’
From Page 1

Chamber offers taste of our home

Joel Myhre/Daily Journal

A record-breaking crowd turned out for the Chamber of Commerce’s eighth annual Taste of Fergus Falls fundraiser Tuesday night 
at the Best Western. More than 15 vendors served a variety of food at the event.

A passer-by saw the 
fire at 501 East Vernon 
Ave. residence just after 
8:30 p.m. and called 911. 
The fire marshal found 
that the fire began from a 
power strip in a basement 
bedroom.

Police said the resi-
dents were adults Baran-
islav Babic, Mejra Babic, 
Ahmet Babic and Saric in 
addition to five children, 
ages 12, 8, 5, 2 and 1.

They have all been at 
a local hotel since the 
fire but have to be out 
by 11 a.m. Thursday. The 
Red Cross and Salvation 
Army have assisted them.

“We’ve been having 
trouble sleeping ever 
since we got here,” Sa-
ric said. “We don’t know 
what we’re going to do. 
First we have to find a 
place to go.”

It has been hard on the 
children as well. They’re 
used to playing outside, 
Saric said. 

“They’re not used to 
this,” she said. “It’s like 
they’re in jail looking at 
four walls.”

Sewer and drainage 
problems had plagued the 
house for months. Land-
lord LaMar Boettner said 
it took all summer to get 
repairs to the sewer line 
arranged.  

The work was finally 
done Oct. 17, but anoth-
er backup occurred the 
next day and the plumber 
couldn’t find the prob-
lem. 

The family couldn’t 
use their plumbing, and 
with sewage backup in 
the basement causing an 
odor, Boettner put them 
up in the hotel. 

“It’s just something I 
did because they can’t be 
living in a place where it 
smells, and it’s just not 
sanitary,” Boettner said. 
“They didn’t have the 
money to pay for the ho-
tel, so I thought that it’s 
the least I can do.”

The family had moved 
into the Vernon residence 
about 18 months ago. 
They didn’t have rent-
er’s insurance at first, 
but they obtained it six 
months ago at Boettner’s 
urging, he said.

He saw the family Sun-

day and said it’s been 
difficult for them. With 
all the sewer problems in 
the house, the family had 
rented a carpet cleaner. 
Boettner offered to pay 
for that and was able 
to get them a cashier’s 
check so they could have 
that money right away 
to help after the fire, he 
said.

“Every little bit helps,” 
he said. 

Boettner said he also 
coached the family on 
how to deal with the in-
surance company to get 
assistance for housing 
and make sure they had 
a list of their belongings. 

He is not sure yet 
whether he will be able 
to repair or rebuild the 
house. 

For the family, they 
said they’re not doing 
well. They lost every-
thing they had. 

“It hurts us so much,” 
Saric said. “You just 
want to cry. That’s all 
you want to do. In a 
million years you never 
thought this was going to 
happen. It just happened 
to us.”


